2NA Word Power List A 
2011 Term 2
(I) – Intransitive verb, i.e. used with object
(T) – Transitive verb, i.e. used without object

adv – adverb
prep – preposition
usu – usually 
phr v – phrasal verb
	1. jerk

	(T) Pull hard and suddenly, and usu in short movements
Synonyms: yank, tug

- He jerked her back from in front of the speeding car.

(T, I) to move with bumps and jolts, or cause somebody or something to do this

Synonyms: jolt, 

- The car jerked forward.

	2. jolt
	(T, I) to shake or jerk suddenly and violently, or make somebody or something shake or jerk suddenly and violently, especially as a result of a sudden movement 

- The train jolted to a stop.
(T) to startle or shake somebody out of a daydream, fantasy, or other state of semi-awareness

- The recess bell jolted the sleepy students to life.

	3. jostle
	(T, I) to knock or bump against somebody, or push or elbow somebody deliberately, sometimes as an expression of aggression or hostility

Synonyms: shove, push
- We managed to jostle our way to the front.

	4. lash
	(T, I) [(I) always + adv/prep (down/across, etc)] smash onto something; to have a strong or powerful, often continuous, impact on a surface

Synonym: smash, bash

- Heavy seas lashed the shore.

- The heavy rain lashed down continuously.

(T) to hit somebody or something with a whip or an object like a whip, often repeatedly as a form of punishment

Synonym: whip, belt, strike
- The guards lashed the prisoners severely.

	5. lunge
	(I) move suddenly forward threateningly

Synonyms: pounce, leap
​- The brave girl lunged at her kidnapper when he was not looking.

	6. outpace
	(T) to do better or go faster than something or somebody else

Synonyms: outrun, outdo
- The sprinter’s natural speed helped him outpace his rivals easily.

- Singapore outpaced most countries in recovering from the crisis.

	7. plunge
	(T) [usu + into] put something quickly or firmly into something such as a liquid or container

Synonyms: thrust, stab, immerse

- The assassin plunged the dagger into the sleeping king’s heart.

(I) to move suddenly downward or forward, or move something in this way

Synonyms: fall, dive 

- The swimmers all plunged into the water at the sound of the horn.

	8. pounce
	(T, I) [usu + on, upon] to jump or swoop suddenly toward or onto somebody or something and grasp, especially onto prey

Synonyms: spring, swoop, ambush
- The cat pounced on the unsuspecting mouse.


	9. scamper
	(I) [always + adv/prep (in/out/off, etc] to run or go hastily or quickly with small light steps
Synonyms: hurry, scurry, scuttle, dart
- The children were excited to see a squirrel scamper up a tree.

	10. scramble
	(I) [always + adv/prep (up/down/back, etc] to climb or crawl quickly with hands and feet

Synonyms: climb, crawl

- The trespassers scrambled over the fence and escaped.

- The survivors scrambled down the stairs with thick smoke hanging above them.
(I) to move in haste and with a sense of urgency, usu in a confusion
Synonyms: rush, hurry, scuttle 

- The villagers scrambled to the safety of the hills to avoid the tsunami.
(I) [always + to/for] compete energetically with others

- The crowd scrambled for the few remaining tickets.

- Business is booming, and foreign investors are scrambling to invest.

(T) to mix together, usually in a confusing manner

Synonyms: mix, jumble, mess up

- He scrambled his message to keep it safe from curious eyes.

	11. scurry
scurried
	(I) [always + prep (about/around/off/across, etc)] to move fast with small quick steps, to hurry, especially because of fright
Synonyms: dash, rush, hurry, scamper, dart
- They were scurrying around like ants.

	12. scuttle

	(I) [always + prep (along/past/down)] 

Synonyms: dash, rush, scuttle
- I saw Miss Yang scuttling down the corridor.

(T) to sink a ship by making holes in the bottom

Synonyms: spoil, ruin, wreck

- The commanders scuttled the ship to block the entrance to the bay.

	13. shoot
shot
	(T, I) [always + adv/prep (into/across/out of, etc)] move or move something very suddenly and quickly

Synonyms: speed, dash, zip 
- The flames shot into the air.

- She shot an arm out to catch it just in time.

	14. shove
	(T, I) to push forcefully in a rough or careless way, using hands or shoulders

Synonyms: push, jostle, thrust
- The bullies pushed and shoved all the way to the front of the queue.

	15. skitter
	(I) to go, run, or glide quickly and lightly. 

Synonyms: run, glide, skip

- A button sprang off his shirt and skittered across the floor.

	16. smash
	(T, I) to break or break something noisily into many pieces

Synonyms: shatter, destroy, crush
- Someone has smashed a window.

(T) [always + adv/prep (against/on/through, etc)] to hit something against another thing with great force

Synonyms: slam, knock, crash

- He fell and smashed his head against a wall.
- He smashed the bat through the car window.
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	17. Snap

snapped
	(T, I) to break or break something suddenly with a short loud noise
Synonyms: break, crack
- When the rope snapped, Claris fell into the water.

(T) [often + at] to speak in a sudden, angry way.

Synonyms: bark, shout

- “What is it now?” he snapped.

- The manager snapped at the worker for being late.

(I) suddenly lose control and become angry or upset

Synonyms: crack up, break down

- She was bound to snap under all that pressure.

	18. snatch
	(T) to pull or take something away quickly

Synonyms: grab, seize
- The thief snatched the old lady’s purse and ran.



	19. Spring

Sprang

sprung
	(I) [usu + adv/prep (up/at/out/from/into, etc)] to jump or move quickly, usu in a particular direction

Synonyms: leap, bounce
- His father sprang into action at the first sign of trouble.

- The tiger sprang out and caused panic among the villagers.

(T) to make, produce or bring out suddenly

- The boss sprang a surprise at the office by announcing a holiday.

	20. sprint
	(I) [always + adv/prep] run, swim, etc very fast for a short time.

Synonyms: run, race, gallop, dash
- Children sprinted to the canteen and the field when the bell rang.

	21. swoop
	(I) [often + adv/prep (down/on/upon)] sweep quickly and suddenly downwards to attack or catch
Synonyms: lunge, dive, pounce on
- The aircraft swooped down on the enemy artillery.

- The drugs squad swooped and discovered 240 kg of cannabis.

	22. Tear

Tore

torn
	(T, I) to come apart or cause to come apart by a pulling action

Synonyms: rip, slash
- The coat is made of very thin material that tears easily.

(T) [always + prep (away/from] to pull or snatch violently

Synonyms: pull, rip, pluck, wrench

- The explosion tore the door from its hinges.

(I) [always + adv/prep] to move or behave with force, energy or violent haste, esp in an uncontrolled way
Synonyms: dash, rush, charge

- The wind tore through the trees.

- I tore around the house looking desperately for my keys.


	23. Trot

trotted
	(I) [usu + adv/prep (into/along/after, etc)] walk or move with short quick steps

Synonyms: walk, hurry
- The pop star hurried off, and her assistants trotted after her.

	24. Whir
whirred
	(I) make a fast repeated quiet sound

Synonyms: hum, buzz, drone
- An electric fan whirred softly in the corner of the room.

	25. whisk
	(T) to remove something with a quick light brushing or sweeping movement

Synonyms: brush, sweep

- He whisked the crumbs from the table.

(T, I, phr v) [always + away/off] to move somewhere quickly or suddenly, or make somebody or something do this

Synonyms: rush, hurry
- The ambulance whisked her off to the nearest hospital.

	26. Whiz
whizzed
	(I) to make a humming, buzzing, or hissing sound, as an object passing swiftly through the air.
Synonyms: speed, fly, rush, zip
- Angry hornets whizzed by in a cloud.



	27. yank
	(T, I) [for (T), always + adv/prep (back/out/open, etc)] to pull suddenly with great force

Synonyms: pull, tug, snatch
- The worried mother yanked the child back into the house.

- They finally yanked open the jammed door.

	28. Zip

zipped
	(I) [always + adv/prep (through/past/along, etc)] move very quickly

Synonyms: whiz, rocket, zoom
- The car zipped past at 160 kph.

- We zipped through customs with little problem.


