What Is Satire?

Part 1: The Goals of Satire

1. Satire sets out to change things – to reform people, society, and institutions.

2. Satire is a form f persuasion, but unlike other rhetorical forms, it uses humor and tries not to be obvious in telling people to change.

3. Satire measures the real against the ideal – what is, against what ought to be.

4. All satire blends humor and destructiveness.  In Juvenalian satire, destructiveness predominates; in Horation satire, humor predominates.  But most satire falls somewhere between these two extremes.

5. Satire is topical.

6. Satire, by attacking wit and foolishness wherever it is found, may give us an occasional glimpse of a perfect social and moral order.

Part 2: The Devices of Satire

1. Satiric devices are methods of distortion.

2. Reduction to absurdity is the taking of things to ridiculous conclusions.

3. Exaggeration makes things larger or smaller than real life to show us foolishness.

4. Caricature focuses on a few physical characteristics and exaggerates them.

5. Hyperbole is exaggerated language.

6. Understatement is saying less than you mean.

7. Parody is imitating a known work or style – with a twist. One kind of parody applies a well-known style to incongruous subject matter.

8. Wit or word play is concentrated language.  It appeals to the intellect, rather than the emotions.

9. Irony is unexpected.  It is the tension between what is, and what ought to be.

