A.P. Human Geography  Syllabus

Semester:  Fall 2005           E-mail:  bellc@wjcc.k12.va.us
Teacher:     C.Bell                  Phone:  565-0373 (School)

Office:          F-2                       Room 112

Office Hours:    7:45 -9:15          

After School Help Hours:  Thursday – 3:00 to 4:00

A. P. Human Geography is the study of the way that humans live in, interact with, and impact the world.  This course will be of particular value for those of who plan to pursue careers in the social sciences and geography.  The course is organized by units with the goal that a clear understanding of the associations and implications of theories and models be obtained.

This objective will be accomplished through extensive practical applications, in the form of detailed and comprehensive studies of theories, models and specific information.  This course requires a great deal of self discipline.  You must read, study, and work on projects on your own.  You will be required to work with others at times, so you will need to be organized and communicate with your partner or team members.

The following objectives are general objectives that will be fulfilled during the course:

1 - Students should be able to use and think about maps and spatial data.
2 - Students should be able to understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in place.

3 - Students should be able to recognize and interpret at different scales the relationship among patterns and processes.

4 - Students should be able to define regions and evaluate the regionalization process.

5 - Students should be able to characterize and analyze the changing interconnections among places.

________________________________________________________

Units of Instruction:

Topic:                              Schedule                            Text Chapter                
Geography:Nature                 Jan. 31–                                             Chapter 1:  Themes and 

And Perspectives                    Feb. 6th                                               Fundamentals of Human Geography

 Population                                Feb. 7th -                                            Chapter 3: Spatial Internaction and 
                                                       Feb. 17th                                  Spatial Behavior
                                                                                                                     Chapter 4:  Population

Cultural Patterns and          Feb. 18th  -                                           Chapter 2:  Roots and Meaning of Culture

Processes                                  Mar. 7th                                               Chapter 5:  Language and Religion

                                                                                                                      Chapter 6:  Ethnic Geography

                                                                                                                      Chapter 7:  Folk and Popular Culture

Political Organization          Mar. 8th – Mar. 20th                        Chapter 12:  Political Ordering of Space

Of Space

Agricultural and                     Mar. 21 – Mar. 29th                       Chapter 8:  Livelihood and Economy:

Rural Land Use                                                                                      Primary Activities

Industrialization and            Apr. 2 –  Apr. 12th                           Chapter 9:  Livelihood and Economy:                                                   

Economic Develop.                                                                               From Blue-Collar to Gold Collar

                                                                                                                      Chapter 10:  Patterns of Development 

                                                                                                                      And Change

Cities and Urban                     Apr. 13th – Apr. 20th                     Chapter 11:  Urban Systems and Urban 

Land Use.                                                                                                  Structures

                                                                                                                      Chapter 13:  Human Impacts on Natural 

                                                                                                                      Systems.

AP Exam Review                      

                                                        April 27 – May 13.                 

SOL Review                                Apr. 21st – Apr. 28th 
______________________________________________________________________________

Units of Assessment:
Tests:       45%
Book Analysis Paper:   10%

Article Analyses:      10%

Notebook/Quizzes:  15%

Homework/Vocab/Map Quizzes:  10%

Participation/Daily Activities/ Projects:  10%

Description:

Tests:  There will be about a number of  tests during the semester.  These will be made of multiple choice and timed responses.
Book Analysis Paper:  Each 9 week period, students will have to select a book from the selected readings list and write a 500 to 750 word essay which describes the student’s understanding of “sense of place.”

Article Analysis:  Each unit, students will receive 1 to 3 articles which will be read and a two page analysis written summarizing the article and explaining its relations to concept/topic being discussed.

Participation/daily Activities:  Students will be responsible for daily discussions, assignments, and activities.

The overall grade will be the average of  the total of  100 points per day.  It is possible to make 0 for one day – and thus fail this section.  Please be aware of the importance of participation!

Vocab./Map Quizzes:  Some quizzes will be announced, some unannounced.  Be prepared!

Notebook Organization:

Students must have a 2 to 3” binder with about 100 to 200 sheets of loose-leaf paper.

Students must have 6 dividers – to be labeled:  1)  Objectives and daily questions – these must be answered every day, 2)  Notes and Handouts – Date each page, keep chronological.  The preferred form of notes will be Cornell notes.  3)  Returned Work.  4)  Returned Tests, 5)  Current Events Section – Each week – students will be responsible for collecting 1 article from any media – that illustrates a Human Geography concept- For each article – students must briefly explain what happened and the way this relates to a Human Geography concept.  Keep this chronological.
6)  Metacognition Journal:  Every day students will write what was discussed, important concepts, and the activities we did.  Discuss things that surprised you and what was emphasized or stood out.

Notebooks will be checked regularly:  Section 1 = 25% -  questions must be answered. Sect. 2 – Sect. 4 = 25%.
Sect. 5 – 25%.  Section 6 = 25%

Student Records and Feedback:

Student  records will be recorded in the grade book and on computer.  On a regular basis, students will receive a progress report informing them of results.  Edline will be used.
Student Rules and Expectations:
1. All students are expected to come to class on time and with all required materials.

2. All students are expected to be seated BEFORE the bell.

3. All students are to be quiet, pay attention, and not to talk during class.

4. No gum, drinks, or food in class.

5.  If there is a Substitute, all students are to be respectful to the Substitute.

Student Agreement:  _____________________________________________

Parent Agreement: _________________________________________________

Class Procedures: 

1.   In order for students to be successful, all must do their best in all work.  Students must complete all assigned work and study for all tests.  Class time is extremely important and will be spent in a productive manner!

Students are expected to bring to and have in class their textbook, notebook, assignment, adequate paper, and pen, 2.5” disk, highlighter, planner every day! 

2. Please utilize restroom BEFORE class.  Students will ONLY be excused to the bathroom in an emergency.

3. Students will write the Objective/ Daily question from the board as soon as they come into the classroom.  They will pick up any class handouts at that time.  All class materials to be handed out will be on a desk as they enter the class.

4. Students have 3 days to make up a missed assignment.  All students are responsible, who have missed an assignment, to see the teacher at the END of class on the day they return.  

5. All A.P. Human Geography students will also have to take the SOL End of Course test.  There will be a Review Handout that all students will receive to help them prepare for the SOL test.  However, there is NO REAL CORRELATION between AP Human Geography and 

Standard for the SOL Test.

6. Cheating and Plagiarism Policy:  If a student uses someone else’s words and says they’re his/her – that’s cheating.  If you use someone else’s work, like looking on someone else’s paper, using a cheat sheet, and many other examples, that’s CHEATING!  Cheating is prohibited and will be dealt with very harshly.  The following are only some of these consequences for cheating:  0 for the assignment, Cheating/Plagiarism form will be given to Main Office and placed in permanent file, call to parent, student will have to redo the assignment for no credit.

7. Choosing to break a Rule:  Consequences:

1st time = Name written down in notebook and warning.

2nd time= One check and 10 minutes detention during lunch.

3rd time = Two checks and 15 minutes during lunch.

4th time =  Three checks and stay after school until 4:30.

5TH time = Four checks and detention after school until 4:30.

Severe Disruption:  Student sent immediately to office with referral.

Names and checks will be erased every Friday.  Fresh start every Monday.

Note-taking, Assignment Descriptions,  and Expectations:
1. Students will utilize the Cornell Note-taking format for all notes.  We will review this format at the beginning of class.  Students should take notes on all materials presented in written or verbal form during the class period.

2. When given a reading assignment, all students are required to annotate the article, and to utilize the Cornell note format for the article.  

3. Daily Analysis Responses:  

On a routine basis, students will be asked to write Geography reports on images they see overhead.  These will be short, but need to answer the following questions:

What is it?  Where is it?  How did it come to be what and where it is?  Where is it in relation to other things?  How does its location affect people’s lives and the content of the area in which it is found?

AP Human Geography: Reading Selection List:

I. Directions:  One of the themes of Human Geography is “sense of place”. To that end, students should select 2 books ( one for each 9 week period) that evokes a strong “sense of place”, a book that is rich in description of place and that leaves you with a strong sense of what that place is like in terms of both tangible and intangible characteristics.

II. Non-fiction choices:

Angus, Colin and Mulgrew, Ian  Amazon Extreme (Brazil)

Bryson, Bill , A Walk in the Woods (Appalachian Trail)

Crane, George, Bones of the Master (Mongolia)

Ehrlich, Gretel, This Cold Heaven (Greenland)

Elliot, Jason Unexpected Light (Afghanistan)

Gallman, Kuku,  I Dreamed of Africa (Kenya)

Jenkins, Peter, Across  China

Lansing, Alfred, Endurance (Antarctica)

Lopez, Barry, Arctic Dreams

Nzenza-Shand, Sekai  Songs to an African Sunset (Zimbabwe)

Tayler, Jeffrey, Facing the Congo (D.R. of Congo)

Webster, Fred, The Road to El Cielo (Mexico)

            Fiction Choices:
Cather, Willa, Death Comes to the Archbishop ( New Mexico)

Hillerman, Tony, Any of his set in New Mexico.

L’Amour, Louis, Last of the Breed (Siberia)

LaPierre, Dominique, City of Joy (Calcutta, India)

Stewart, George, Earth Abides ( USA)

Cry, the Beloved Country (South Africa)

Assignment:  In a 500 to 750 word essay, typed and double-spaced, the student must:

Provide a one paragraph synopsis of the book

Discuss how the author creates a sense of place.

Discuss the spatial concepts that are used to create a sense of place.

Select 2 or 3 quotes that best illustrate sense of place and explain this relationship.
