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Department of Family Medicine
February Meeting Minutes

Date: February 14, 2025
Time: 7:00am
Attendees: Dr. Sangita Pillai; Dr. Christen Fragala; Dr. Raymond Lewis; Dr. Joseph Dulac; Dr. Cara Marshall; Dr. Jessica Fournier; Dr. Jennifer Wolf; Dr. Majed Abbas; Dr. Marian Younge; Dr. Emelyn Molato; Dr. Catherine Trinh; Ashley Adams, RN, Quality Improvement Specialist; Maxine Miller

· Call to Order							Sangita Pillai, MD
Dr. Pillai called the meeting to order at 7:00am.

· Approval of Minutes
The previous minutes from November were approved by all.

· New Business
· Dr. Pillai discussed with the department future options for days and times to hold the Family Medicine Department meetings throughout the year:
a. Second Friday of the month at 7:00am
b. Fourth Friday of the month at 7:00am
c. Keep the meeting the same
· You can vote for your preferred option by clicking the following link:
https://qualtricsxms6jzjbprc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3WbxD5F3vrRjgj4

· Other new businesses were brought up such as Committee assignments. Dr. Pillai asked if anyone was interested in joining any of the hospital committees. 
· For a future meeting, a physician from the section of Urology will be invited for discussion.
· Links provided by Dr. Pillai for the Family Medicine Department to look at:
1. https://www.mass.gov/doc/information-for-immigrant-patients-and-their-health-care-providers-on-immigration-enforcement/download
2. https://www.massmed.org/example-guidance-regarding-law-enforcement/
3. https://miracoalition.org/news/know-your-rights/
** Please note: Please note that these guidelines are not legal advice. Dr. Pillai believes this is important, especially with PCPs. LCHC has put it in place saying I am not allowed to discuss that I will let my supervisor know. Have a dedicated person who can discuss with anyone.
· Federal Funding Freeze: a lot of clinics could be affected by this.
· Blue Cross Blue Shield settlement 2.8 billion dollar settlement- There is a webinar that you can attend to see if you are elligble for any payment.
· March 9- Dr. Pillai will be going away to Cambodia to the sister hospital until April
· If anyone is interested in international work—clinic is on a boat and visit schools to provide primary care.
· LGH recently started giving a stipend—send people in March and November every year about $3k – helps cover air fair.
· Old Business
a. Med Exec Committee
· No updates at this point. Next meeting is next Wednesday.
b. Labor and Delivery Committee
· No updates given at this time.
c. Cancer Committee
· No updates given at this time.
d. Credentials Committee
· No updates given at this time.
e. Morbidity and Mortality Council
· No updates given at this time.
f. Perinatal Committee
· Dr. Lewis said the last meeting was in December and about 12-14 policies 
g. MCH Updates
h. [bookmark: _Hlk176522662]DEI Update
Dr. Lewis gave the following updates:
· Juneteenth is still going to be held at a system wide celebration
· Pick up American History Month – look out for notifications from DEI Council
· Another plug—meets every third Wednesday 12-1 via zoom—all are welcome
· Mentorship program – people who want to work in healthcare: people will be matched with someone who is interested in their field.
· Deb Petka to come present at this meeting and give some quick highlights.
· Selected certain holidays that would continue to have system support.
i. Family Medicine Residency Program
Dr. Marshall gave the following updates:	
· Received initial credidation—can officially say that they are now having a Family Medicine residency program.
· Dr. Majed Abbas—Family Medicine faculty—first year out of residency—he is going to be organizing the Internal Medicine portion of the program.
· Dr. Jennifer Wolf—came from GLCHC. She will in charge of OB—she is credentialed for c-sections at two other hositals.
· Dr. Lewis personally thanked Cara Marshall on all her work to get the residency program up and running.
j. Bridge Clinic
· No updates were given.
Adjournment & Other Discussion
· Dr. Fragalla suggested having someone from NENA come and discuss with the group about migraine medications.
· Massachusetts Medical Socitey—looking for more people and energy in participation: current membership fee $500 with local dues and district dues.
· Main District in December and one in April/May.


Next Meeting:
Friday, May 9, 2025, 7:00AM via Zoom


Respectfully submitted,
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Maxine Miller
Medical Staff Coordinator


Approved by:


____________________________                                             ___________________
Sangita Pillai, MD 					       			Date
Chief, Department of Family Medicine
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