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 37 My Writing Workshops 

Unit 1 
Writing Workshop RETEACH 

Prewriting: Literary Analysis Writing Prompts 
Choose your own poem for your literary analysis, or use one of the following 
prompts. 

WORKPLACE 
It was not uncommon in William Blake’s time for children to be hired out to do 
dangerous jobs such as chimney sweeping. Analyze a literary element such as 
symbolism in a version of Blake’s “The Chimney Sweeper,” and share your 
thoughts on the poem with your classmates. 

SCHOOL 
With a spirit of self-discovery and learning, Walt Whitman wrote the poems in 
Song of Myself. Pick one of the poems, and write an analysis of the speaker and  
the changes the speaker experiences in the poem. 

ART 
In his engravings, Gustave Doré, a renowned nineteenth-century illustrator, 
captured the spirit of many poems, among them “The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “Idylls of the King“ by Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson, and “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe. Find a poem illustrated by  
Doré. Use the illustrations to help you analyze the theme or other literary  
elements of the poem. Share your insights with your classmates. 

CULTURAL STUDIES 
The Chinese poet Tu Fu lived through a rebellion in his country that claimed  
more than half the population before it ended. During the time of the rebellion,  
Tu Fu wrote “Jade Flower Palace.” Write an analysis of the imagery in the poem. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
A. E. Housman wrote about the death of a young man in “To an Athlete Dying 
Young.” Write an analysis of the poem in which you pay particular attention to  
its similes and metaphors. 
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop GUIDED PRACTICE 

Prewriting: Poem, Thesis, and Support 

Use the graphic organizer below to help you choose a topic, write a thesis 
statement, and gather support. Use additional paper if necessary. 

POEM 
Title: 

Author: 

CHOOSE A TOPIC 
Literary Elements Analysis Questions 
  

THESIS STATEMENT 
 

GATHER SUPPORT 
Literary Element Quotation or Detail Elaboration 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ORGANIZATION 
Method of 
Organization 

  chronological  order of importance 

First key point 
 

Second key point 
 

Third key point 
 

 



Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 

 39 My Writing Workshops 

Unit 1 
Writing Workshop TEMPLATE 

Drafting: Organizing and Writing Your Analysis 
Complete the graphic organizer below, and use it to help you write your first 
draft. Use additional paper if necessary. 

INTRODUCTION 
Engaging opening: 
 

Poem title and author: 
 

Thesis statement identifying literary elements and the main idea about their effects: 
 

BODY 
Key point: 
 

Key point: 
 

Key point: 
 

Evidence: 
 

Evidence: 
 

Evidence: 
 

Elaboration: 
 

Elaboration: Elaboration: 

CONCLUSION 
Memorable restatement of thesis: 
 

Closing thought: 
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop RETEACH 

Evaluating: Student Model Think Sheet 
Answer the questions below to get a better understanding of the structure of a 
poetry analysis. Use additional paper if necessary. 
• Re-read “Absence and Loss in ‘Missing the Sea.’” The notes in the margin will 

help you identify important elements of a poetry analysis. 
• As you respond to the questions, think about the use of language, the organization  

of information, and the strategies used for developing ideas and elaborating on them. 

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 
 1. What main idea and literary element are identified as the topics of the analysis? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 2. Which key point best supports the thesis? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 3. How does the organization provide structure for the analysis? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 4. Which explanation of a quotation from the poem is the most helpful? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 5. What is thought-provoking about the conclusion? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop PEER- AND SELF-EVALUATION FORM 

Evaluating: Poetry Analyses 
Use the following questions to evaluate your poetry analysis or that of one of  
your classmates. 
• Make brief notes to answer the questions. 
• Rate the parts of the poetry analysis. The lowest score is 1, and the highest is 4. 
• Make at least three suggestions for improving the analysis. 

 1. How well does the introduction engage the reader and introduce the poem and its author? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: _________________________________________________________________  

 2. What is the thesis? Is it presented clearly? 
  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: _________________________________________________________________  

 3. How well do the key points support the thesis? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: _________________________________________________________________  

 4. Does the elaboration make the evidence more easily understood? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: _________________________________________________________________  

 5. How well is the thesis restated in the conclusion? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: _________________________________________________________________  

 6. Do any of the transitions seem difficult to follow? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: _________________________________________________________________  
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop THINK SHEET 

Revising: Improve Your Poetry Analysis 

Use the rubric in this chart to help you improve your poetry analysis. 
 
Questions Do This Changes You Made 
 1. Does the introduction 

engage the reader and 
introduce the poem and 
its author? 

______Put parentheses 
around the engaging opening. 
______Circle the title and 
author of the poem. 

 

 2. Does the thesis statement 
clearly identify the 
literary elements and a 
main idea about them? 

______Highlight the thesis 
statement. 
______Bracket the literary 
elements and the main idea 
about their effects. 

 

 3. Is the thesis supported by 
clearly stated key points? 

______Underline the key 
points. 
______Draw an arrow to the 
thesis from each key point that 
supports it.  

 

 4. Are the key points 
supported by textual 
evidence and elaboration?  

______Box each quotation or 
detail from the poem. 
______Put a check mark next 
to each elaboration. 

 

 5. Is the organization 
arranged logically? 

______Review the underlined 
key points to determine 
whether their arrangement is 
logical. 

 

 6. Does the conclusion 
restate the thesis and 
include a closing thought 
that connects the poem to 
life in general? 

______Highlight the sentence 
restating the thesis. 
______Double underline the 
closing thought. 
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop PEER AND SELF-EVALUATION FORM 

Proofreading Checklist 

GUIDELINES FOR PROOFREADING 
 Yes No Needs Work 
Is every sentence complete, not a fragment or a run-on? 
 

   

Are punctuation marks—such as end marks, commas, semicolons, 
colons, dashes, and quotation marks—used correctly? 
 

   

Are proper nouns, proper adjectives, and the first words  
of sentences capitalized? 
 

   

Does every verb agree in number with its subject? 
 

   

Are verbs and tenses used correctly? 
 

   

Are subject and object forms of personal pronouns  
used correctly? 
 

   

Does every pronoun agree with its antecedent in number  
and in gender? Are pronoun references clear? 
 

   

Are frequently confused words (such as fewer and less,  
affect and effect) used correctly? 
 

   

Are all words spelled correctly? Are the plural forms  
of words correct? 
 

   

Is the paper neat and correct in form? 
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Framework for Poetry Analyses 
Use the following framework to help you evaluate your own writing  
and the models on the following pages. 
 

 

• Shows a comprehensive grasp of the poem’s significant ideas 
• Analyzes how the poet uses stylistic devices and literary elements to make 

the poem’s meaning clear 
• Uses examples from the poem to support ideas and interpretation 
• Assesses the poem’s perceived nuances and ambiguities 
• Offers a concluding insight into the poem’s universal themes 
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Poetry Analysis: Score Point 4 
Read the student model below. With the Framework as a guide,  
write an evaluation of the model in the commentary box,  
explaining why the model received the score shown above. 
 
Model Commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Nothing I cared, in the lamb white days, that time would take 
me” claims the Welsh poet Dylan Thomas near the end of his poem 
“Fern Hill.” With its rich use of imagery from nature, this poem 
recalls the author’s youth and celebrates it as a time of carefree 
abandon. The poem’s powerful, evocative natural imagery captures 
the lively freedom of youth and points up the ambiguous and 
contradictory nature of our relationship with time and its passing. 
 The six-verse poem begins by recalling the joyous freedom 
of Thomas’s life as a farm boy. From its very first line, “I was 
young and easy under the apple boughs,” the poem equates 
youthfulness with the abundant freshness of the natural world. 
Thinking back, Thomas recalls his relationship with his environment 
as one of regal ownership. He speaks of himself as “prince of the 
apple towns,” “famous among the barns,” and “honored among 
foxes and pheasants.” 
 Thomas also makes frequent use of the words “gold,” and 
“green” and images of light to capture the state of youth, as in “I 
was green and carefree,” “green and golden I was,” “fire green 
as grass,” and “it was all/Shining…” Interwoven with these 
images is Thomas’s acknowledgement of his relationship to 
time. He recalls, “Time let me hail and climb/Golden in the 
heydays of his eyes” and “Time let me play and be/Golden in the 
mercy of his means.” This kind of repetitive phrasing occurs 
throughout the poem, creating a sense of the peacefulness and 
security of the poet’s childhood. 
 As the poem draws to its end, Thomas begins to acknowledge 
how, as a youth, he paid no attention to the fact that time was passing, 
and that he would never get it back. He writes, “I ran my heedless 
ways…And nothing I cared…that time allows…so few morning 
songs/Before the children green and golden follow him out of grace.” 
 In its final verse, “Fern Hill” makes the reader recognize 
that, universally, young people seldom pay any attention to the 
passage of time. But looking back, although our memories can 
give us joy, they may also make us nostalgic for the freedom of 
those forever-lost days of youth. Thomas clearly expresses this 
contradiction in the final line of his powerful poem: “Time held 
me green and dying/Though I sang in my chains like the sea.”  
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Poetry Analysis: Score Point 3 
Read the student model below. With the Framework as a guide,  
write an evaluation of the model in the commentary box,  
explaining why the model received the score shown above. 
 
Model Commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the bursting with life poem entitled “Fern Hill,” by Dylan 
Thomas, the reader is taken back in time to experience Thomas’s 
childhood on a farm. Using many images from nature, the poet 
equates the freedom of youth with the richness of the world 
around him: the blossoming trees, the green grass, and fields 
“high as a house.” This poem not only uses imagery to show the 
carefree attitudes of being young. It also shows how time means 
nothing to youth, but only later on in life does a person think 
about how lost time won’t ever be gotten back. 
 The poem starts out describing the farm where Thomas 
lived. It talks about the “lilting house,” the barns, and things like 
rivers, daisies, and barly, in language that makes the reader feel 
what a rich and peaceful place it was to live. You get the idea 
that Dylan Thomas really appreciated the freedom he had to just 
run and play, without thinking about time passing. Everything is 
green and gold and filled with light, such as when he writes, 
“And green and golden, I was huntsman and herdsman…” and in 
many other places as well. 
 But the poem also makes many mentions of time. At first, 
time is the poet’s friend. He says Time let him play and be 
golden. Time seemed to be on the poet’s side, in other words. 
But since this poem is one of looking back, he starts to talk about 
other things about time as well. 
 These other things are looking at Time more deeply. Thomas 
says he didn’t care, “in the lamb white days,” or childhood, that 
Time would take him. He also reffers to how careless he was 
about passing time, and says again that he didn’t care that he 
would eventually have to follow Time “out of grace.” By saying 
this, the poet is eluding to getting old. 
 In the last paragraph, Thomas is looking back at his boyhood 
from old age, and all its freshness, which is parallel to the natural 
world’s freshness. Now Time is flying “with the high fields” so 
looking back he feels both joy and also chained by Time. This is 
a great contradictery dilemma, the poet seems to be saying. 

 



 

Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 

 47 My Writing Workshops 

Unit 1 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Poetry Analysis: Score Point 2 
Read the student model below. With the Framework as a guide,  
write an evaluation of the model in the commentary box,  
explaining why the model received the score shown above. 
 
Model Commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Fern Hill” is the name of a poem by Dylan Thomas, from 
Wails. It is a poem about living on a farm as a boy. This was 
Thomas’s childhood. He ran around in the fields and the barns 
and a lot of nature is included in this poem. He seems to be 
saying that life in the country was good because he was free. He 
could do what he wanted. 
 A lot of the words the poet uses are about nature. This would 
be expected since this is a poem about a farm life. There are 
imagry of things like grass and rivers and trees. Also birds and 
horses. All of these make a good natural feeling around reading 
this poem. So you know the poet liked where he lived as a boy. 
 Another theme of the poem is time. Time is passing but it 
doesn’t matter when your a kid. He keeps saying he didn’t care 
about time going by. He was having to good a time. Which is 
natural when your a boy. So there is another connexion to the 
natural world of the poem. 
 Some parts of this poem uses mysterius or confusing 
language. This is probably to make the farm world seem more 
interesting. For instance, he says something about his sky blue 
trades and the farm fled from the childless land. What these 
things are is not to clear. But what Dylan Thomas is mainly 
saying is that it is good to be young and have a farm to play 
around in. Then later time gets a hold on you and you end up 
green and dying. Which hopefully doesn’t mean green has to do 
with some disease. I think this is a good but mysterious poem 
with a lot of nature to equal childhood. 
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Unit 1 
Writing Workshop  EXTENSION 

Practice with Conventions 
Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items.  
(40 points; 4 points each)

 1. Read this sentence. 

In fact, studies show that fewer 
people today have germ–induced 
cavities (Rollins–56). 

  How should the citation in the sentence 
be listed? 
 A) (Rollins, 56) 
 B) (Rollins 56) 
 C) (Rollins: 56) 
 D) (Rollins, page 56) 

 2. Which version of the sentence shows 
correct punctuation? 
 A) The store opens at 8:00 A.M., so 

shouldn’t we be able to get there  
on time? 

 B) The store opens at 8:00 A.M, so 
shouldn’t we be able to get there  
on time? 

 C) The store opens, at 8:00 A.M., so 
shouldn’t we be able to get there  
on time? 

 D) The store opens at 8:00 A.M., so 
shouldn’t we be able to get there  
on time! 

 

 3. Read this sentence. 

Jean asked her children, “What 
taken you so long to get back?” 

  How should the underlined portion be 
written? 
 A) taking you 
 B) have taken you 
 C) took you 
 D) have took you 

 4. Which word is spelled correctly? 
 A) cruelty 
 B) eficiency 
 C) profesy 
 D  temperment 

 5. Which sentence shows correct 
punctuation? 
 A) He is not only a fool; but also grossly 

incompetent. 
 B) He is not only a fool: but also grossly 

incompetent. 
 C) He is not only a fool––but also 

grossly incompetent. 
 D) He is not only a fool, but also grossly 

incompetent. 

 6. Which word is spelled incorrectly? 
 A) accidentally 
 B) comercial 
 C) seize 
 D) yacht 
 



 

Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 

 49 My Writing Workshops 

Unit 1, Practice with Conventions continued 

 7. Which version of the sentence shows 
correct capitalization? 
 A) The Revolution party pushed for a 

Democratic government. 
 B) The Revolution Party pushed for a 

democratic Government. 
 C) The Revolution party pushed for a 

Democratic government. 
 D) The Revolution Party pushed for a 

democratic government. 

 8. Which word is spelled incorrectly? 
 A) financier 
 B) influential 
 C) malicious 
 D) suvenir 

 9. Which version of the sentence shows 
correct capitalization? 
 A) “I have decided to support senator 

James O’Malley in this election.”  
 B) “I have decided to support Senator 

James O’Malley in this election.” 
 C) “I have decided to support senator 

James o’Malley in this election.” 
 D) “I have decided to support Senator 

James O’malley in this election.” 

 10. Which version of the sentence is 
grammatically correct? 
 A) Lynn or Marquette plan to give a 

presentation on the Civil War. 
 B) Lynn and Marquette plans to give a 

presentation on the Civil War. 
 C) Lynn or Marquette plans to give a 

presentation on the Civil War. 
 D) Lynn nor Marquette plan to give a 

presentation on the Civil War. 
 


