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Computer Fundamentals
An Introduction to How the Internet Works
Part A:  
Watch the online video:

 

“The Internet Revealed: A film about IXPs” (Copyright ©2010 Euro-IX) 


You can find it at: http://www.youtube.com/user/TheEuroIX

Then answer the following questions:

1. How does this video describe a network?

2. How does the video describe internet protocol?
3. How does this video describe the Internet?

4. The video says: “Every device on the Internet has its own unique address.” 

What is that address called?
5. Data is sent over the Internet in packets of data.  According to the video, what are three key pieces of information those packets contain?

6. A single message is broken up into packets of data, and those packets may take several paths along the Internet to reach the final destination.  How does the receiving device know how to put all that data back together so that it looks like the original message?

7. According to the video, what is the strength of the Internet?

8. What happens if one path on the Internet is overloaded or broken?

9. What are two methods (described in the video) by which two or more networks can be connected together so they can exchange information?
10. What are some advantages of Internet exchange points?

Part B:  
Here’s another video that will provide a few more details:  
“How the Internet Works in 5 Minutes” (by Aaron Titus for Security Catalyst.com)  


Find the video at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_LPdttKXPc
Be sure to notice some key vocabulary, such as:

server
IP (Internet Protocol) address
client
ISP
packets
router
How the Internet Works (handout)
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