MLA Style 

MLA Source Citation Reference Sheet 

Source citations appear in a Works Cited list at the end of your paper. A source citation gives your reader all the information she or he needs to find the information.

books

Book by a single author

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. Book Title. City of publication: Publisher’s name, year of publication.

Leardi, Jeanette. The Great Pyramid: Egypt’s Tomb for All Time (Castles, Palaces & Tombs). New York: Bearport, 2007.

Two or more books by the same author

Two or more books by the same author are listed together. The author’s name appears in the first entry only. Three hyphens followed by a period take the place of the author’s name for his or her other books. List books alphabetically by title.

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. Book Title. City of publication: Publisher’s Name, year of publication.

---. Title of book. City of publication: Publisher’s name, year of publication.

Green, Robert. Alexander the Great. New York: Franklin Watts, 1996.

---. Cleopatra. New York: Franklin Watts, 1996.

Book by two or more authors

The names of the authors appear in the order in which they appear on the book’s title page. Only the first author’s name is reversed.

First author’s last name, First author’s first name, and Second author’s first name and Last name. Book Title. City of publication: Publisher’s name, year of publication.

Goldstein, Daniel M., and Katherine V. Dillon. Amelia: A Life of the Aviation Legend. Dulles: Potomac, 1999.

Book with no author

Title. City of publication: Publisher’s name, year of publication.

1,000 Makers of the Millennium. New York: DK, 1999.

A book with an editor

The author and book title come first, then the abbreviation Ed. and the editor’s name.

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. Book Title. Ed. Editor’s name. City of publication: Publisher’s name, year of publication.

Melville, Herman. Moby Dick. Ed. Harrison Havford, Hershel Parker, and B. Thomas Tanselle. New York: Penguin, 2001.

Book in a series

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. Book Title. Series name and number. City of publication: Publisher’s name, year of publication.

Note: If there is more than one author, the names of the authors appear in the order in which they appear on the book’s title page. Only the first author’s name is reversed.

Petrini, Catherine M. The Italian-Americans. Immigrants in America 5. San Diego: Lucent, 2002.

Article in a reference book (encyclopedia or dictionary)

It isn’t necessary to include the name of the editor of the reference book. 

“Article Title.” Reference Book Title. Edition number year published.

“Morph.” The Random House Dictionary of the English Language. Unabridged ed. 1967.

PERIODICALS

Newspaper article

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. “Article Title.” Newspaper Name day Month year, edition: page number or numbers.

McLaughlin, Moira E. “For Safety’s Sake.” Washington Post 10 Oct. 2007, late ed.: C14.

Magazine article

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. “Article Title.” Magazine Name day Month year: page numbers. (Note: Do not give volume or issue numbers even if they are listed.)

Lemonick, Michael D. “Souped-Up Telescope.” Time 25 Sept. 2007: 76-78.

OTHER SOURCES

TV or radio program

“Episode Title.” Program Title. Title of the Series. (Note: If there are several remakes of a program, the names of performers, writers, directors, or producers can be included between the title and distributor to distinguish the versions from each other.) Network Name. Call letters, City of the local station. Broadcast day Month year.

“New Artifacts Brought up from Pirate Shipwreck.” All Things Considered. NPR. WCAI, Woods Hole. 8 Aug. 2007.

Digital video disc (DVD) recording

Film Title. Director. (Note: If there are several remakes of a program, the names of performers, writers, or producers can be included between the title and distributor to distinguish the versions from each other.) Distributor, year released.

To the Moon. Dir. Kirk Wolfinger. NOVA Production by Lone Wolf Pictures. WGBH Education Foundation, 2000.

Videocassette (VHS) recording

Film Title. Director. (Note: If there are several remakes of a program, the names of performers, writers, or producers can be included between the title and distributor to distinguish the versions from each other.) Distributor, year released.

D-Day. Dir. Charles Guggenheim. PBS Video, 1994.

Work of art (painting, sculpture, or photograph)

Artist’s last name, Artist’s first name. Title of Artwork. Name of museum or private collection that owns the artwork, City where museum or private collection is located.

Van Gogh, Vincent. Irises. Getty Museum, Los Angeles.

Sound recording

Last name, First name of composer, conductor, performer, or group of performers. Title. (Note: If other than CD, such as audiocassette, LP, and so on, list here.) Manufacturer, year of issue.

O’Dette, Paul. John Dowland Complete Lute Works, Vol 1. Harmonia Mundi, 1995.

Film or film clip

Film title. Director. Distributor, year of release. (Note: Names of performers, writers, and producers can be included between the title and distributor if there are several versions of a movie.)
Merry Melodies: Falling Hare. Dir. Robert Clampett. Warner Bros and Vitaphone Corporation, 1943.

Interview done by the researcher

Last name, First name of person interviewed. Personal, Telephone, E-mail interview. day Month year of interview. 

Blume, Judy. Personal interview. 15 Sept. 2007.

Interview broadcast on TV or radio

Last name, First name of person interviewed. Name of interviewer. Title of Show. Name of the network. Call letters of local station, City of local station. day Month year of interview. 

Ward, Jim. Interview with David Boeri. Radio Boston. Natl. Public Radio. WBUR, Boston. 18 Oct. 2007.

Interview published or recorded 

Last name, First name of person interviewed. Name of interviewer. “Title of Interview.” Title of Publication. day Month year of interview. pages if necessary. 

Blume, Judy. Interview with Ellen Barry. “Judy Blume for President.” Boston Phoenix. May 1998. 21-28.

ONLINE SOURCES

Citing online sources has the same goal as citing print sources: to give the reader enough information to find the source. 

Document within a Web site 

Author’s last name, Author’s first name (if known). “Document Title.” Title of Web site. Date of publication (or last update). Name of Sponsoring Institution. day Month year of access <URL>.

“Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” UN Briefing Papers/Human Rights Today. 2001. United Nations. 18 Oct. 2007 <www.un.org/rights/HRToday/>.

Personal Web page

Last name, First name of person who created site. Title of the Web site or the words Home page. day Month year of last update (if given). day Month year you accessed the site <URL>.

Wood, Lloyd. Lloyd’s Satellite Constellations. 22 Oct. 2005. 23 Oct. 2007 <http://personal.ee.surrey.ac.uk/Personal/L.Wood/constellations/>.

Online newspaper or newswire article

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. “Article Title.” Newspaper or Newswire Name day Month year. day Month year of access <URL>.

Johnston, Cynthia, “Tutankhamun’s Face Goes on Public Display in Tomb.” Reuters 4 Nov. 2007. 5 Nov. 2007 <http://www.reuters.com/article/
scienceNews/idUSL0435787420071104>.

Online magazine article

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. “Article Title.” Periodical Name Month year. day Month year of access <URL>.

Dickerman, Sara. “Twisted Desire: An Eater’s Guide to Pretzels.” Slate Oct. 2007. 18 Oct. 2007 <http://www.slate.com/id/2175228/fr/flyout>.

E-mail communication

Writer’s last name, Writer’s first name. “Title of message, if any, taken from subject line.” E-mail to First name Last name of recipient. day Month year of message.

Hughes, Ruth. “19th century comic Valentines available online.” E-mail to EXLIBRIS-L Listserv. 31 Jan. 2007.

Podcast

“Title or description of podcast.” Date of podcast. “Title of Podcast Show.” Title of Larger Site (if it applies) date Month year of download <URL>.

 “The Birth of the Frito.” 18 Oct. 2007. “Hidden Kitchens.” NPR Morning Edition 30 Oct. 2007 <http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15377830>.

Wikipedia entry

“Entry title.” Wikipedia. day Month year information retrieved <URL>.

“Rosie the Riveter.” Wikipedia. 19 Oct. 2007 <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosie_the_Riveter>.
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