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Formatting an Essay


Do you get and instant headache when your teacher asks you to write and essay about a topic and format it in MLA format? Most teachers at Beaumont High School will insist that their students type their essays in MLA format just to torture them; however, they will tell their students that the format is used widely in colleges everywhere. Research shows that MLA format is not as difficult as students may think at first glace. By following a few simple rules, students can succeed at this mundane task.


MLA format requires students to follow a few basic rules. The essay paper must be formatted using the following: (1) 1” margins all around (top, bottom, sides); (2) double space the paper from the very beginning (notice even the heading is double spaced); (3) your essay heading should include your name, teacher’s name, class title, and date (as shown above on this paper); (4) center your title (do not include any extra line spacing or increase the font size); (5) use the 12 Times New Roman font type to type your paper; and (6) if your essay is a research essay, you must include a “Works Cited” page. 


In conclusion, MLA format is not that difficult to follow. So, skip the headache, grab a Starbucks, and get busy. In fact, MLA format will benefit you, the student, as well. The structured format allows you to easily proofread, revise, and edit your essay once it is typed. You will feel a surge of confidence when the essay is returned with an “A!”

