MLA Style 

MLA Parenthetical Citation Reference Sheet

Introduction

Parenthetical citations appear in the text of your paper and direct the reader to a source in your Works Cited list. 

Parenthetical citations usually show two pieces of information from the Works Cited source: the author’s last name and the page reference in your source. Parentheses enclose the information and come before the period. 

Each item below has a sample text with a parenthetical citation in parentheses. The Works Cited source that the parenthetical citation refers to follows the sample.

Parenthetical citation of a work by a single author

The Great Pyramid was built about 4,600 years ago in Egypt, near the town of Giza (Leardi 4). 

The parenthetical citation tells us that the information about the Great Pyramid appears on page 4 in a work by Leardi.
The Works Cited list source:

Leardi, Jeanette. The Great Pyramid: Egypt’s Tomb for All Time (Castles, Palaces & Tombs). New York: Bearport Publishing, 2007.

Parenthetical citation of a work by two or more authors

In a parenthetical citation for a work with two or more authors, all last names and page numbers are cited. 

Amelia Earhart wasn’t just a legend; she was a real woman who rejected traditional female roles and reached for the skies (Goldstein and Dillon 21).

The parenthetical citation tells us that the information appears on page 21 in a work by authors Goldstein and Dillon.
The Works Cited list source:

Goldstein, Daniel, and Katherine Dillon. Amelia: A Life of the Aviation Legend. Dulles: Potomac, 1999.

Parenthetical citation of part of an article or book, such as an introduction or foreword 

A parenthetical citation for part of an article or book also includes the author(s) name and reference page number. However, in an introduction or foreword, page numbers are often in Roman numerals, as they are in this quote. 

“The restless and expansive age of the Vikings lasted for about two hundred years” (Kellogg xvii). 

The parenthetical citation tells us that the information appears on page xvii and was written by Kellogg.

The Works Cited list source:

Kellogg, Robert. Introduction. Sagas of Icelanders. Ed. Ornolfur Thorsson. New York: Penguin, 1997.

Parenthetical citation of a Web site

A parenthetical citation is not always the best way to cite an entire work, such as a TV or radio program, or an entire Web site. Begin your in-text citation with the information that begins the Works Cited entry and refer to the Web site.

“The Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” created in 1948 after World War II, can be found on the United Nations’ Web site.

This in-text reference uses the words “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” first and mentions the UN Web site, so it can be found easily in the Works Cited list.

The Works Cited list source:

“Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” UN Briefing Papers/Human Rights Today. 1998. United Nations. 18 Oct. 2007 <www.un.org/rights/HRToday/>.
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