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Mesopotamia produces SURPLUS of food               (more than is needed)

Need a system to keep track of surplus food and farming boundaries…
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Rivers flood yearly





Flooding carries water and SILT

SILT = fine, rich soil,    GREAT for plants
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Perfect farming land in:

Fertile Crescent

Modern day Iraq (Middle East)
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2 rivers flow side by side

Tigris and Euphrates

(Fertile Crescent area        in-between 2 rivers)
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Cooperation =

IRRIGATION – organized system of supplying water by using ditches/canals
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People move to the Fertile Crescent for food.

Set up early towns and cities

Have to cooperate to farm and control flooding
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GOVERNMENT - Someone decides what is BEST for group

Civilization – Group of people with complex government and culture
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RELIGION develops - groups of people share same beliefs and values

Example: “I am a farmer who worships a water god to help my crops.”








_1349609409.ppt


With government, some people are more important

Not everyone is equal

- Ruler versus farmer

		 Farmer versus soldier

		 Soldier versus slave
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WRITING starts!!! 

  Cuneiform - wedge-shaped writing pressed into clay tablets

Record amounts of food and seed, storage agreements, sales, purchases, boundary lines, etc.
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SOCIAL CLASSES develop – Group of people hold same social position (prestige)

Example: Doctors have A LOT of prestige in America
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Babylon (Chaldean) takes over Sumerian city-states

(overhead)

Babylonian Empire        (1792-900 B.C.)

King of Babylon = Hammurabi
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Sumerian culture start in Mesopotamia             (3,000-2,000 B.C.)

Region called Sumer

People called Sumerians

(overhead)
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Most religions are POLYTHEISTIC –      believe in many gods

Mono = one

Poly = many

Theistic = god
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Sumerians built temples for gods called:

ZIGGURATS –      pyramid shaped temples, series of steps or levels that rise toward the sky












_1349609401.ppt


- What code of laws does the United States use?

- Why are laws important?

- Are 282 laws (like the Code of Hammurabi)      too many?
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Hammurabi = good king

Creates strong government

Writes code of 282 laws                 to rule with =                “Code of Hammurabi”
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Assyrian Army uses:

		Horse drawn chariots

		Iron weapons

		Bows and arrows (archers)
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Assyrians take over Babylon 

Assyrians build an: 

EMPIRE –  state where one ruler controls several territories by using








_1349609398.ppt


Mesopotamia invented:

		 Soap

		 Writing

		 Government

		 Code of law

		 Irrigation



- Written music

- Sailboat

- Potter’s wheel

- Bronze (how to melt it)

- Wheel!








