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Etruscans = Ancestors (grandparents)                  of the Romans



Speak Latin language



Ruled by Etruscan kings
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Romulus founded city of Rome on a hill



Country of Rome = modern-day Italy (boot)



Tiber River source of water
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Patrician = wealthy class (trace roots back to Romulus)                         can vote, can be an official

Plebian = working class, can vote, CANNOT be an official
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Roman Republic: 



Ran by senate 



Senate elected 2 Consuls to lead government     and army
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Roman people overthrow Etruscan kings



Create a republic –
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Senate = group of representatives elected by noble (wealthy) men

3 groups of people in Rome

Only 2 could vote
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Rome conquers LOTS of land

Spain, France, Greece, Egypt, England
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Slaves =   

NO rights, NO votes
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Julius Caesar            takes over Rome

Declares himself dictator  ruler of Romans

Takes power away from Senate
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Republic becomes an Empire –

country where a single ruler controls a large number of territories








