The Middle Ages  1066 – 1485

· 1066   Norman Conquest led by William the Conqueror

William-

· Took the land belonging to 4000-5000 nobles and gave it to 180 Normans

· Established a system of Feudalism

· Creation of castles w/enclosed yards

· Serfs, plebians (nobles), merchants, soldiers

· Each vassal reported and paid “royalties” or taxes to his “Lord”(superior) all of the way up the pyramid to the king.

· Each “lord” was responsible for protecting his vassals and their property; they, in return, promised loyalty in times of war and gave a portion of their goods.

· Code of Chivalry – each knight had the sacred duty to protect the weak from harm.

· “courtly love” – pure love without a physical element

· Arthurian legend

· Improved the general opinion and treatment of women

· A woman’s role was to work and bear children.  She had no political rights and was the property of either her husband, father, or brother at all times.

· Domesday Book – An accounting of all lands, peoples, livestock, etc.

· French is the language of the nobles.

· Latin is the language of business, religious, and legal matters.

· English is spoken by the servant class.

· New focus on Christianity and the Catholic Church.

· The Crusades – against the Muslims living in what is now Israel.

· Continued during the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries in attempt to control Jerusalem and the Holy Land

· Richard the Lionhearted, king of England, was captured and held for ransom.

· Robin Hood appeared

· King John used Richard’s absence to make a move on the throne.  He eventually was defeated.

· Martyrdom for Thomas a’Becket  
1118-1170

· He was a Norman who rose to power as Chancellor (Prime Minister) under King Henry II  (1154-1189)

· All Christians followed the one organized church  Church of Rome

· Henry served as a vassal to the Pope

· Henry appointed Becket to the new position of Archbishop of Canterbury thereby making him the head of the Church in England believing that Thomas would rule according to Henry’s wishes.

· Thomas was independent and combative with Henry and often refused to follow Henry’s directives.

· In a rage, Henry complained that he would like Thomas better if he were dead.

· Four of Henry’s knights, in effort to please him, murdered Thomas in the church while he was at the altar.

· It was considered a huge sacrilege.

· A cult was created for “St Thomas the Martyr” that spread civil unrest and rallied the people against the king.

· Corruption within the church became rampant.

· The Magna Carta  “The Great Charter”  was signed

· Limits the power of the king

· Created a representative government – Parliament

· 1337  Hundred Years War began with France

· A battle for the French throne

· Joan of Arc  1412-1431

· New weapons created

· Crossbow

· Cannon

· Yard-long bow

· 1348  “Black Death”  

· Bubonic plague spreads across Europe in epidemic proportions.

· 1/3 of the total population of Europe wiped out.

· “Ring Around the Rowsies”

· created a huge labor shortage

· gave more power to the lower classes and raised their status

· 1250 1350    

· Literature does very well; popular

· Authors: Geoffrey Chaucer, Sir Thomas Malory

· The English language is spoken and written among the upper classes once again

· 1388      John Wycliffe produces the first English translation of the Bible

· 1450  Guttenberg produces moveable type for books

· 1476  the Printing Press is invented

· Great Vowel Shift

· 1455-1485  War of the Roses

· House of Lancaster (Red Rose) and the House of York (White Rose) fight for the throne

· Henry Tudor (Lancaster) 

· Defeats Richard III of York and becomes King of England

· Marries Elizabeth of York thereby uniting the two houses

