2012-2013
Advanced Placement Language and Composition Course Expectations

Mrs. Adams
Required Materials

· One spiral notebook 
· A pocket folder for handouts

· Blue/black pens

· Pencils

· Current text

· Assignment notebook
Course Description
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition is a college-level course focusing on reading widely and deeply, and writing proficiently in a variety of modes.  Students will interact with fiction, nonfiction, drama, journalism, and other forms of writing in order to learn to read critically and analytically with an awareness of rhetorical and stylistic technique.  They will also learn to apply these skills in their own composition through a variety of written assignments.  They will prepare for and take the AP exam, which occurs on May 10, 2013.
PACC Credit
You may receive credit from St. Mary’s University of Minnesota for passing this course, provided you enroll in their program. This course fulfills requirements for E120 English Composition. Course description: This course emphasizes the process of writing, from the generation of ideas to the editing of the final text. This course studies strategies to improve the organization, development, and style of essay writing. It also stresses helping students achieve competence in grammar, punctuation, usage, and mechanics and includes a review of MLA citation and documentation format in concert with writing a shorter research paper.

Course Objectives/Student Outcomes
Students will

· analyze and interpret samples of proficient composition, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques to achieve his/her purpose.

· apply effective rhetorical strategies and techniques in their own writing.

· create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience.

· produce narrative, analytical, and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence (drawn from primary and/or secondary sources), cogent explanations, and clear transitions.

· demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writing.

· understand the basic grammatical structure of sentences and employ them to enhance the stylistic complexity of their writing.

· demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing sources and interpreting citations.

· write thoughtfully about their own process of composition.

· understand the techniques of visual rhetoric and learn to analyze images as texts.

· evaluate and incorporate primary and secondary sources into researched papers.
Classroom Policy and Procedures
· Arrive to class on time and ready to participate. This includes completing homework from the night before, reading closely and carefully, coming to class with all necessary materials, and being in your seat when the bell rings.

· Students are expected to respect each other and the teacher.

· Eating, drinking, and gum chewing are not allowed.

· Students caught cheating (using another’s work, supplying work to another, plagiarizing, etc.) will receive a grade of zero on the assignment, quiz, or test. The school’s academic dishonesty process will be followed.

· Students will make up work in a timely fashion when out of class, and will consult with the teacher for modified due dates. This is the student’s responsibility.
· Students may not use cell phones, iPods, or other electronics in class. If a device is visible, the teacher will take it from the student.
· Participation Assessment: Twice each quarter, each student will be assessed for participation according to the rubric in this packet. Participation will account for 15 percent of the quarter grade. Do not take this lightly!
Late Policy

The English Department’s late work policy is as follows:

· If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn it in to your teacher by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class or not.

· Late work will be scored according to the following scale:

· Up to 1 day late: 25% deduction

· 1 – 2 days late: 50% deduction

· More than 2 days late: no credit
Please see the teacher if you experience extenuating circumstances and do not wish to be penalized; approaching the teacher is the student’s responsibility.
Writing Assignments
Writing constitutes the majority of the work in this course. All writing assignments fall under these four categories:

· In-class writing: Occasionally, students will complete a handwritten response in the beginning of class. 

· Periodical project (see separate handout for details): Each student needs to read and respond to at least 5 approved periodical articles every quarter in their writing journals.

· Minor papers: These assignments will be assigned in a single night, will not exceed one page in length, and will be worth fewer points than major papers.

· Major papers: These assignments will be less frequent (about twice a quarter) and will be worth substantially more points. All major papers will incorporate two drafts, sometimes with a peer review.

All typed work must be in 12-pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins. Unless otherwise noted, all papers have a length limit of two pages.
A NOTE ON OBJECTIONABLE CONTENT: As is possible in any writing course, we may encounter the fine line between what is aesthetically justified in a piece of writing and what is appropriate given the Catholic mission and ideals of Saint Viator High School. The teacher does not accept work that is obscene, libelous, profane, or otherwise objectionable. If a student has questions about the content of their work, they must see the teacher before the assignment is due.
TURNITIN POLICY (in handbook):

Saint Viator High school has entered into a licensing agreement with Turnitin.com. This is an internet-based computer system that uses a compilation of the internet, academic database and student submissions to check papers for original writing. The goal is to teach students to express themselves effectively and properly through writing and to avoid plagiarism. The internet provides many new opportunities for education. Most of our students use technology to communicate and to acquire information; however, with advancements in technology comes both accidental and intentional plagiarism. Papers submitted to the service are stored in their database as long as Turnitin remains in existence. Turnitin has taken steps to insure that student privacy is not violated. Saint Viator will further insure that privacy by allowing students to submit papers under assumed names. Turnitin is the final arbitrator of the originality of the paper. Students will be required to submit their writing assignments to Turnitin during the school year.
Evaluation and Grades
· All students are required to take the AP exam on May 10, 2013. This is a school-wide policy. If you do not take the exam, you will not receive transcript credit for taking an Advanced Placement course.
· If you drop this course second semester, you will lose the AP designation on your transcript.
· The school’s grading scale will be used and grades will be determined by a running point total. Then, that grade will count as 80% of the semester grade, the other 20% being final exams.
· Tests will be announced several days in advance.
· Quizzes will be given frequently to check for comprehension.

· Missed tests and quizzes must be made up with the teacher in a reasonable amount of time (usually within the amount of time the student was absent from class). Consult with the teacher to determine when this must be done. Tests may also be made up in the Scanlan Center.

· Cheating will result in an F and a disciplinary referral.

Attendance/Absence

· Students are responsible for making up all missed work due to an absence.

· Students are to see the teacher before class on the day of their return in order to schedule makeup work and tests. Approaching the teacher during class regarding makeup work is not acceptable.

· The student has as many days as he or she was absent to make up homework.

· A student going on a field trip, a retreat, an in-school special activity, a vacation, or any other pre-arranged event that will make him or her miss class must discuss it with the teacher in advance. Homework, papers, tests, and quizzes that were assigned ahead of time are due the day he or she returns or the original due date.

· All work assigned prior to a student’s absence is due the day the student returns to class.

· Work missed due to an extended absence will be dealt with on an individual basis. If a student has a long-term absence (more than two days), the student should contact the teacher or classmate to begin working on missing assignments.
Teacher Availability

Mrs. Adams is available at the request of the student at a mutually convenient time. Please see her in room 227 or contact her via email at cadams@saintviator.com. Emails will be read and responded to during school hours. Note: per Saint Viator policy, any time a student sends a teacher an email, he/she must CC (carbon copy) his or her parents on the email. Teachers will CC parents on any emails responding to the student.
Participation Rubric – Note: Values are approximate. They will be adjusted so the total possible participation points equal 15% of the total quarter points.
	
	Excellent
	Good
	Poor
	Deficient
	 

	Attendance / Promptness
	5 - Student is always prompt for class and seated when the bell rings.  
	3 - Student is late to class once every two weeks, and/or is usually seated when the bell rings.
	2 - Student is late to class more than once every two weeks, and/or is rarely in their seat when the bell rings.
	1 - Student is late to class more than once a week, and/or is never in their seat when the bell rings.
	____

	Level Of Engagement In Class
	10 - Student proactively contributes to class by offering original ideas and asking thoughtful questions more than once per class.
	8 - Student proactively contributes to class by offering ideas and asking questions once per class.
	6 - Student rarely contributes to class by offering ideas and asking questions.  Student appears disengaged during discussion.
	4 - Student never contributes to class by offering ideas and asking questions;  is non-responsive, and/or frequently sleeps in class.
	____

	Listening Skills
	10 - Student listens when others talk, both in groups and in class. Student incorporates or builds off of the ideas of others.
	8 - Student listens when others talk, both in groups and in class.
	6 - Student tunes out when others talk, both in groups and in class.
	4 - Student does not listen when others talk, both in groups and in class. Student often interrupts when others speak.
	____

	Behavior
	5 - Student never displays negative behavior during class.
	4 - Student rarely displays negative behavior during class.
	3 - Student frequently displays negative behavior during class.
	2 - Student almost always displays negative behavior during class.
	____

	Preparation
	5 - Student is always prepared for class with assignments and required class materials. 
	4 - Student is usually prepared for class with assignments and required class materials. 
	3 - Student is rarely prepared for class with assignments and required class materials. 
	2 - Student is almost never prepared for class with assignments and required class materials. 
	____

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total---->
	____


