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Antigone Essay Exam
Directions:  Choose ONE of the topics below and write a coherent and well-supported essay.  You MUST include a thesis statement. You MUST restate your topic in your essay. You MUST include AT LEAST one correctly cited quote.  You MUST discuss why you chose the quote(s) and how it supports your essay.  You MUST use Standard English following the usage rules.  

1. Of the themes in the play: authority, justice, Gods’ law vs. Man’s law, the rights of one vs. the rights of many, and admitting failure/pride, which one do you believe was the most significant?  

2. Sophocles explores the conflict that arises when loyalty to family takes precedence over obedience to the state.  What is the price of loyalty to one’s family?

3. Compare and contrast the characters of Creon and Antigone.  How were they alike and how did they differ?  

4. Is Creon a tragic figure?  Should we feel sympathy for him at the end as someone who initially tried to do good yet was overwhelmed by circumstance, or do you believe he got what he deserved?  
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