Things to Remember
35 minutes of science reasoning

3 Types of passages:


Data Representation   (easiest) 3 passages


Research Summaries   (less easy) 3 passages


Conflicting Viewpoints (most difficult) 1 passage

Time Saving Tips

· All passages begin with a short introductory paragraph. Read that to understand what is being discussed.

· Remember to look for the points discussed in class: Take a brief look at axis of graphs and variables of data tables. Know the differences between each experiment and main disagreement in conflicting viewpoint passages.  
· Know that you can write on the booklet. Mark whatever helps.

· Italicized words usually have a definition in parenthesis after the word. If you know the word you do not have to read the parenthesis. If not, be sure to read it.
· Go right to the first question 
· Be sure to check each answer choice even if you feel the first one is correct

· Use process of elimination

· Skip the more difficult passage and come back to it last.

Data Representation

· Understand the variables

· What are the units of measure

· What are the values

· Are there any trends – i.e. values increasing or decreasing

· Are there any correlations – i.e. as one decreases another increases

Research Summaries

· Understand the problem and the design

· Identify the variables

· Identify the controls

· Look for any flaws in the basic experiment – What makes a good experiment 
Conflicting Viewpoints

· Read each quickly

· Identify the disagreement

· Tell why each scientist arrived at his conclusion – what is the evidence

· Remember – you will not be asked who is right

· Ask yourself:

· What is the question?

· What is the position of each scientist?

· What evidence does each have?

· What are the flaws of each?


