The Renaissance 1485-1660

“Rebirth”  French word

· Renewed interest in classical learning and writings of ancient Greece and Rome.

· Relearning of the Greek language

· Reformed Latin language.

· Theme – “Beauty and Beautiful things”

Italian Renaissance led the way.

· Boccaccio, Petrarch, Raphael, da Vinci, Galileo, Machiavelli, Michelangelo, Columbus

· Patrons of the arts, architects, scholars, collectors of ancient manuscripts, statues and coins.

· Pope Nicholas V – created the new Vatican library

· Pope Julian II – commissioned Michelangelo to paint the Sistine Chapel.

· Theme – “Potential Greatness and Free Will”

Humanism

· Asked the question -  What is a human being?

· Renaissance Humanists harmonized the Bible with the classics.

· Theme – “Virtue and Justice”

Printing

· Johann Gutenberg  1400-1460  Printed the Bible

· 1476  Printing Press in England

· William Caxton  set up the first printing press in England and began mass printings of inexpensive books.

Reformation

· Rededication of Christians

· 1530  -  open breaks with the Catholic church

1.  Strong feelings of patriotism and national identity

2. Resentment of financial burdens

3. New ideas of Christianity

· Martin Luther of Germany created the first of many “fundamentalist” churches

· Henry VIII  requested a divorce from Catherine of Aragon

· Henry declared himself the head of the church 1531

· Dissidents unhappy with the reforms moved to create the Church of England (Anglican/Episcopalian)

· Still others not happy with these changes created different faiths:  Puritans, Baptists, Presbyterians, Dissenters, Nonconformists

Tudor Monarchs  1485-1603

· Henry VII  after the War of the Roses

· Good king – began Renaissance, shrewd, patient, stingy

· Henry VIII  1509-1547

· 6 wives

Catherine of Aragon  - Spain, Catholic, divorced  


One child – Mary

Anne Boleyn – English, Church of England, executed for adultery


One child – Elizabeth

Jane Seymour – English, Church of England, died in childbirth


One child – Edward VI

Anne of Cleves -  English, Church of England, related to the German monarchy, divorced after six months

Catherine Howard – English, Church of England, executed for adultery

Catherine Parr – English, Church of England, survived Henry

· created the Royal Navy

· stopped foreign invasions

· He was a “Renaissance Man” – wrote poetry, played many instruments, athlete, hunter, author

Henry’s children

· The Laws of Succession made Edward king at the age of 9  (1547-1553)

· “Bloody” Mary  (1553-1558)  married to King Phillip II of Spain, tried to restore the Catholic church, burned over 300 people at the stake

· Elizabeth I  (1558-1603)  brilliant and successful

1. Reestablished the Church of England

2. Never married, used independence and power to her advantage

3. Survived many plots against her life, most from her cousin       Mary Queen of Scots and   her sister Bloody Mary

4. Had her sister beheaded, King Phillip sent the Spanish Armada

5. 1588  Royal Navy destroyed the armada and ended Mediterranean influence over Europe

6. She became a symbol of peace, security, and prosperity

7. She was a patron of the arts

8. She was fluent in several languages, musician, dancer

9. She left no heir at her death

10.Established 100 free grammar schools for both sexes

The Stuarts

· James I  1603-1625  Scotland, spendthrift, peaceful ruler, indecisive – son Mary Queen of Scots. King James bible

· Charles I  1625-1649  son of James  remote, autocratic, self-destructive, fought Puritans, number of schools 300, beheaded by subjects in 1649

