                                              Français IA: 2010-2011
Madame Bourgeois

         abourgeois@roseville.k12.mi.us
Objective:  This class has been designed to develop basic foreign language skills in terms of speaking, writing, listening comprehension, and reading.  Along with learning vocabulary and grammatical concepts, students will develop an appreciation for different countries and cultures.  Upon successful completion of this class, students will be encouraged to take French IB.

Course Outline:  In the first semester, we will be covering the first three units of the textbook Discovering French Nouveau Bleu.  Vocabulary will include: greetings, numbers, time, family, days, months, food, beverages, and leisure time activities along with various other popular words and phrases. Students will also learn how to accept invitations and ask questions, order in a restaurant and pay for their bill, discuss the weather, and talk about themselves and their likes and dislikes.   Towards the end of the first semester, an irregular verb and several regular –er verbs will be mastered along with interrogatives and adverbs.    

Online Textbook:  Students with Internet access will be able to view the text online at:  www.classzone.com
When students first establish their usernames and passwords, they will need this access code: 2760016-10. Click on ONLINE BOOK and follow the steps from there.   In addition they may also access an online workbook, web quests, vocabulary flashcards, self-check quizzes, and compositions.  Please encourage your son/daughter to use this excellent resource as often as they can.  Students with Internet access should be doing flashcards daily.  If you do not have Internet access, students can use the school library or the public library to benefit from this website.  
Homework:  All homework will be graded on a five-point scale and is to be turned in on time.  Frequent assignments are very important in a foreign language class.  Students need practice to achieve proficiency and daily effort is essential.  If assignments are not turned in or are only partially completed, grades will suffer.  All I ask is that each student makes his/her best effort.  Homework will account for at least 25% of a student’s grade.  
Materials:  All students will need a 1” binder with 5 dividers, a writing utensil, a red pen, and their student planner.  Most students feel that a binder helps them to be organized and also serves as a good study tool.  It will be graded each semester. Binders are due by Monday, September 13th.  If you need assistance purchasing a binder, please let me know.  If your son/daughter is interested in a scholastic subscription to a small French magazine titled “Allons-y” geared towards first year language learners, please send in $7.00 for 6 issues by Monday also.  It’s a great way for students to use their new language skills and have fun too.  You can check out the publication online through Scholastic books. 

Websites:  I have created a web page for students and parents to access information regarding upcoming quizzes, tests, projects, and field trips.  Parents may also e-mail me to check their student’s progress.  This website has a variety of games and practice materials to help students master the vocabulary that we will be studying this year.  If you have computer access, please check it often.  I have also included the school calendar for your convenience. The address is: http://www.quia.com/pages/bourgeoisfrancais.html. 

Another great site where families can receive French words of the day, daily lessons, etc . . .  can be found at

http://french.about.com/od/francophonie/a/daily.htm
Students can also practice vocabulary words at http://conjuguemos.com/home/index.html.  They do not need to register.  They simply click on student log-in, click on French vocab by book on the left side of the screen, and then scroll down until they see Discovering French Bleu.  From here they can print out vocabulary lists to study and quiz themselves on the spelling.  As they progress further in French, they can use this site to practice verbs.  
Grading: Student participation, homework, projects, binders, quizzes and tests will all be used to evaluate students.

Rules:
1.  Be in class on time with the necessary materials.

2.  Respect others and their properties.

3.  Maintain a positive attitude.
Discipline Policy:

All students will follow the TIME OUT policy as stated in the Student Code of Conduct.

Rewards:

1.  Positive encouragement and praise

2.  Extra credit points

3.  Homework coupons

4.  French games
Note to the Students:  I hope that this class will be one of your favorites.  You will work hard, but your efforts will pay off.  You will have the opportunity to learn another language, taste French food, and learn through games and many partner activities.  If you are willing to abide by the rules of the class and put forth your best effort, please sign below.

________________________

Note to the Parents/Guardians:  I value your input.  Please share any information with me that you think will affect your student’s learning. Your support will mean a great deal to your son/daughter.  Even if you have never studied a foreign language, you can help by encouraging your son/daughter to share some of the language and by helping to study for quizzes and tests.  If you need to contact me for any reason, please leave a message with the office and I will return your call as soon as possible.  If you prefer to use e-mail, my address is abourgeois@roseville.k12.mi.us.  If I can contact you by e-mail, please write your e-mail address on the second line.  Periodically, I will send updates and advanced notification of quizzes, tests, and projects.  Thank you for discussing this plan with your son/daughter. 
Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________________

Parent/Guardian E-mail ______________________________________
I am looking forward to a great year!  

Mme Bourgeois

Please keep the first page for reference.  I only need this page back.  (
To facilitate adding over a hundred new e-mails to my distribution list, it would greatly help if you could also send me an e-mail with your son/daughter’s name in the subject line.  Thanks!  (
