Maestro, LLC
Increase your writing power
Spring 2017

Instructor:		Cara Fulton  cara.fulton@gmail.com  (202) 505-3412
Schedule:		Thursdays 12:30-1:30pm 
February 2 -  April 27, 2017 (no class April 13th)
Location: 		NIH Building 37 4th Floor Conference room 
Required Text:		Writing Skills Success in 20 minutes a Day, 5th edition (2012)
by Learning Express (includes online practice)
They Say, I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein (pdf provided)
Optional text: 		The Five Elements of Effective Thinking by Edward B. Burger and 
			Michael Starbird (2012) 
Other Resources: 	Laptop Computer with internet access
			Other handouts as necessary (see our webpage)
Our webpage: https://www.quia.com/pages/cfulton/nihnci
www.grammarly.com  Grammarly
www.vocabulary.com  Vocabulary
www.gcflearnfree.org Goodwill Community Foundation
http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ Corpus of Contemporary American English
https://scholar.google.com/  Google Scholar
http://writersdiet.com/ Writer’s Diet Test
[image: maestro logo small]		
Goal:  			Improve writing skills by 10% or more, according to pre and post-test.
Writing Power NCI syllabus 2017.docx		www.maestrousa.com

Weekly Schedule  Class begins and ends on time.
Week 1	Feb 2
Congrats! Everyone can continue to improve their writing.
· What are you hoping to accomplish in this class?
· Survey of Writing Strategies
· Today’s tool: Grammarly
HW: Writing Power Pre-test (20-45 minutes) http://www.quia.com/quiz/457658.html and start collecting journal articles in your field you think are well-written.

Week 2	Feb 9
Element 1: Understand Deeply
Sentence Sense and Punctuation Review I
Review the presentation here: https://mix.office.com/watch/9wxeodcaxdxz
HW: 
1. Read chapter 1 of The Five Elements of Effective Thinking or another book of your choosing and list of type of sentences used in one paragraph in the margins. S=simple, C=compound, X=complex, CX=compound/complex. What do you notice about the pattern?
2. Write four sentences: one simple, one compound, and two complex (one with a subordinating conjunction and one with a relative pronoun
3. Complete pre-test if you haven’t already
 SUBMIT YOUR WEEKLY PARAGRAPH BY NOON ON MONDAYS TO CARA.FULTON@GMAIL.COM


Week 3	Feb 16
Element 1: Understand Deeply
Review pre-test results
Sentence Sense and Punctuation Review II
Writing assignment: A shopping trip for your lab (must include a series, a compound sentence, and a complex sentence. Bonus earned if you include a fancy sentence that begins with an introductory word or phrase or use a dash – properly, of course) 
HW: Lessons 3 and 4: Avoiding faulty sentences and commas in sentences

Week 4	Feb 23
Element 2: Fail to Succeed (make mistakes to learn)
Sentence Sense and Punctuation Review III
Writing assignment: Someone I admire. Introduce this person in dramatic fashion: with a colon! Also include a compound sentence with a semicolon. 
HW: Lessons 5 and 6: More commas, semicolons, and colons
See Swords re titles of articles p 74-75. How do your titles compare?

Week 5	March 2
Element 2: Fail to Succeed (make mistakes to learn)
Word Choices
Cool Tools: Google Scholar and The Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)
See Swales p 28-29 and 138; This + Summary phrase p 43-47
Writing assignment:  Quote something important to you and explain why. Use a dash to add drama. 
Alternatively, tell a clean joke that includes dialogue. 
HW: Lesson 7: Apostrophes and dashes and Lesson 8: Dialogue and Quotation marks

Week 6	March 9
Element 3: Raise questions
Lesson 10: Verb tenses – strong verbs start strong sentences
Writing assignment:  Tale of two stories. First tell the story in the past tense. Then, retell if as if it were happening right now. 
Bonus: Designer punctuation show and tell (bring in an example of “designer” punctuation in action)
HW: Lesson 9: “Designer” punctuation (hyphens, parentheses, brackets, and diagonals)

Week 7	March 16
Element 3: Raise questions
Lessons 11: Using strong verbs (passive vs active)
Writing assignment:  Tell about an experiment you worked on or know about. Summarize it from beginning to end. 
HW: Lesson 13: Using pronouns 

Week 8	March 23
Element 4: Follow the flow of ideas
Lesson 12:  Subject-verb agreement
Less=More lesson
Writing assignment: A day in the life of Mickey Mouse (or any lab animal of your choice). Use appositives to describe. 
HW:  Lessons 13 and 14: Pronouns and “problem” verbs (e.g., sit, set; rise, raise) and “problem” pronouns (your, their, whose, its)
See Swales p 18-19 replacing informal verbs with formal verbs.

Week 9	March 30
Element 4: Follow the flow of ideas
Lessons 15:  Modifiers 
Write with Precision lesson
Writing assignment: Compare two animals (e.g., healthy vs sick)
HW: Lesson 16: Easily confused words (notorious confusables)

Week 10	April 6
The quintessential element: Change
Plain language lesson
HW: Lessons 17 and 18: More notorious confusables and diction
See Sword p 46-47 Rate your writing and p 120-121 Do you suffer from jargonitis?
Cool too: The Writer’s Diet

Week 11	April 20
[bookmark: _GoBack]The quintessential element: Change
Write a memo (part of post assessment)
Post assessment review and rejoicing
Resources for future study – See appendix B
HW: Lessons 19 and 20: More diction and communicating your ideas
Homework: Post Assessment

Week 12	April 27
The quintessential element: Change
Review Post assessment
Post assessment review and rejoicing
Resources for future study – See appendix B
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