The Restoration Period 1660-1800

Augustan and Neoclassical

· Similarities between this period in England and ancient Rome and its literature

· Emperor Octavius 63BC-14AD

· Changed his name to Augustus “the magnificent, grand, and exalted one”

· Restored peace and order after Julius Caesar’s death

· The Stuart monarch’s restored peace and order after civil wars that led up to and followed the execution of King Charles I 1649

· The Romans hailed Augustus as the second founder of Rome

· The English brought back the son of Charles I and crowned him Charles II

· As a warning to future revolutionaries, they dug up the head of Oliver Cromwell and cut off his head

Literary Similarities

· A new focus on Latin classics

· The classics represented what was permanent and universal in human experience

· Neoclassical – “new classical”

Reason and Enlightenment

· Characterized by rationalism – the act of accepting reason as the supreme authority in matters of opinion, belief, or conduct

· Past ( Why?   Did something happen/ omens

· Now ( How? Did this happen?

· They began computing celestial events

· Eclipses

· Edmund Haley 1656-1742

· Predicted an eclipse for May 2, 1721

· Computed the appearance of a comet

· 1758, 1834, 1910, 1986  (76 year intervals)

· 1662  King Charles II commissioned: 

· Royal Society of London for the Improving of Natural Knowledge

· They advocated precise writing

· Required the use of Scientific Method

Disasters of London

· 1665 Plague kills 70,000

· 1666 London fires leave 2/3 homeless

Changes in Religion

· New scientific explanations affected religious views.

· God created the Earth – then stood back and let it run

· Deism – God doesn’t interfere in day to day affairs

· “Whatever is right, is right”

· “All is for the best in the best of all possible worlds.”

Religion and Politics

· Religion determined politics

· Charles II restored the Church of England

· He outlawed all of the various and independent sects

· There was widespread persecution of some religious groups (Quakers, Puritans)

The Bloodless Revolution

· Charles II had no legitimate heir

· Dies in 1685

· Succeeded by brother James II

· Roman Catholic

· Opposed by the English people

· Catholics thought to be responsible for the London fires

· Catholics thought to be plotting to hand the country over to the Pope

· James II fled to France 1688  

· Called the “Glorious Revolution”

· James II succeeded by protestant daughter

· Mary with her husband William of Orange

· Childless

· Bill of Rights – limited the power of the crown and reaffirmed the supremacy of Parliament

· Mary succeeded by sister Anne

· Childless

· Established a two political party system

· Tories – favored Royal power and opposed change; supported the Church of England

· Whigs – favored reforms, progress, and Parliament; religious freedom

· Anne succeeded by cousin, a German, George I

· George III was the king at the time of the American Revolution

Writers and Religion

· Jonathan Swift

· Samuel Johnson

· John Dryden

· Alexander Pope

· John Bunyan

· Daniel Defoe

The Age of Dryden

· Theater was revived

· Women became actresses

· Augustan qualities held in esteem

· Cleverness

· Urbanity

· Worldliness

· Comedies reflected the lives of the rich and leisured

· With women actresses, there was a new focus on sexual relationships

· There was a vast number of prose and verse writers

· Dissenters wrote for the ordinary people

The Age of Pope and Swift

· Addressed the educated and leisure classes

· Attacked these classes for their immorality and bad taste

· They loved: order, discipline, and craftsmanship

· They were appalled by: squalor and shoddiness in art, manners, and morals.

· They discussed corruption and commercialism and materialism

· They held to aristocratic values

· Daniel Defoe

· Stood for middle-class values

· Thrift

· Prudence

· Industry

· Respectability

· Defoe had no interest in polished manners and social poise

· He followed a new profession: journalism

· Followers of Defoe saw themselves as reporters and reformers

Augustan Poetry

· Composed in the mind not in the heart

· Wrote elegies (positive poem about a dead person)

· Satire – says the worst things about a person (held to public ridicule)

· Epic – extended story in poetic form

· Ode – ambitious/pompous; expressing a public opinion

· Nothing “natural”

The Age of Johnson

· Novel – began with either Defoe or Henry Fielding

· Samuel Richardson

· Pamela

· Clarissa

· Henry Fielding

· Joseph Andrews

· Tom Jones

· Laurence Stern

· Tristan Shandy

· Sentimental Journey

· Samuel Johnson

· Great command of language

· Strong relationships

· Conservative/traditional values

· Combated

· Belief in progress

· People are naturally good

· Created the first English dictionary

