Course Syllabus

Geometry Honors/ Geometry
Teacher: Mrs. Brandy Hay

Room: 502

E-mail: bhay@wcs.k12.va.us
Webpage: www.quia.com/pages/haygeometry.html
Description

Prerequisite: Vocational Algebra, Part II or Algebra I. This course stresses the basic structures of geometry and the development of formal proofs. Theorems and postulates deal with relationships among the basic elements of space: the point, the line, and the plane. There is an equal emphasis on concept understanding and concept applications in formal proofs. Algebraic skills are reviewed periodically. The course also deals with trigonometry, area and volume, constructions, coordinate geometry and transformations. 

Broad Goals

1. To learn basic geometry skills necessary to study additional math courses.

2. To be able to solve problems in geometry by applying algebra skills and solve application problems.

3. To provide students with the mathematical proficiency necessary for higher level mathematics courses.

4. To eliminate or reduce math anxiety by making geometry more understandable and applicable to everyday life.

Communication and Learning Skills

The student is expected to listen closely, take notes, ask pertinent questions, do homework and read the textbook.  Lecture will not deliver the sum total of the textbook to the student. Test questions will be asked covering lecture, worksheet and textbook material. The student will be expected to write coherently and accurately about the subject. Verbal skills and mental discipline go hand and hand. The textbook is designed to help students in thinking and communicating in the language of mathematics. Textbook and workbook exercises encourage these communication skills.

Instructional Materials

Textbook: Glencoe Geometry. (Issued by Library)

Calculator: I have a classroom set of calculators that you may use in class only.  I will not let them leave the room.  If you plan to bring your own calculator, make sure that you have your name on it.  We will use the Casio CFX – 9750GII .  If you are planning on investing in a calculator, I highly recommend this one or the Casio FX-9750G Plus.

. 
Supplies Needed

Each student will need a three ring binder, loose paper, pencils, graph paper (if desired), compass, different colored highlighters or colored pencils, your book, workbook, and a calculator (if desired).  

Grading Criteria

Quizzes




50 points each

Homework/5 minute checks

20-25 points each

Major Tests



100 points each

Homework: Homework will be assigned on a regular basis. I will check each day to ensure you have completed the homework. Once I have checked to see that you have completed the homework, we will go over the assignment. At the end of the week, I will use my homework check sheet to issue a homework grade for the week. I will explain this in more detail on the first day of class. There will be a five minute check assignment after each completed section, which should be completed during the first 5 minutes of class or last five minutes of class and turned in. At the end of the chapter, the cumulative grade from the sections will be averaged for one homework grade. I may also take up a homework sheet to grade for accuracy.
Quizzes: Quizzes will be given on a regular basis. These quizzes could either be announced or unannounced. These quizzes will be given over one, two, or three sections covered. There will be at least two over each chapter; however there could be more than two.
Tests: A major test will be given after each chapter or after a certain number of sections in a chapter are covered. Any missed tests may be made up after school. 

Exam: A comprehensive end of course test will be given which will count as 20% of your course grade. Check student handbook for exemption requirements.

Grading Scale

A 

93 - 100

B 

85-92

C 

77-84

D

70-76

F

Below 70

Classroom Rules

1. Be in your assigned seat, quiet, and ready to begin class when the tardy bell rings. I will follow the school tardy policy.

2. Bring materials to class. Pencils, book, notebook, paper, etc.

3. Make up work is your responsibility.

4. Use restroom before class.

5. If you chew gum, then make sure you throw it away when you are done chewing. I do not want to find gum in the floor or on the bottom of the desks. 

6. Snacks and drinks are allowed, but if you make a mess you must clean it up. 

7. No swearing, teasing, rude remarks, rude gestures, or put-downs. I expect respectful behavior.

8. Keep hands, feet, books and other objects to yourself. 

9. All work turned into the instructor must be written in pencil or points will 

      automatically be deducted from the assignment or test.

Extra Credit

Extra points may be earned by assigned opportunities. These assignments will be worth from 3-10 points each. You can find some of these assignments on my Quia web page.  Just look under extra credit, print off one you like and turn it in when finished. The remaining extra credit opportunities will be given out by me. I will have a few extra credit opportunities available during each nine weeks besides what is listed on my quia. 
Extra Help

Geometry builds as it goes along. If you do not understand one day’s lesson, it makes tomorrow’s lesson impossible. Please get help if you don’t understand a concept. Ask questions in class. I will be available from 3:10 to whenever after school. Please let me know ahead of time if you want or need extra help, so I can make arrangements. Do not hesitate to get extra help when needed. It is better to get extra help than to fall behind. Tutoring is also available before and after school. No appointment necessary: go anytime that you need help. 

Make-Up Policy (School Board Policy (R)-JE)

The student is responsible to find out from the teacher what work they have missed when they return to school from his/her absence. Students have three(3) days to make up work if they have been absent three(3) times or fewer days. Failure to complete make-up work will result in a lowering of student’s grade. Students have an additional day to make up work for each additional day absent. Any work not completed by the end of the grading period, teachers are to assign an “F” on grade card (not an “I” for incomplete). These “F” grades, due to an incomplete, may be changed once the work has been made up to teacher’s satisfaction.

*Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a grade of zero for that assignment.

**PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR NOTEBOOK FOR FUTURE REFERENCE**

**The teacher reserves the right to make changes to part of the syllabus.
