


In the first thirty-five or so pages of the book,
Crusoe tells the story of his early life, up to the
time he is shipwrecked, in September 1659. In the
next hundred and twenty pages—the most fasci-
nating part of the book—Crusoe describes his soli-
tary existence, which went on for about twenty-

five years. The final eighty pages recount Crusoe’s .

adventures when ‘‘savages’’ (also called “‘canni-
bals*® and “Indians’’) arrive on the island, and
later on, an English ship whose crew is mutinying.
After the mutiny has been put down, this ship

takes Crusoe and Friday off the island, in Decem-

ber 1686, more than twenty-seven years after
Crusoe was marooned.

In the first of our excerpts from the book, a
storm has just driven Crusee’s ship aground on a
reef, and only he, of all the crew and passengers,
has managed to swim ashore. Imagine yourself as
this young man. Would you behave in the same
manner? :

Crusoe Provides for Himself

walked about on the shore, lifting up my
hands, and my whole being, as 1 may say,

wrapped up in the contemplation of my deliv-

erance, making a thousand gestures and motions
‘which 1 cannot describe, reflecting upon all my
comrades that were drowned, and that there
should not be one soul saved but myself; for, as
for them, I never saw them afterward, or any sign
of them except three of their hats, one cap, and
. two shoes that were not fellows.

1 cast my eyes to the stranded vessel, when the
breach and froth of the sea being so big, 1 could
hardly see it, it lay so far off, and considered,
Lord! how was it possible 1 could get on shore?

After I had solaced my mind with the comfort-
able part of my condition, 1 began to look round
me to see what kind of place 1 was in, and what
was next to be done, and 1 soon found my com-
forts abate, and that in a word 1 had a dreadful

deliverance; for I was wet, had no clothes to shift -

me,' nor anything either to eat or drink to comfort
me, neither did I see any prospect before me but

that of perishing with hunger, or being devoured
by wild beasts; and that which was particularly
afflicting to me was that I had no weapon either
to hunt and kill any creature for my sustenance,
or to defend myself against any other creature that
might desire to kill me for theirs: In a word, I had
nothing about me but a knife, a tobacco pipe, and
a little tobacco in a box; this was all my provision,
and this threw me into terrible agonies of mind,
that for a while I run about like a madman. Night

-coming upon me, I began with a heavy heart to

consider what would be my lot if there were any

.ravenous beasts in that country, seeing at night

they always come abroad for their prey.

All the remedy that offered to my thoughts at
that time was to get up into a thick bushy tree like
a fir, but thorny, which grew near me, and where
I resolved to set? all night, and consider the next
day what death I should die, for as yet I saw no

~ prospect of life. I walked about a furlong® from

the shore, to see if I could find any fresh water to
drink, which I did, to my great joy; and having
drank and put a little tobacco in my mouth to
prevent hunger, I went to the tree, and getting up
into it, endeavored to place myself so as that if I
should sleep I might not fall; and having cut me a
short stick, like a truncheon, for my defense, 1
took up my lodging, and having been excessively
fatigued, I fell fast asleep, and slept as comforta-
bly as, I believe, few could have done in my con-
dition, and found myself the most refreshed with
it, that I think I ever was on such an occasion.
When 1 waked it was broad day, the weather
clear, and the storm abated, so that the sea did
not rage and swell as before. But that which sur-
prised me most was that the ship was lifted off in
the night from the sand where she lay, by the
swelling of the tide, and was driven up almost as
far as the rock which I first mentioned, where 1
had been so bruised by the dashing me against it.
This being within about a mile from the shore
where I was, and the ship seeming to stand upright
still, I wished mysell on board, that, at least, I
might save some necessary things for my use. . . .
A little after noon 1 found the sea very calm,
and the tide ebbed so far out that 1 could come
within a quarter of a mile of the ship; and here I
found a fresh renewing of my grief, for I saw
evidently that if we had kept on board we had

1. shift me: change into.

2. set: stay seated.
3. furlong: one eighth of a mile.
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been all safe, that is to say, we had ali got safe on
shore, and I had not been so miserable as to be
left entirely destitute of ali comfort and company,
as I now was. This forced tears from my eyes
again, but as there was little relief in that, I re-
solved, if possible, to get to the ship; so I pulled
off my clothes, for the weather was hot to extrem-
ity, and took the water, but when I came to the
ship, my difficulty was still greater to know how
to get on board, for as she lay aground, and high
out of the water, there was nothing within my
reach to lay hold of. I swam round her twice, and
the second time I spied a small piece of a rope,
which I wondered I did not see at first, hang down
by the forechains* so low as that with great diffi-
culty I got hold of it, and by the help of that rope
got up into the forecastle® of the ship. Here I found
that the ship was bulged,® and had a great deal of
water in her hold, but that she lay so on the side
of a bank of hard sand, or rather earth, that her
stern lay lifted up upon the bank, and her head
low almost to the water. By this means all her
quarter’ was free, and all that was in that part was
dry; for you may be sure my first work was to
search and to see what was spoiled and what was
free. And first I found that all the ship’s provisions
were dry and untouched by the water, and being
very well disposed to eat, I went to the bread
room and filled my pockets with biscuit, and eat
it as T went about other things, for I had no time
to lose; I also found some rum in the great cabin,
of which I took a large dram, and which I-had
indeed need enough of to spirit me for what was
before me. Now 1 wanted nothing but a boat to
furnish myself with many things which I foresaw
would be very necessary to me.

It was in vain to sit still and wish for what was
not to be had, and this extremity roused my ap-
. plication. We had several spare yards, and two or
three large spars® of wood, and a spare topmast
or two in the ship. I resolved to fall to work with
these, and I flung as many of them overboard as
I could manage for their weight, tying every one
with a rope that they might not drive away. When
this was done 1 went down the ship’s side, and
pulling them to me, I tied four of them fast to-
gether at both ends as well as 1 could in the form

of a raft, and laying two or three short pieces of

- plank upon them crossways, 1 found I could walk

upon it very well, but that it was not able to bear
any great weight, the pieces being too light. So 1
went to work, and with the carpenter’s saw I cut
a spare topmast into three lengths, and added
them to my raft, with a great deal of labor and
pains; but hope of furnishing myself with neces-
saries encouraged me to go beyond what 1 should
have been able to have done upon another occa-
sion. &

My raft was now strong-enough to bear any

reasonable weight. My next care was what to load

it with, and how to preserve what I Jaid upon it
from the surf of the sea; but I was not long con-
sidering this. 1 first laid all the plank or boards
upon it that I could get, and having considered
well what I most wanted, 1 first got three of the
seamen’s chests, which I had broken open and
emptied, and lowered them down upon my raft.
The first of these I filled with provision, viz.”
bread, rice, three Dutch cheeses, five pieces of
dried goat’s flesh, which we lived much upon, and -
a little remainder of European corn which had
been laid by for some fowls which we brought to
sea with us, but the fowls were kilied. There had
been some barley and wheat together, but, to my
great disappointment, I found afterward that the
rats had eaten or spoiled it all. As for liquors, 1
found several cases of bottles belonging to our
skipper, in which were some cordial waters, and
in all about five or six gallons of rack;'" these I
stowed by themselves, there being no need to put
them into the chest, nor no room for them. While
1 was doing this, I found the tide began to flow,
though very calm, and 1 had the mortification to
see my coat, shirt, and waistcoat, which I had left
on shore upon the sand, swim away; as for my
breeches which were only linen and open-kneed,
I swam on board in them and my stockings. How-
ever, this put me upon rummaging for clothes, of
which 1 found enough, but took no more than I
wanted for present use, for 1 had other things
which my eye was more upon, as, first, tools to

- work with on shore; and it was after long search-

ing that I found out the carpenter’s chest, which

~ was indeed a very useful prize to me, and much

. forechains: where the leadsman stands in the bow,

. forecastle: the part of a ship in front of the foremast.
. bulged: leaking.

. guarter: back part of a ship.

. -yards, spars: parts of the rigging.
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9. viz: Latin abbreviation meaning *‘namely.”
10. rack: arrack, a drink made in the Far East.




. more valiable than a ship loading of gold would
. have been at that time. I got it down to my raft,
i even whole as it was, without losing time to look
into it, for I knew in general what it contained.
My next care was for some ammunition and
- arms. There were two. very good fowling pieces’!
" in the great cabin, and two pistols; these I secured
.~ first, with some powder horns, and a small bag of
¢ shot, and two old rusty swords. I knew there were
. three barrels of powder in the ship, but knew not
. where our gunner had stowed them; but with
- much search I found them, two of them dry and

good, the third had taken water. Those two I got

to my raft, with the arms, and now I .thought
myself pretty well freighted, and began to think
how I should get to shore with them, having nei-
ther sail, oar, or rudder, and the least capful of
wind would have overset all my navigation.

1 had three encouragements: I. A smooth calm
sea. 2. The tide rising and setting in to the shore.
3. What little wind there was blew me toward the
land. And thus, having found two or three broken
oars belonging to the boat, and besides the tools

which were in the chest, I found two saws, an ax, .

and a hammer, and with this cargo 1 put to sea.
For a mile, or thereabouts, my raft went very well,
only that I found it drive a little distant from the
place where 1 had landed before, by which I per-
ceived that there was some indraft of the water,
and consequently I hoped to find some creek or
. river there which I might make use of as a port to
© get to land with my cargo. . ..

At length 1 spied a little cove on the right shore
of the creek, to which with great pain and diffi-
culty I guided my raft, and at last got so near, as
that, reaching ground with my car, 1 could thrust
her directly in. But here I had like to have dipped
all my cargo in the sea again; for that shore lying
pretty steep, that is to say sloping, therc was no
place to land but where one end of my ficat, if it
run on shore, wouid lie so high, and the other sink
lower as before, that it would endanger my cargo
again. All that I could do was to wait "til the tide
was at highest, keeping the raft with my oar like
an anchor to hold the side of it fast to the shore,
near a flat piece of ground, which I expected the
water would flow over; and so it did. As soon as
1 found water enough, for my raft drew about a
foot water, I thrust her on upon that flat piece of

11. fowling pieces: guns for shooting birds (fowls).

ground, and there fastened or moored her by stick-
ing my two broken oars into the ground; one on
one side near one end, and one on the other side
near the other end; and thus 1 lay 'til the water
ebbed away, and left my raft and all my cargo safe
on shore.

My next work was to view the country, and
seek a proper place for my habitation, and where
to stow my goods to secure them from whatever
might happen. Where I was I yet knew not,
whether on the continent or on an island, whether
inhabited or not inhabited, whether in danger of
wild beasts or not. There was a hill not above a
mile from me, which rose up very steep and high,
and which seemed to overtop some other hills
which lay as in a ridge from it northward. I took
out one of the fowling pieces, and one of the
pistols, and a horn of powder, and thus armed 1
traveled for discovery up to the top of that hill,
where, after I had with great labor and difficulty
got to the top, I saw my fate to my great affliction,
(viz.) that I was in an island environed every way
with the sea, no land to be seen, except some
rocks which lay a great way off, and two small
isiands less than this, which lay about three
leagues'? to the west.

1 found also that the island I was in was barren,
and, as I saw good reason to believe, uninhabited
except by wild beasts, of whom however [ saw
none, vet I saw abundance of fowls, but knew not
their kinds, neither when I killed them could I tell
what was fit for food, and what not. At my coming
back, 1 shot at a great bird which 1 saw sitting
upon a tree on the side of a great wood; I believe
it was the first gun that had been fired there since
the creation of the world. I had no sooner fired,
but from all the parts of the wood there arose an
innumerable number of fowls of many sorts, mak-
ing a confused screaming, and crying every one
according to his usual note; but not one of them
of any kind that I knew. As for the creature I
killed, 1 took it to be a kind of a hawk, its color
and beak resembling it, but had no talons or claws
more than common; its flesh was carrion,'? and fit
for nothing. )

Contented with this discovery, 1 came back to
my raft, and fell to work to bring my cargo on
shore, which took me up the rest of that day; and
what to do with myself at night I knew not, nor

12. leagues: one league is equal to about three miles.
13. carrion: like decayed meat, inedible.
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indeed where to rest; for I was afraid to lie down
on the ground, not knowing but some wild beast
might devour me, though, as I afterward found,
there was really no need for those fears.

However, as well as I couid, I barricaded my-
self round with the chests and boards that I had
brought on shore, and made a kind of hut for that
night’s lodging. As for food, I yet saw not which
way to supply myself, except that I had seen two
or three creatures like hares run out of the wood
where I shot the fowl. .

I now began to consider that I might yet get a
great many things out of the ship which would be
useful to me, and particularly some of the rigging,
and sails, and such other things as might come to
land, and I resolved to make another voyage on
board the vessel, if possible; and as I knew that
-the first storm that blew must necessarily break
her all in pieces, I resolved to set all other things
. apart, ’til 1 got everything out of the ship that I
‘could get. Then I called a council, that is to say,
in my thoughts, whether I should take back the
raft, but this appeared impracticable; so I resolved
to go as before, when the tide was down, and I
did so, only that I stripped before I went from my
hut, having nothing on but a checkered shirt, and
a pair of linen drawers, and a pair of pumps'* on
my. feet.

I got on board the ship, as before, and prepared
a second raft, and having had experience of the
first, I neither made this so unwieldy, nor loaded
it so hard, but vet I brought away several things
very useful to me; as, first, in the carpenter’s
stores I found two or three bags full of nails and
spikes, a great screwjack,’”” a dozen or two of
hatchets, and above all, that most useful thing
called a grindstone. All these I secured together,
with several things belonging to the gunner, par-
ticularly two or three iron crows, ¢ and two barrels
of musket bullets, seven muskets, and another
fowling piece, with some small quantity of powder
more; a large bag full of small shot, and a great
roll of sheet lead; but this last was so heavy, I
could not hoist it up to get it over the ship’s side.
- Besides these things, I took all the men’s
clothes that 1 could find, and a spare foretopsail,
a hammock, and some bedding; and with this 1

lpaded my second raft, and brought them alf safe
on shore to my very great comfort.

1 was under some apprehensions during my ab-
sence from the land that at least my provisions
might be devoured on shore; but when 1 came
back, I found no sign of any visitor, only there sat
a creature like a wild cat upon one of the chests,
which when I came toward it, ran away a little
distance, and then stood still; she sat very com-
posed, and unconcerned, and looked full in my
face, as if she had a mind to be acquainted with
me. I presented my gun at her, but as she did not
understand it, she was perfectly unconcerned at
it, nor did she offer to stir away; upon which 1
tossed her a bit of biscuit, though by the way I
was not very free of it, for my store was not great.
However, I spared her a bit, I say, and she went
to it, smelled of it; and ate it, and looked (as -
pleased) for more, but 1 thanked her, and could
spare no more; so she marched off.

Having got my second cargo on shore, though
I was fain'’ to open the ‘barrels of powder, and
bring them by parcels, for they were too heavy,
being large casks, I went to work to make me a
little tent with the sail and some poles which I cut
for that purpose, and into this tent I brought
everything that I knew would spoil, either with
rain or sun, and I piled all the empty chests and
casks up in a circle round the tent, to fortify it
from any sudden attempt, either from man or
beast. »

When 1 had done this, I blocked up the door of
the tent with some boards within, and an empty
chest set up on end without, and spreading one of
the beds upon the ground, laying my two pistols
just at my head, and my gun at length by me, I
went to bed for the first time, and slept very qui-
etly all night, for I was very weary and heavy; for
the night before I had slept little, and had labored
very hard all day, as well to fetch all those things
from the ship, as to get them on shore.

I had the biggest magazine of all kinds now that
ever were laid up, I believe, for one man; but 1
‘was not satisfied still, for while the ship sat upright
in that posture, I thought I ought to get every
thing out of her that I could. So every day at low
water 1 went on board, and brought away some

14, pumps: low shoes. .

15. screwjack: portable machine used for raising heavy ob-
jects,

16. crows: crowbars,
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-thing or other. But particularly the third time 1
went, I brought away as much of the rigging as 1
could, as also all the small ropes and rope twine
I could get, with a piece of spare canvas, which
was to mend the sails upon occasion, the barrel
of wet gunpowder; in a word, I brought away all
the- sails first and last, only that I was fain to cut

~ them in pieces, and bring as much at a time as 1

could; for they were no more useful to be sails,

but as mere canvas only.

But that which comforted me more still was
that at last of all, after I had made five or six such
voyages as these, and thought I had nothing more
to expect from the ship that was worth my med-
dling with, I say, after all this, I found a great
hogshead of bread and three large runlets'® of rum
or spirits, and a box of sugar, and a barrel of fine
flour; this was surprising to me, because 1 had
given over expecting any more provisions, except
what was spoiled by the water. I soon emptied the
hogshead of that bread, and wrapped it up parcel
by parcel in pieces of the sails, which I cut out;
and, in a word, I got all this safe on shore also.

- The next day I made another voyage; and now
having plundered the ship of what was portable
and fit to hand out, I began with the cables; and
cutting the great cable into pieces, such as I could
move, 1 got two cables and a hawser on shore,
with all the iron work I could get; and having cut
down the spritsailyard, and the mizzenyard, and
everything 1 could to make a large raft, I loaded
- it with all those heavy goods, and came away. But
my good luck began now to leave me; for this raft
was so unwieldy, and so overloaded, that after |
was entered the little cove where I had landed the
rest of my goods, not being able to guide it so
handily as I did the other, it overset, and threw
me and all my cargo into the water. As for myself,
it was no great.harm, for I was near the shore;
but as to my cargo, it was great part of it lost,
especially the iron, which 1 expected would have
been of great use to me. However, when the tide
was out, I got most of the pieces of cable ashore,
and some of the iron, though with infinite labor;
for 1 was fain to dip'® for it into the water, a work
which fatigued me very much. After this I went
everyday on board, and brought away what I
could get.

I had been now thirteen days on shore, and had

18. runlets: casks.
19. dip: dive.

been eleven times on board the ship; in which
time I had brought away all that one pair of hands
could well be supposed capable to bring, though
I believe verily, had the calm weather held, 1
should have brought away the whole ship piece
by piece. But preparing the twelfth time to go on
board, I found the wind begin to rise; however at
low water I went on board, and though I thought
T had rummaged the cabin so effectually, as that
nothing more could be found, yet 1 discovered a
locker with drawers in it, in one of which I found
two or three razors, and one pair of large scissors,
with some ten or a dozen of good knives and forks;
in another I found about thirty-six pounds value
in money, some European coin, some Brazil, some
pieces of eight, some gold, some silver.

1 smiled to myself at the sight of this money,
O drug!’’ said I aloud, ‘‘what art thou good for?
Thou art not worth to me, no, not the taking off
of the ground; one of those knives is worth all this
heap. I have no manner of use for thee; €’en re-
main where thou art, and go to the bottom as a
creature whose life is not worth saving.”” How-
ever, upon second thoughts, I took it away, and
wrapping all this in a piece of canvas, 1 began to
think of making another raft. . . .

Crusoe Takes Stock and
Becomes Comfortable

1 now began to consider seriously my condition,
and the circumstance I was reduced to, and I drew
up the state of my affairs in writing, not so much
to leave them to any that were to come after me,
for I was like to have but few heirs, as to deliver
my thoughts for daily poring upon them, and af-
flicting my mind; and as my reason began now to
master my despondency, I began to comfort my-
self as well as I could, and to set the good against
the evil, that I might have something to distinguish
my case from worse, and 1 stated it very impar-
tially, like debtor and creditor, the comforts I en-
joyed against the miseries I suffered, thus:

Evil Good
I am cast upon But I am alive, and not
a horrible desolate drowned as all my ship’s
island, void of all company was.
hope of recovery. :
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I am singled ous
and separated, as
it were, from all
the world to be mi-
serable.

I am divided
from mankind, a
solitaire, one ban-
ished from hu-
mane society.

I have not
clothes to cover
me.

I am without
any defense or
means to resist
any violence of

. But I am singled out too
from all the ship’s crew to
be spared from death; and
He that miraculously saved
me from death, can deliver
me from this condition.

But I am not starved and
perishing on a barren place,

affording no sustenance.

But I am in a hot climate,
where if I had clothes |
could hardly wear them.

But I am cast on an is-
land, where I see no wild
beasts to hurt me, as I saw
on the coast of Africa; and
what if I had been ship-

man or beast,

: wrecked there?

But God wonderfully sent
the ship in near enough to
the shore, that I have gotten
out so many necessary
things as will either supply
my wants, or enable me to
supply myself even as long
as I live.

I have no soul
to speak te, or re-
lieve me,

Upon the whole, here was an undoubted testi-
- mony, that there was scarce any condition in the
world so miserable, but there was something neg-
ative or something positive to be thankful for in
it; and let this stand as a direction from the ex-
perience of the most miserable of all conditions in
this world, that we may always find in it something
to comfort our selves from, and to set in the de-
scription of good and evil, on the credit side of
the account.

Having now brought my mind a little to relish
my condition, and given over® looking out to sea

~ to see if I could spy a ship; I say, giving over these
things, I began to apply my self to accommodate
my way of living, and to make things as easy to
me as I could. '

I have already described my habitation, which
was a tent under the side of a rock, surrounded
with a strong pale?’ of posts and cables, but I
might now rather call it a wall, for I raised a kind

20. given over: stopped.
21, pale: enclosure.
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of wall up against it of turfs, about two foot thick
on the outside, and after some time, ! think it was
a year and a half, I raised rafters from it leaning
to the rock, and thatched or covered it with bows
of trees, and such things as I could get to keep
out the rain, which I found at some times of the
year very violent.

I have already observed how I brought all my
goods into this pale, and into the cave which I had
made behind mie. But I must observe too, that at
first this was a confused heap of goods, which as
they lay in no order, so they took up all my place,
I had no room to turn myself; so 1 set my seif to
enlarge my cave and work farther into the earth,
for it was a loose sandy rock, which yielded easily
to the labor I bestowed on it; and so when [ found
I was pretty safe as to beasts of prey, I worked
sideways to the right hand into the rock, and then
turning to the right again, worked quite out and
made me a door to come out, on the outside of
my pale or fortification.

- This gave me not only egress and regress, as it
were a back way to my tent and to my storehouse,
but gave me room to stow my goods. _

And now I began to apply myself to make such
necessary things as 1 found I most wanted, as
particularly a chair and a table; for without these
I was not able to enjoy the few comforts 1 had in
the world; I could not write, or eat, or do several
things with so much pleasure without a table.

So I went to work; and here 1| must needs ob-
serve, that as reason is the substance and original
of the mathematics, so by stating and squaring
everything by reason, and by making the most
rational judgment of things, every man may be in
time master of every mechanic art. 1 had never

" handled a tool in my life, and yet in time, by labor,

application, and contrivance, I found at last that
I wanted nothing but I could have made it, espe-
cially if I had had tools; however, I made abun-
dance of things, even without tools, and some with
no more tools than an adze and a hatchet, which
perhaps were never made that way before, and
that with infinite labor. For example, if 1 wanted
a board, I had no other way but to cut down a
tree, set it on an edge before me, and hew it flat
on either side with my ax, till I had brought it to "
be thin as a plank, and then dub it smooth with
my adze. It is true, by this method I could make
but one board out of a whole tree, but this I had
no remedy for but patience, anymore than 1 had
for the prodigious deal of time and labor which it




took me up to make a plank or board. But my
time or labor was little worth, and so it was as
well employed one way as another.

However, 1 made me a table and a chair, as I
observed above, in the first place, and this I did
out of the short pieces of boards that 1 brought on
my raft from the ship. But when I had wrought
. out some boards, as above, I made large shelves
of the breadth of a foot and [a] half one over
another, all along one side of my cave, to lay all
my tools, nails, and ironwork, and in a word, to
separate everything at large in their places, that I
must come easily at them; I knocked pieces into
the wall of the rock to hang my guns and all things
that would hang up.

So that had my cave been to be seen, it iooked
like a general magazine of all necessary things,
and 1 had everything so ready at my hand, that it
was a great pleasure to me to see all my goods in
such order, and especially to find my stock of all
necessaries so great.

And now it was when 1 began to keep a journal
of every day's employment, for indeed at first 1
was in too much hurry, and not only hurry as to
labor, but in too much discomposure of mind, and
my journal would ha’ been full of many dull things.
For example, 1 must have said thus: *‘Sept. the
30th. After I got to shore and had escaped drown-
ing, instead of being thankful to God for my deliv-
erance, having first vomited with the great
quantity of salt water which was gotten into my
stomach, and recovering myself a little, I ran
about the shore, wringing my hands and beating
my head and face, exclaiming at my misery, and
crying out; ‘I was undone, undone, 'til tired and
faint T was forced to lie down on the ground to
repose, but durst not sleep for fear of being de-
voured.”

Some days after this, and after I had been on
board the ship, and got all that I could out of her,
yet I could not forbear getting up to the top of a
little mountain and looking out to sea in hopes of
seeing a ship, then fancy at a vast distance 1 spied
a sail, please myself with the hopes of it, and then
after looking steadily "til I was almost blind, lose
it quite, and sit down and weep like a child, and
thus increase my misery by my folly.

But having gotten over these things in somc
measure, and having settled my household stuff
and habitation, made me a table and a chair, and
all as handsome about me as I could, I began to
keep my journal. . . . -

King Crusbe in the
Fourteenth Year of His Reign

It would have made a stoic®* smile to have seen
me and my little family sit down to dinner; there
was my majesty the prince and lord of the whole
isiand; I had the lives of all my subjects at my
absolute command; I could hang, draw,? give lib-
erty, and take it away, and no rebels among all my
subjects. '

Then to see how like a king I dined too, all
alone, attended by my servants. Poll, as if he had
been my favorite, was the only person permitted
to talk to me. My dog, who was now grown very
old and crazy,? and had found no species to mul-
tiply his kind upon, sat always at my right hand,
and two cats, one on one side the table, and one
on the other, expecting now and then a bit from
my hand, as a mark of special favor.

But these were not the two cats which I brought
on shore at first, for they were both of them dead,
and had been interred near my habitation by my
own hand; but one of them having muitiplied by 1
know not what kind of creature, these were two
which I had preserved tame, whereas the rest run
wild in the woods, and became indeed trouble-
some 1o me at last; for they would often come
into my house, and plunder me too, till at last 1
was obliged to shoot them, and did kill a great
many; at length they left me. With this attendance
and in this plentiful manner I lived; neither could
I be said to want anything but society, and of that,

‘in some time after this, 1 was like to have too

much.
1 was something impatient, as 1 have observed,

. 1o have the use of my boat;* though very loath

to run anymore hazards; and therefore sometimes
I sat contriving ways to get her about the island,
and at other times I sat myself down contented
enough without her, But 1 had a strange uneasi-
ness in my mind to go down to the point of the
island, where, as I have said, in my last ramble, I
went up the hill to see how the shore lay, and how
the current set, that 1 might see what I had to do.
This inclination increased upon me every day, and
at length 1 resolved to travel thither by land, fol-

22. stoic: person who doesn't show feelings, who is indifferent
1o both pain and pleasure.

23. draw: to pull out their inper organs.

24. crazy: weak, feeble.

25, boat: Crusoe had built a boat, but it was too big and heavy
for him to launch.
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lowing the edge of the shore. I did so: but had
anyone in England been to meet such a man as 1
was, it must either have frighted them, or raised
~a great deal of laughter; and as I frequently stood
still to look at myself, I could not but smile at the
notion of my traveling through Yorkshire with
such an equipage,” and in such a dress. Be
pleased to take a sketch of my figure, as follows.

I had a great high shapeless cap, made of a
goat’s skin, with a flap hanging down behind, as
well to keep the sun from me as to shoot the rain
off from running into my neck; nothing being so
hurtful in these climates as the rain upon the fiesh
under the clothes. '

I had a short jacket of goatskin, the skirts com-
ing down to about the middle of my thighs, and a
pair of open-kneed breeches of the same; the
breeches were made of the skin of an old he-goat,
whose hair hung down such a length on either side
that like pantaloons it reached to the middle of my
legs; stockings and shoes I had none, but had
made me a pair of something, I scarce know what
to call them, like buskins, to flap over my legs and
lace on ecither side like spatter-dashes;?’ but of a
most barbarous shape, as indeed were all the rest
of my clothes.

I had on a broad belt of goatskin dried, which

‘I drew together with two thongs of the same, in-

stead of buckles, and in a kind of a frog® on either
side of this, instead of a sword and a dagger, hung
a little saw and a hatchet, one on one side, one
on the other. I had another belt not so broad, and
' fastened in the same manner, which hung over my
shoulder; and at the end of it, under my left arm,
hung two pouches, both made of goatskin too; in
one of which hung my powder, in the other my
shot, At my back I carried my basket, on my
shoulder my gun, and over my head a great clumsy
ugly goatskin umbrella, but which, after all, was
the most necessary thing 1 had about me, next to
my gun. As for my face, the color of it was really
not so moletta-like”® as one might expect from a
man not at all careful of it, and living within nine
or ten degrees of the equinox.*® My beard I had
once suffered to grow till it was about a quarter
of a yard long; but as I had both scissors and

razors sufficient, I had cut it pretty short, except
what grew on my upper lip, which 1 had trimmed
into a large pair of Mahometan whiskers, such as
I had seen worn by some Turks who | saw at
Sallee:3! for the Moors did not wear such, though
the Turks did; of these mustachioes or whiskers I
will not say they were long enough to hang my
hat upon them; but they were of a length and
shape monstrous enough, and such as in England
would have passed for frightful. . . .

- Crusoe Finds a Footprint

It happened one day about noon going toward my
boat, I was exceedingly surprised with the print
of a man’s naked foot on the shore, which was
very plain to be seen in the sand. I stood like one
thunderstruck, or as if I had seen an apparition; |
listened, I looked round me, 1 could hear nothing,
nor see anything; I went up to a rising ground to
look farther; I went up the shore and down the .
shore, but it was all one, 1 could see no other
impression but that one. I went to it again to see
if there were any more, and to observe if it might
not be my fancy; but there was no room for that,
for there was exactly the very print of a foot, toes,
heel, and every part of a foot; how it came thither
I knew not, nor could in the least imagine. But
after innumerable fluttering thoughts, like a man
perfectly confused and out of myself, I came home
to my fortification, not feeling, as we say, the
ground I went on, but terrified to the last degree,
locking behind me at every two or three steps,
mistaking every bush and tree, and fancying every
stump at a distance to be a man; nor is it possible
to describe how many various shapes affrighted
imagination represented things to me in, how
many wild ideas were found every moment in my
fancy; and what strange unaccountable whimsies
came into my thoughts by the way.

When I came to my castle, for so I think I called
it ever after this, 1 fled into it like one pursued;
whether I went over by the ladder as first con-
trived, or went in at the hole in the rock which I
called a door, I cannot remember; no, nor could 1

26. equipage: outfit.
27. spatter-dashes: leather leggings.
28. frog: loop for hanging things from a belt.
29. moletta-like: dark, like a mulaito.
30. equinox: equator.
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31. Sallee: 2 seaport in Morocco.




remember the next morning, for never frighted
hare fled to cover, or fox to earth, with more terror
of mind than I to this retreat.

[ slept none that night; the farther I was from
the occasion of my fright, the greater my appre-
hensions were, which is something contrary to the
nature of such things, and especially to the usual
practice of all creatures in fear: but I was so em-
barrassed with my own frightful ideas of the thing,
that I formed nothing but dismal imaginations to
myself, even though I was now a great way off of
it. Sometimes I fancied it must be the devil; and
reason joined in with me upon this supposition;
for how should any other thing in human shape
come into the place? Where was the vessel that
brought them? What mark was there of any other
footsteps? And how was it possible a man should
come there?

Crusoe Rescues Friday

1 was surprised one morning early with seeing no
less than five canoes all on shore together on my
side the island, and the people who belonged to
them all landed, and out of my sight. The number
of them broke all my measures, for seeing so
many, and knowing that they always came four or
six or sometimes more in a boat, I could not tell
what to think of it, or how to take my measure to
attack twenty or thirty men singlehanded; so 1 lay
still in may castle, perplexed and discomforted.
However, I put myself into all the same postures
for an attack that I had formerly provided, and
was just ready for action, if anything had pre-
sented. Having waited a good while, listening to
hear if they made any noise, at length being very
impatient, I set my guns at the foot of my ladder,
and clambered up to the top of the hill, by my two
stages as usual, standing so, however, that my
head did not appear above the hill, so that they
could not perceive me by any means; here I ob-
served by the help of my perspective glass that
they were no less than thirty in number, that they
had a fire kindled, that they had had meat dressed.
How they had cooked it, that I knew not, or what
it was; but they were all dancing in I know not
how many barbarous gestures and figures, their
own way, round the fire.

While I was thus looking on them; I perceived
by my perspective two miserable wretches
dragged from the boats, where it seems they were
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laid by, and were now brought out for the slaugh-
ter. I perceived one of them immediately fell,
being knocked down, 1 suppose, with a club or
wooden sword, for that was their way, and two or
three others were at work immediately cutting him
open for their cookery, while the other victim was
left standing by himself, till they should be ready
for him. In that very moment this poor wretch
seeing himself a little at liberty, nature inspired
him with hopes of life, and he started away from
them, and ran with incredible swiftness along the
sands directly toward me, I mean toward that part
of the coast where my habitation was.

1 was dreadfully frighted (that I must acknowl-
edge) when I perceived him to run my way, and
especially when as I thought 1 saw him pursued
by the whole body, and now I expected that part
of my dream was coming to pass, and that he -
would certainly take shelter in my grove; but I
could not depend by any means upon my dream
for the rest of it, (viz.}-that the other savages
would not pursue him thither, and find him there.
However, I kept my station, and my spirits began:
to recover when I found that there was not above
three men that followed him, and still more was |
encouraged when I found that he outstripped them
exceedingly in running, and gained ground of
them, so that if he could but hold it for half an
hour, 1 saw easily he would fairly get away from
them all. :

There was between them and my castle the
creek which I mentioned often at the first part of
my story, when I landed my cargoes out of the
ship; and this I saw plainly he must necessarily
swim over, or the poor wretch would be taken
there. But when the savage escaping came thither
he made nothing of it, though the tide was then
up, but plunging in, swam through in about thirty
strokes or thereabouts, landed, and ran on with
exceeding strength and swiftness. When the three
persons came to the creek, I found that two of
them could swim, but the third could not, and
that, standing on the other side, he looked at the
other, but went no further; and soon after went
softly*? back again, which, as it happened, was
very well for him in the main.

1 observed that the two who swam were yet
more than twice as long swimming over the creek
as the fellow was that fled from them. It came now
very warmly upon my thoughts, and indeed irre-

32. softly: slowly.




sistibly, that now was my time to get me a servant,
and perhaps a companion or assistant; and that I
was called plainly by Providence to save this poor
creature’s life. I immediately ran down the ladders
with all possible expedition, fetches my two guns,
for they were both but at the foot of the ladders,

as [ observed above, and getting up again with the -
i same haste to the top of the hill, I crossed toward
the sea; and having a very short cut, and all down- .

hill, clapped myself in the way between the pur-
suers and the pursued, hallowing® aloud to him
that fled, who, looking back, waé_ at first perhaps
as much frighted at me, as at them. But I beckoned
with my hand to him to come back; and in the
meantime I slowly advanced toward the two that
followed; then rushing at once upon the foremost,
I knocked him down with the stock of my piece.
I was loath to fire, because I would not have the
rest hear; though at that distance it would not have
been easily heard, and being out of sight of the
smoke too, they would not have easily known
what to make of it. Having knocked this fellow
down, the other who pursued with him stopped,
as if he had been frighted, and T advanced apace
toward him; but as I came nearer, 1 perceived
presently he had a bow and arrow, and was fitting
it to shoot at me; so 1 was then necessitated to
shoot at him first, which I did, and killed him at
the first shoot. The poor savage who fled, but had
stopped, though he saw both his enemies fallen
and killed, as he thought, vet was so frighted with
the fire and noise of my piece, that he stood stock-
still, and neither came forward or went backward,

though he seemed rather inclined to fly still than

to come on. I hollowed again to him, and made
signs to come forward, which he ecasily under-
stood, and came a little way, then stopped again,

and then a little farther, and stopped again, and I

could then perceive that he stood trembling, as if
he had been taken prisoner, and had just been to
be killed, as his two enemies were. I beckoned
him again to come to me, and gave him all the
signs of encouragement that 1 could think of, and

he came nearer and nearer, kneeling down every

ten or twelve steps in token of acknowledgment
for my saving his life. 1 smiled at him, and looked
pleasantly, and beckoned to him to come still
nearer; at length he came close to me, and then
he kneeled down again, kissed the ground, and
laid his head upon the ground, and taking me by

33. hallowing: shouting.

the foot, set my foot upon his head. This, it seems,
was in token of swearing to be my slave forever.
I took him up, and made much of him, and en-
couraged him all I could. But there was more work
to do yet, for I perceived the savage who I
knocked down was not killed, but stunned with
the blow, and began to come to himself; so I
pointed to him, and showing him the savage, that
he was not dead, upon this he spoke some words
to me; and though 1 could not understand them,
vet I thought they were pleasant to hear, for they

~were the first sound of a man’s voice that I had
" heard, my own -excepted, for above twenty-five

years. But there was no time for such reflections

.now. The savage who was knocked down re-

covered himself so far as to sit up upon the

- ground, and I perceived that my savage began to

be afraid; but when I saw that, I presented my
other piece at the man, as if I would shoot him,
upon this my savage, for so I call him now, made

- a motion to me to lend him my sword, which hung

naked in a belt by my side; so I did. He no sooner
had it but he runs to his enemy, and at one blow
cut off his head as cleverly, no executioner in
Germany couid have done it sooner or better;
which 1 thought very strange for one who I had
reason to believe never saw a sword in his life
before, except their own wooden swords. How-
ever, it seems, as [ learned afterward, they make
their wooden swords so sharp, so heavy, and the
wood is so hard, that they will cut off heads even

‘'with them, aye, and arms, and that at one biow
-100. When he had done this, he comes laughing

to me in sign of triumph, and brought me the
sword again, and with abundance of gestures
which I did not understand laid it down with the
head of the savage that he had killed just before
me.

But that which astonished him most was to
know how 1 had killed the other Indian so far off;
s0 pointing to him, he made signs to me to let him.
go to him. So I bade him go, as well as 1 could.
When he came to him, he stood like one amazed,

-looking at him, turned him first on one side, then

on t'other, looked at the wound the bullet had
made, which, it seems, was just in his breast,
where it had made a hole, and no great quantity
of blood had followed, but he had bled inwardly,
for he was quite- dead. He took up his bow, and
arrows, and came back; so 1 turned to go away,
and beckoned to him to follow me, making signs
to him that more might come after them.
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Upon this he signed to me that he should bury
them with sand, that they might not be seen by
the rest if they followed; and so I made signs again
to him to do so. He fell to work, and in an instant
he had scraped a hole in the sand with his hands
big enough to bury the first in, and then dragged
him into it, and covered him, and did so also by
the other; I believe he had buried them both in a

i "quarter of an hour. Then calling him away, I car-

ried him not to my castle, but quite away to my
cave, on the farther part of the island; so 1 did not
let my dream come to pass in that part, viz. that
he came into my grove for shelter.

Here I gave him bread and a bunch of raisins
to eat, and a draft of water, which I found he was
indeed in great distress for by his running; and

having refreshed him, 1 made signs for him to go
lie down and sleep, pointing to a place where T
had laid a great parcel of rice straw, and a blanket
uponit, which I used to sleep upon myself some-
times; so the poor creature laid down, and went
to sleep. -

He was a comely handsome fellow, perfectly
well made, with straight strong limbs, not too
large, tall and well-shaped, and, as I reckon, about
twenty-six vears of age. He had a very good coun-
tenance, not a fierce and surly aspect, but seemed
to have something very manly in his face; and vet
he had all the sweetness and softness of a Euro-
pean in his countenance too, especially when he
smiled. : :

M

Responding to the Story

Analyzing the Story
1dentifying Facts

1. Though Robinson Crusoe is often thought of as living
a primitive fife, he actually retrieves from the ship
many of the civilized trappings of seventeenth-century
England. What items of civilization help him live on
the island?

2. When Crusoe finds money on the ship, what is his
first reaction? His second?

3. What companionship does Crusce have before he res-
cues Friday?

Interpreting Meanings

4, Robinson Crusoe is told from the first-person point of
view. What is the advantage of this point of view?
What are its limitations?

5. What activities show Crusoe to be a man of great
patience? What other qualities, both bad and good,

does Crusoe have? How does Defoe make those qual-

ities clear?

6. Describe Friday. Why do you suppose Defoe charac-
terizes Friday as young, strong, and capable? How
would the action have to change if Friday were old,
or ugly, or feeble?

7. After listing both the good and the evil things in his
life, Crusoe concludes that ''there was scarce any
condition in the world so miserable, but there was
something negative or something positive to be thank-
ful for in it.”” What does he mean by negative and

positive? Do you agree or disagree with this conclu-
sion? Give reasons for your opinion.

8. Is Crusoe's behavior plausibie to you? In what ways is
his behavior like what most people's would be on such
an occasion? In what ways is it different?

Writing About the Story

A Creative Response

1. Narrating a Different Outcome. After thirteen years on
the island, Crusoe is in good health and good spirits.
What if he had not been so lucky? iImagine that Crusoe
had lost either his health or his sanity. How would the
excefpt written in the fourteenth year of his “reign’
have been different? Rewrite the excerpt, describing
how Crusoe lost his health or his sanity. Change de-
tails to fit the turn of events you have introduced.

A Critical Response

2. Explaining Literary Appeal. James Sutherland, an au-
thority on eighteenth-century literature, has said:

- ~James Sutherland
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