Mrs. Shuman
BHS D14
Class website: www.quia.com/pages/cshuman/erwc
ERWC English 12
Class materials needed:
· Pens (various colors)
· Pencils
· Highlighters (various colors)
· College-ruled, lined paper
· A separate folder for this course
· Post-it notes (small) would be a big help
ERWC: Expository Reading and Writing Course
This is a year-long course in expository reading and writing. Students will be engaging in reading about real-world issues and synthesizing that information to form their own thoughts and opinions. Further, students will then take that knowledge and insight, and write comprehensive, concise, and coherent responses. 
The work in this class is largely collaborative, highly interactive, and requires critical thinking. It is imperative that students be in class daily, and make up any activities that are missed when absent. 
The coursework comes in the form of modules.  Each module will focus on one topic or issue, and be given to the student in the form of reading material packets which they will read, reread, annotate, analyze, interpret, and discuss, both with peers and in written form. These are all skills that are required in both college and real-world settings. 

We will cover 4-5 modules per semester, which will be chosen from the following:
Semester 1:
What’s Next? Thinking About Life After High School
The Rhetoric of the Op-Ed Page: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos
Racial Profiling
The Value of Life
Good Food/Bad Food


Semester 2:
Bring a text you like to class: Bridging out-of-school literacies
Juvenile Justice 
Language, Gender, and Culture
1984 (novel)
A Brave New World (novel)
Bullying: A Research Project 
The length of time spent on each of these modules will vary by module, as well as the expected products of the module (paper, portfolio, art, etc.).







BHS English
Grading Policy
This grading policy has been adopted by the BHS English Department and approved by administration.  All teachers in the department will enforce it.
 
Grading Scale:
· A	92.5 and above
· A-	89.5 – 92.4
· B+	87.5 – 89.4
· B	82.5 – 87.4
· B-	79.5 – 82.4
· C+	77.5 – 79.4
· C	72.5 – 77.4
· C-	69.5 – 72.4
· D+	67.5 – 69.4
· D	62.5 – 67.4
· D-	59.5 – 62.4
· F	59.4 and below

Grades are based on overall percentages accumulated throughout the semester, not the average of the two quarter grades.

Credits:
Per school policy, students who earn a D- or better will receive five credits per semester.  Those who earn an F will receive no credits.  Students who receive a grade of C- or above in an AP class will receive an extra grade point.
Categories:
· Daily assignments – homework, classroom work:			40%
· Major assignments – essays, reports, projects:			30%
· Quizzes, tests, exams:							20%
· Participation:								10%

Extra Credit:
There will be no extra credit offered in this course. Please do not ask!
Late work:
	Assignments are due at the beginning of the period or when collected.  Assignments turned in late will receive partial credit as follows:
· Daily assignments – 50% of earned credit for up to a maximum of five school days late, no credit for assignments more than five school days late.
· Major assignments – 90% of earned credit for work submitted one school day late, 50% of earned credit for work turned in two to five school days late, no credit for assignments more than five school days late.
· No late work will be accepted for credit after the last school day of the semester.
· Per the student handbook, students who miss class for scheduled school activities (e.g., sports, field trips) must meet the same assignment deadlines as other students.

Make-up work:
· Make-up work for cleared absences, including tests, receives full credit for up to five school days after a student’s return to class.
· Make-up work receives no credit until an absence is cleared with the attendance office.
· Assignments missed because of truancy (attendance code R) may not be made up for credit.
	
	Students who know that they must be absent for periods longer than five school days are encouraged to contact the attendance office in advance to request independent study.

If You Need Help:
I am here to help you expand your knowledge by building on the skills you already have. If you are struggling with something, please, come and talk to me. We can set a time to work through any problems you are experiencing and find a solution. I will be more than willing to help you in any way I can. 

A Note About…:
All electronic devices including but not limited to: cell phones, pagers, ipods video games and personal dvd players, are not permitted on campus. If you are caught using an electronic device in the classroom it will be confiscated. Repeat offenders will be suspended.
** Refer to the Behavior and Discipline Code that was given to you for further information on school policies that are enforced in this class. **
By signing this contract, you are acknowledging that you have read the attached syllabus, and are aware of the policies and procedures for the English department as well as Mrs. Shuman’s class. Return this page to Mrs. Shuman.   **** Parents**** I would appreciate those of you who have email addresses to email me directly with your contact information as email is the fastest and easiest way to communicate with you about your child and their progress.  Include the student name in the subject line and your info (name, numbers, time to call if needed, and any other email to reach you by) in the body.

Student Contract

I, ________________________________, have read and agree to adhere to the guidelines of this course as previously stated. I also understand that failure on my part to follow the guidelines set will result in possible parental conference, detention, or a lower grade in this course. 
________________________________________
Print Student Name
________________________________________
Print Parent Name
________________________________________	_______________________________
Parent Phone Number			Parent Email 
_________________________________________	________________________________
Student Signature			Date
_______________________________________		________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature			Date
Thank you,      
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Shuman
