The Anglo-Saxons  450-1066

England includes Scotland and Wales

Celts – 1st invaders (tribe)  called “Brythons”  or “Britons”

· Religion – a form of Animism – spirits everywhere

· Druids acted as priests---appeased the gods

             (Stonehenge)  lunar/solar cycles

                                       Mother Goddess –fertility figure/nature

·  Balance - needed 

   Great Father - male god – tribe/culture

Romans – 55 B.C.  conquered   >strategic importance    

· Julius Caesar

· Christianity took hold

                       -    410 AD  Rome pulled out – problems at home

· Roads, walls, villas, public baths

· No central government

· Those they could not conquer they had pushed out to the west and north

· No Rome—no central government—free clans

· W/out central unified government  the  clans were weak

· Invaded many times  by Germanic tribes

Non-Christian     -mid 5th century

Two Germanic tribes      Angles + Saxons 

· 1 tribe from Denmark - Jutes settled  Britain

· Language of      Anglo-Saxons  dominant

· Name from Angles     “Englalond” or England

· Celts   fought the Angles and the Saxons  but retreated to Wales far west of the country. 

· Many great legends—still traces of culture---and language

                                          ---King Arthur

· England divided by A/S  -  each area had a “king”

· ---great “king”     Alfred the Great  871-899

                                    


led against invading Danes

                                     


and unified the country

Danes---Vikings         8th and 9th centuries invaded

· Took northeast central England

· Danish law (Danelaw)  replaced Anglo-Saxons law

· 878 Alfred forced out the Danes and ruled

· Predominantly the kings of Wessex ruled until 1066 

· The emergence of Christianity from missionaries also unified  A/S

· A/S     not barbarians

Religion

· similar to Norse mythology w/animals

· Thunor—Thor—weather—Thursday

· Woden—Odin—death—Wednesday

· Ethics—“manly” virtues

· Bravery, loyalty, generosity, friendship

· Bards/Storytellers       scops

Last invader—William the Conqueror

· Normandy/France          1066

· Three languages were used:  Latin, French, and English.

· Latin was used for all business and legal matters.  EX.. church

· French was the language of the rich and educated.  It was considered more sophisticated and civilized.

· English survived because:

1. it was well-established

2. the people had a pride in their culture and language

3. the Anglo/Normans lost territory so English was reestablished by the new owners.

1200 English reappears in the written word.

Old English Poetry


Regular beat with four stresses regardless of syllables.

Alliteration – the repetition of consonant and vowel sounds at the beginning of words.


Kennings – descriptive compound words.




Ex.  Rosy-fingered dawn




       Wine-dark sea




      Whale-road




       Sea-stallions

Oral tales – basic elements





Voyage





Stranger






Feast





Riches

