AP United States Government and Politics

Syllabus

Course Overview

Advanced Placement Government is a course designed to give students an analytical and philosophical perspective on politics and government in the United States.  Students develop an understanding of the fundamental concepts of democratic theory and philosophy, examine the structure and institutions of the national government, analyze the Constitution and amendments, and investigate political beliefs and behaviors, party politics and interest groups.  Civil rights and civil liberties and the interplay of freedom and equality are also primary areas of content and class discussion.  The summary objective of the course is to produce an enlightened citizenry patterned after the Jeffersonian ideal.  This objective is pursued through consistent emphasis on the knowledge and attitudes necessary for the American democratic experiment to continue and remain vibrant in the 21st century and beyond.  Resources used include textbook, newspapers, videos, magazines, and outside speakers.

Welcome to Advanced Placement US Government & Politics.  This is a two-semester college introductory level course.  In politics, you will be responsible for mastering a great volume of material presented at a sophisticated level.  To do well in this class you must attend regularly, read exhaustively, work diligently, and think!

Text

Janda, Kenneth, Jeffrey M. Berry, and Jerry Goldman. The Challenge of 
Democracy. Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell/Houghton Mifflin.
Supplementary Reader
Lasser, William. Perspectives on American Politics. New York, NY: Houghton 

Mifflin Company.
Grading Policy

Unit Tests-100-200 points

· Unit Tests will be given at the end of each unit and will include multiple choice questions and at least one free response questions.  Unit tests could also include matching, short answer, and fill in the blank questions.
Quizzes and Data/Chart/Graph Analysis-10-100 points

· Quizzes will also be given at various times during the presentation of material or over reading that has been assigned.  Most quizzes will be announced, however there is no guarantee that reading quizzes will always be announced.  
· The ability to interpret data, charts, and/or graphs is a major component of this course.  There will be individual and group activities that allow the student to practice this still through an assessment method.  The following are examples of analysis that will take place:

· Demographics and Political Campaigns Activity

· Analysis of President Bush’s Approval Ratings

· Presidential Popular and Electoral College Vote Free Response Question
· Congressional Redistricting Activity

· Analysis of the 110th Congress in terms of statistics

Reaction Papers-25 points 

· You are responsible for doing all reading assigned.  You will be asked to provide a response to some readings that we do from sources other than our Janda text.  For example, we will react to numerous articles from current print publications such as the New York Times and the Washington Post on government related topics and also articles that relate current events to the world around us.  We will also write a two page reaction paper on articles from our Reader every two weeks.  A reaction paper will also be required for the President’s State of the Union address.
AP Writing Prompts-25 points

· At various times, announced or unannounced, you will be required to respond to a very detailed free response question.   All free response activities will be limited to 25 minutes per question.
Major Projects-100 points

· We will complete at least two major projects per semester.  Project topics might include:  Supreme Court nomination/confirmation process, research project on landmark Supreme Court cases, writing case briefs, research project on the impeachment process, group project/presentation on Election 2007, etc.
Grading Scale

100-90  
A

89-80

B

79-70

C

69-60

D

below 60
F

Make-up Policy

· After each absence check with instructor to see what work was missed. 

· A student has three days to make up any work missed following an absence. 
· Schedule a time to make-up work with instructor in advance. 
Class Materials

· A 2 or 3-inch binder.  Almost all work that is completed in this course must be placed in this binder.  Organization is a must for end of the year preparation and review for the AP Exam.
· Pencil, Paper, Textbook, Reader, Etc.
Late Work

· All work is to be turned in on the date it is due at the beginning of class.  
Class Rule

· RESPECT!!!
Course Outline

Unit One:  Foundations of Government


Chapter 1—Freedom, Order, and Equality


Chapter 2—Majoritarian or Pluralism


Chapter 3—The Constitution


Chapter 4—Federalsim

Dates:  August 15-September 12 (19 class days)

Content Goals

· Constitutional Underpinings of the US Government

· Freedom, Order, or Equality?

· Majoritarian or Pluralist Democracy?

· Define democracy.  What makes a society democratic?

· Define/describe pluralism, elitism, and hyperpluralism

· The causes of the Constitutional Convention

· Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

· Shays Rebellion

· Debate over the new Constitution—including VA plan, NJ Plan, CT Compromise, 3/5 Compromise, and the addition of the Bill of Rights

· What are the principles of separation of powers and checks and balances?

· Supreme Court cases:  Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch v. Maryland
· Define federalism

· How has the federal government gained power over the states?

· Identify more recent federal mandates: American with Disabilities Act, Brady Bill

Readings

· Janda:  Chapters 1,2,3,4

· Reader:  “The Address and Reason of Dissent of the Minority of the Convention of Pennsylvania to Their Constituents” pp. 18-26.
· Federalist Papers 10 and 51

· US Constitution

· John Locke (Second Treatise excerpts)

Unit Two:  Political Beliefs and Behaviors


Chapter 5—Public Opinion and Political Socialization


Chapter 7—Participation and Voting

Dates:  September 13-October 5 (12 class days)

Content Goals

· Describe liberalism, conservatism, and libertarianism

· What is political socialization?

· How has the trust in government changed throughout the history of our country.  Especially World War II and September 11, 2001.

· Describe public opinion polling methods

· Describe voter behavior and voter turnout for a variety of demographic groups

· Identify types and levels of voter participation in the US (Voting, interest groups, protest, lobbying, etc.)

Readings

· Janda:  Chapters 5 and 6

· Reader: 
· “Democracy in America” by Alexis de Tocqueville pp. 150-159
· “”A Question of Values” by David S. Broder and Richard Morin pp. 166-171

Unit Three:  Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

· Chapter 6—The Media

· Chapter 8—Political Parties

· Chapter 9—Nominations, Elections, and Campaigns

· Chapter 10—Interest Groups

Dates:  October 5-November 9  (25 class days)

Content Goals

· Review of Federalist #10

· What is an interest group?

· What is a Political Action Committee?

· What is the impact of interest groups on the political process?

· How do interest groups influence government?

· How did PAC’s develop?

· Hard vs. Soft money

· Campaign reform—Buckley v. Valeo
· What is a political party?

· What is the difference between a political party and an interest group?

· Organization of two main political parties

· What is a third party?

· Has the power of the political party declined over the years?

· Do third party candidates have the potential to succeed in US elections?

· Describe the four realigning periods in the history of political parties

· How has dealignment affected political campaigns?

· Describe majority and plurality elections

· Define winner-take-all and proportional representation

· Define primary, caucus, and convention

· Effect of the McGovern reforms on the Democratic Party?

· Explain impact of the primary/caucus schedule on the presidential campaign

· How does the Electoral College system work?

· Explain how campaigns have become candidate centered

· Describe a typical campaign for President 

· Describe a typical campaign for House of Representatives and Senate

· What is the mass media?

· Identify the types of mass media

· What is horserace journalism?

· What role does “free” air time play in the election process?

· Why is the media sometimes referred to as the gatekeepers or watchdog?

Readings:

· Janda: Chapters 6,8,9,10

· Reader:

· “Interest Groups, PAC’s, and Campaigns” by Paul S. Herrnson pp. 187-197

· “”A New Form of Lobbying Puts Public Face on Private Interest” by Alison Mitchell  pp. 207-213.

· “New York Times v. United States” by Justice Hugo Black pp. 216-217

· “The Mighty Middle” by John B. Judis pp. 246-249

· “Breaking the Two-Party Monopoly” by Douglas J. Amy pp. 257-262

Unit Four:  Institutional of Government

· Chapter 11—Congress

· Chapter 12—The President

· Chapter 13—The Bureaucracy

· Chapter 14—The Courts

Dates:  November 12-February 1 (40 class days)

Content Goals:

· Why doesn’t the demographic composition of Congress reflect the national population?

· Describe the gerrymandering process. 

· What are the Constitutional powers of Congress?

· What is the role of incumbency in Congressional elections?

· Identify Congressional leadership positions

· Identify Congressional committees

· Identify Congressional rules and practices

· Identify the importance of the majority party in Congress

· Describe legislative oversight

· What are the nonlegislative functions of Congress?

· Describe the typical member of Congress

· Describe the importance of the War Powers Act on curbing Presidential power

· What are the Constitutional powers of the President?

· What are the effects of executive orders, executive agreements, and executive privilege?

· Describe the role of the President during a war

· What role does the President play in forming the national budget?

· How frequently does the President veto a bill?

· How frequently are vetoes overridden?

· What is the importance of the President’s power to persuade?

· What is the modern role of the Cabinet?

· Describe the process of impeachment

· What is the federal bureaucracy?

· What is the difference between Cabinet Agencies, Executive Office of the President, Independent Agencies, and Government Corporations?

· What is the spoils system?

· What is the Hatch Act?

· How is the national court system organized?

· Identify the three levels of the federal court system

· What is the jurisdiction of our federal court system?

· What is habeas corpus?

· Describe the appointing and confirming of a federal judge

· What role does public opinion play in judicial decisions?

· What is a writ of certiorari?

· In what cases does the Supreme Court have original jurisdiction?

· What is an amicus curiae brief?

· Describe the opinion writing process

· What is the difference between judicial activism and judicial restraint

Reading

· Janda:  Chapters 11,12,13,14

· Federalist No. 55 and No. 70

· Reader:

· “ Woman on the Hill” by Clara Bingham pp. 289-294

· “Presidential Power” by Richard Neustadt pp. 302-303

· “Bureaucracy” by Max Weber pp. 335-337

· “Bureaucracy: What Government Agencies Do and Why They Do It” by James Q. Wilson pp. 339-346

Unit Five:  Public Policy


Chapter 17—Policymaking


Chapter 18—Economic Policy


Chapter 19—Domestic Policy


Chapter 20—Global Policy

Dates:  February 4-February 29 (19 class days)

Content Goals

· What is public policy?
· How does our federal government determine the federal budget?

· What is social policy?

· What is economic policy?

· What is regulatory policy?

· What is foreign policy?

· What role does divided government play in the policy making process?

· Change in Congress as a result of the 2006 Election

· How has the growth in the number of PAC’s made it difficult for the federal government to enact public policy?

Reading

· Janda: Chapters 17,18,19, 20

· Reader: 

· “Domestic Policymaking” by Roger H. Davidson and Walter J. Oleszek” pp. 396-400

· “Nine Misconceptions about Social Security” by Dean Baker pp. 402-407

Unit Six:  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights


Chapter 15—Freedom and Civil Liberties


Chapter 16—Order and Civil Rights

Dates:  March 3-April 4 (19 class days)
Content Goals

· Use of the 14th Amendment and the equal protection clause to integrate schools

· Explain how the Bill of Rights was nationalized and made applicable to the states—Incorporation Process

· Analyze the free exercise and establishment clauses of the First Amendment

· How has the Lemon test been applied to separation of Church and State

· How has the Miller test been interpreted?

· What types of speech can be limited?

· Explain the Constitution evolution of due process

· How has the right to privacy evolved and become a Constitutional right?

· How has abortion rights been modified?

· Explain the Civil Rights Act of 1964

· Explain the Voting Rights Act of 1965

· How has Congress extended civil rights through legislation?

· Discuss the significance of the following Supreme Court Cases:

· Barron v. Baltimore

· Lemon v. Kurtzman

· Mapp v. Ohio

· Gideon v. Wainwright

· Miranda v. Arizona

· Griswold v. Connecticut

· Roe v. Wade

· Planned Parenthood v. Casey

· Webster v. Reproductive Health

· Heart of Atlanta Hotel v. United States

· Brown v. Board of Education I

· Brown v. Board of Education II

· Plessy v. Ferguson
· Gitlow v. New York

· Baker v. Carr

· Westbury v. Sanders

· Adarand v. Pena

· Regents of the University of CA v. Bakke

· Engel v. Vitale

· Abington School District v. Schemp

· Miller v. California

Reading

· Janda:  Chapters 15,16

· Selected sections of landmark Supreme Court Cases

· Reader:

· “On Liberty”  by John Stuart Mill pp. 86-92
· “Multicultural Citizenship” by Will Kymlicka pp. 135-142

Unit Seven:  AP Exam Review

· Approximately the last twenty class days will be devoted to reviewing material for the AP Exam.  This review will include simulated multiple choice and free response sessions.

· There will also be approximately ten after school review sessions available.
