The American Film Institute Research Paper

American Literature

In 1998, the American Film Institute selected the 100 best American movies of all time, and then updated the top 100 list in 2007.  Your task is to choose one of these films and analyze reviews from reputable critics to determine why that film belongs on the list.  
As you research your film, focus on the following features of the movie:

· acting – how well do the actors/actresses embrace their roles and convince the audience of who they meant to portray? 
· cinematography – how do the lighting and camera angles/choices enhance the film experience?

· costume – how do the actors’ wardrobes enhance the film experience?
· dialect – how does the dialogue accurately portray the time period?

· legacy – how has this film changed the way we create and view films?

· music – how does the music/soundtrack complement and enhance the film?

· set design – how does the scenery and setting enhance the film?
· special effects – how does technology enhance the effect of the film / what technological advances were introduced in the filming of the movie?
· timeliness – how is this film exemplary of the time period during which it was produced?

Once you have completed your research, you will choose THREE of these features to center your paper’s thesis on.  By showing how the film effectively embraces these three features, you will argue why this film belongs in the top 100.  A counterargument must also be given for each feature.  
Conduct your research on the Internet.  Useful online sites include:

www.dvdjournal.com
www.dvdverdict.com
www.filmsite.org
www.mrqe.com
www.rottentomatoes.com
*You are not allowed to cite blogs or Wikipedia as reputable sources in your paper.

Requirements for research paper:
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· 3-4 typed, double-spaced pages

· 3rd person point of view

· In-text citations and works cited page using MLA Format

· 5 sources cited in the paper
Due Dates and Timeline
______ Wed., February 3: Film choice due
______ Mon., February 8: 10 credible sources due

______ Wed., February 17: Research materials (notecards) due

______ Mon., February 22: Thesis due

______ Fri., February 26: Outline due

______ Fri., March 5: Rough draft due (for peer editing)

______ Wed., March 10: Final draft due

1  CITIZEN KANE (1941) 

2  GODFATHER, THE (1972) 
3  CASABLANCA (1942) 
4  RAGING BULL (1980) 
5  SINGIN' IN THE RAIN (1952) 
6  GONE WITH THE WIND (1939) 
7  LAWRENCE OF ARABIA (1962) 
8  SCHINDLER'S LIST (1993) 
9  VERTIGO (1958) 
10  WIZARD OF OZ, THE (1939) 
11  CITY LIGHTS (1931) 
12  SEARCHERS, THE (1956) 
13  STAR WARS (1977) 
14  PSYCHO (1960) 
15  2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY (1968) 
16  SUNSET BLVD. (1950) 
17  GRADUATE, THE (1967) 
18  GENERAL, THE (1927) 
19  ON THE WATERFRONT (1954) 
20  IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE (1946) 
21  CHINATOWN (1974) 
22  SOME LIKE IT HOT (1959) 
23  GRAPES OF WRATH, THE (1940) 
24  E.T. THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL (1982) 
25  TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD (1962) 
26  MR. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON (1939) 
27  HIGH NOON (1952) 

28  ALL ABOUT EVE (1950) 
29  DOUBLE INDEMNITY (1944) 
30  APOCALYPSE NOW (1979) 
31  MALTESE FALCON, THE (1941) 
32  GODFATHER PART II, THE (1974) 

33  ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO'S NEST  (1975) 
34  SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS (1937) 

35  ANNIE HALL (1977) 
36  BRIDGE ON THE RIVER KWAI, THE (1957) 
37  BEST YEARS OF OUR LIVES, THE (1946) 

38  TREASURE OF THE SIERRA MADRE, THE (1948) 
39  DR. STRANGELOVE (1964) 
40  SOUND OF MUSIC, THE (1965) 
41  KING KONG (1933) 
42  BONNIE AND CLYDE (1967) 

43  MIDNIGHT COWBOY (1969) 

44  PHILADELPHIA STORY, THE (1940) 
45  SHANE (1953)

46  IT HAPPENED ONE NIGHT (1934) 
47  STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE, A (1951) 
48  REAR WINDOW (1954) 
49  INTOLERANCE (1916) 
50  LORD OF THE RINGS: THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING, THE (2001) 
51  WEST SIDE STORY (1961) 
52  TAXI DRIVER (1976) 
53  DEER HUNTER, THE (1978) 

54  M*A*S*H (1970) 
55  NORTH BY NORTHWEST (1959) 
56  JAWS (1975) 
57  ROCKY (1976) 
58  GOLD RUSH, THE (1925) 
59  NASHVILLE (1975) 
60  DUCK SOUP (1933) 
61  SULLIVAN'S TRAVELS (1941) 
62  AMERICAN GRAFFITI (1973) 
63  CABARET (1972
64  NETWORK (1976) 
65  AFRICAN QUEEN, THE (1951) 
66  RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK (1981) 
67  WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF? 
68  UNFORGIVEN (1992) 
69  TOOTSIE (1982) 
70  CLOCKWORK ORANGE, A (1971) 
71  SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (1998) 
72  SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION, THE (1994) 
73  BUTCH CASSIDY AND THE SUNDANCE KID (1969) 
74  SILENCE OF THE LAMBS, THE (1991) 
75  IN THE HEAT OF THE NIGHT (1967) 
76  FORREST GUMP (1994) 
77  ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN (1976) 
78  MODERN TIMES (1936) 

79  WILD BUNCH, THE (1969) 
80  APARTMENT, THE (1960) 
81  SPARTACUS (1960) 
82  SUNRISE (1927) 
83  TITANIC (1997) 
84  EASY RIDER (1969) 
85  NIGHT AT THE OPERA, A (1935
86  PLATOON (1986) 
87  12 ANGRY MEN (1957) 
88  BRINGING UP BABY (1938) 
89  SIXTH SENSE, THE (1999) 
90  SWING TIME (1936) 
91  SOPHIE'S CHOICE (1982) 
92  GOODFELLAS (1990) 

93  FRENCH CONNECTION, THE (1971) 
94  PULP FICTION (1994) 
95  LAST PICTURE SHOW, THE (1971) 
96  DO THE RIGHT THING (1989) 
97  BLADE RUNNER (1982) 
98  YANKEE DOODLE DANDY (1942) 
99  TOY STORY (1995) 
100  BEN-HUR (1959) 
American Literature: the Research Paper

Dear Parent / Guardian:

This year’s American Literature research paper requires students to select one of the American Film Institute’s top 100 American movies.

Students then:

1. View the film and take a quiz on the movie.

2. Research reviews from reputable critics to determine why the film deserves its top 100 listing.

All of the films are excellent (ask your daughter or son to see the list), but some of the movies examine controversial themes or have “adult” content.

So, if your daughter or son wants to research an R-rated film, I ask you to approve the choice, or you may require a different movie.  

Thanks for your cooperation – and you may want to watch that classic film with your junior and share your insights.

Christine Hinkel

English Teacher

chinkel@saintviator.com
 - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

My daughter / son may use the film ____________________________________ for the research project.

Signature ______________________________________
Date __________________

	Name:______________________

FINDING AND CITING SOURCES

Internet sources can be very timely and very useful, but they should not be your sole source of information because there are also books, journals, government publications, brochures, newspapers, etc. to read, and knowledgeable people to interview.

Evaluating Internet sources is particularly difficult because anyone can put up anything he or she wants to on the Internet. There is no way to monitor what’s there and no fact checking, though there are some site ratings you can check. 

Be sure to document what you find on the Internet in such a way that others can locate what you found. This is most easily done when you accessed the data. Include the date you accessed the material since it can be changed or updated later on. Be sure to browse around on the Web site to be sure you know who the author is, what the sponsoring organization is, and so on so that you can cite the source fully and so that you can evaluate it properly before including it in your paper.

Authorship

-Is there an author or organization clearly indicated? If there’s an author, ask yourself how reputable this person is. Can the author be contacted? 

-What can you find out about the author?

If there is no information on the site, use a search engine. You may find the author’s homepage or other documents which mention this person. Or look up the person on the Internet Directory of Published Writers (http://www.writers.net). If the person is associated with a university, look at the university Web site.

-If there is an organization sponsoring the page, what can you learn about the organization and who they are?

(You can search the site by finding its home page and branching out from links there.)

Does the organization take responsibility for what’s on the site? Does it monitor or review what’s on the site? Look at the address for the site. Does it end in .edu, indicating that it’s an educational institution? If it has .gov, it should be fairly objective government-sponsored material. Addresses with .org are usually non-profit organizations that are advocacy groups. (The Sierra Club is an example of an advocacy group. Their postings will conform to their goals of environmental preservation. Information posted by advocacy groups may be accurate but not entirely objective.) If the site has a .com address, it’s most likely promoting or selling something.

Accuracy of information

-Is there documentation to indicate the source of the information? There may be a link to the original source of the information. 

-Can you tell how well researched the information is?

-Are criteria for including information offered?

-Is there a bibliography or links to other useful sites? Has the author considered information on those sites or considered viewpoints represented there?

-Is the information current? When was it updated? (You can check at the bottom for a "last revised" date and/or notice if there are numerous dead links on the site.)

-Is there any indication of bias on the site?

-Does the site have any credentials such as being rated by a reputable rating group? If you see a high rating, is that because of the soundness of the content or the quality of the design? (An attractive page is not a reason for accepting its information as reliable.)

Goals of the site

-What is the purpose of the site? To provide information? Advertise? Persuade? 

-Are the goals of the site clearly indicated?

-Who is the intended audience?

-Is there a lot of flash and color and gimmicks to attract attention? Is that masking a lack of sound information or a blatant attempt to get you to do or buy something?

Access

-How did you find the site? Were there links from reputable sites? From ads? If you found the site through a search engine, that means only that the site has the words in the topic you are researching prominently placed or used with great frequency. If you found the site by browsing through a subject directory, that may mean only that someone at that site registered it with that directory. 
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How To Cite Materials

BOOKS

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of  Publication.
Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood. New York: Vintage International, 1993.
INTERNET SOURCES

Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Date you accessed the site [electronic address].
The Mission of the Salvation Army. 2009. The Salvation Army. 3 February 2009 [http:// www.salvationarmy.org/ihq/www_sa.nsf/vw-dynamic-arrays /2AF3956053A88A5E80256D4E003B4965?openDocument]. 
HELP:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
This site will go into more detail and help you determine a reputable website from a bad one. It will also show you how to cite a wide variety of sources in case you are having trouble on your own.



	


