Earth Science
Ms. Cosgrove

kcosgrove@wcs.k12.va.us
http://www.quia.com/pages/cosgroveearthscience.html
Welcome to Earth Science!!!

Please review the following syllabus with your parents/guardians.  Please sign, date, and return to me.
Course Description:
This is an SOL course.  The Earth Science standards connect the study of the Earth’s composition, structure, processes, and history:  its atmosphere, fresh water, and oceans:  and its environment in space.  The standards emphasize historical contributions in the development of scientific thought about the Earth and space. The standards stress the interpretation of maps, charts, tables, and profiles: the use of technology to collect, analyze, and report data: and the utilization of science skills in systematic investigations. Problem solving and decision making are an integral part of the standards, especially as they relate to the costs and benefits of utilizing the Earth's resources. 

Major Topics of Study:
Plate Tectonics

Oceans
Rocks/Minerals

Atmosphere

Earth’s History

Weather/Climate
Solar System & Beyond

Class Rules:
1. You must be in the classroom when the bell rings. Please do not be tardy. School policy for tardies will be followed.
2. No food or drinks in the classroom.

3. Be respectful of yourself, others and their belongings in the classroom. Please raise your hand in order to ask or answer questions or to participate in class discussion. Please do not interrupt others as they are speaking, and please no blurting out in class.
4.  Please bring all necessary materials to class each day.  

5.  Follow directions the FIRST time they are given.

Expectations:
Each student is expected to be in class every day, on time, prepared to work. Students will not be excused to go see other teachers/coaches, to go to the office, nor to call home. Behavior which is disruptive to the teaching/learning process will not be tolerated.  All school policies and procedures will be enforced.
1st infraction = warning
2nd infraction = parent notification

3rd infraction = referred to administration 

Assignments:
-In-class assignments are to be complete and turned in before the end of the period.

-All homework will be taken up at the BEGINNING of class.  Homework assignments not turned in at the beginning of class are considered late and will have points deducted!

  -Any work missed due to an absence should be turned in in accordance with Washington County Schools policy.

Class Structure:
This is a lecture/discussion based class. Students are expected to participate in class discussions and take notes on a daily basis. In order for the class to have productive in-class discussions, students must complete their assigned reading at home. We will also have one to two labs per unit.

Interactive Notebooks:

The interactive notebook will be a collection of work for each chapter.  This notebook will contain homework, notes, quizzes, tests, and handouts.  Each student will be required to keep a three ring binder notebook with dividers for each section.  I will browse through notebooks weekly and record a homework grade based on my findings.  On chapter test days I will collect notebooks and check them for completeness and record a test grade based on my findings.  The interactive notebook will be a great way to help keep students organized and serve as a great study tool for exams!

Honors Classes will also have additional projects given randomly throughout the school year.  Instructions will be discussed at the time of each assignment.

Grading Policy:
Test 



50%

Quizzes


10%

Homework


20%

Class Participation/Lab
20%
A = 93-100

B = 92-85
    C = 84-77
 D = 76-70     F = 69-0
Student Signature/Date: ________________________________________

Parent Signature/Date:_________________________________________

Parent EMAIL address:___________________________________________
