Me llamo:________________________					La fecha:___/___/____

There are many reasons for learning to speak Spanish. 
Which of these reasons is most important to you?
Every language has its own personality. To really get to know someone, you have to speak that person’s language. Someday you may travel to one of the many Spanish speaking countries in the world. Whatever your reason for going, you’ll get a lot more out of your stay if you can speak the language. One of my absolute favorite quotes by Nelson Mandela says “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]You’re living in one of the major Spanish speaking countries right now - The United States! Learning Spanish can open up a whole new world of information, entertainment, and adventure. Spanish-language movies, books, videos, magazines, TV shows, and music are all around you. 
One of the best reasons for studying Spanish is for satisfaction. Studying another language is a challenge to your mind, stimulating parts of the brain that aren’t normally accessed on a day to day basis. You get a great feeling of accomplishment every time you have a conversation in Spanish! 
¿Sabías…? Spanish language and culture are important parts of our own national history. As you begin your study of Spanish, you should be aware that…
· The Spanish were among the first European explorers in what is today the United States. 
· The Spaniards founded St. Augustine (San Agustín) Florida, the first European settlement in the United States, in 1565.
· Parts of the U.S. once belonged to Mexico. 
· Spanish is the second most frequently spoken language in the U.S.
Herencia hispánica- Working in small groups, discuss the following topics. 
1. Many cities in the U.S. have Spanish names. Name any cities that you know of with Spanish names. (Hint: Many begin with San, Los, and Las.)
2. Many foods common in the U.S. come from Spanish speaking countries. List foods from a Spanish-speaking country that you’ve eaten or have heard of.
3. Try and name any countries that you know Speak Spanish. What do you know about these countries?
4. Can you name any famous Spanish speaking people? They can be a movie star, an athlete, a singer…
Cognates
Cognates are words in two languages that share a similar meaning, spelling, and pronunciation. Because both the English and the Spanish languages have Latin roots, around 30 to 40% of all words in English have a related word in Spanish. Therefore, for Spanish learners whose native language is English, cognates are an obvious bridge to the Spanish language.
	Types of Cognates


	Words spelled exactly the same
	Words spelled similarly
	Words that are less similar but with the same root
	Words spelled differently but with the same sound

	animal
	animal
	declaration
	declaración
	sport
	deporte
	pleasure
	placer

	atlas
	atlas
	contamination
	contaminación
	dozen
	docena
	peace
	paz

	colonial
	colonial
	corrosion
	corrosión
	past
	pasado
	equal
	igual

	hospital
	hospital
	diary
	diario
	family
	familia
	initials
	iniciales

	pizza
	pizza
	dinosaur
	dinosaurio
	calendar
	calendario
	
	

	radio
	radio
	human
	humano
	
	
	
	



You may not know it, but if I tell you that el = the, and hay = there are, you can read this entire Spanish paragraph!
El elefante es un animal inteligente. Hay muchos elefantes en África. El camello es un animal enorme. Hay camellos en el desierto. El tigre es un animal feroz. El león es otro animal feroz. Hay muchos animales feroces en el circo. El circo es muy interesante. 
What are the cognates you’ve seen in the paragraph? List them with the English equivalent here.
______________ = ______________	______________ = ______________
______________ = ______________      ______________ = ______________
______________ = ______________      ______________ = ______________
______________ = ______________      ______________ = ______________
______________ = ______________      ______________ = ______________
