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Course Description

This is a course designed to acquaint the student with a firm understanding of the structure and functions of state, local, and national government. Students will develop an understanding of the fundamental concepts of democratic theory and philosophy, examine the structure and institutions of the national government, analyze the Constitution and amendments, and investigate political beliefs and behaviors, party politics and interest groups.  Civil rights and civil liberties and the interplay of freedom and equality are also primary areas of content and class discussion.  The course also traces the development of government in the U. S. and the world and exposes the student to contemporary political thought and practice. 

Text

Magruder’s American Government

Grading Policy

Tests

33%

· Tests will be given at the end of each chapter and may include multiple choice, fill in blank, true/false, matching, short answer, and essay. 

Quizzes
33%

· Quizzes will be given at various times during the presentation of material.  Periodic quizzes are not always announced in advance.  

Notebook
33%

· A notebook grade will be taken at the conclusion of each chapter.  This notebook will include section assessment questions, bell ringer activities, notes, and other activities.   

Grading Scale

100-93 A

92-85 B

84-77 C

76-70 D

69-below
F

Make-up Policy

· After each absence check with instructor to see what work was missed.

· A student has three days to make up any work missed following an absence. 
· Schedule a time to make-up work with instructor in advance. 
Class Materials

· A well organized spiral notebook.
· Pencil, Paper, Textbook, Etc.

Class Schedule

· Is available at http://www.quia.com/pages/lasleyapgovt.html.
· This schedule is a brief overview of what will be taking place on a weekly basis.
· A detailed schedule will be posted on a weekly basis.
· Notes, quizzes, assignments, and other information will be posted as well.   

Class Rule

· RESPECT!!!
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