1. Why did Europeans settle in the English colonies?

2. What were the motivations for each of the English colonies?

3. How did the economic activity of the three colonial regions reflect their geography and the European origins of their settlers?

4. Why was slavery introduced into the colonies?

5. How did the institution of slavery influence European and African life in the colonies?

6. What differences existed among Americans concerning separation from Great Britain?

7. What factors contributed to the victory of the American rebels over the British in the American Revolution?

8. What weaknesses in the Articles of Confederation led to the effort to draft a new constitution?

9. How did the delegates to the Constitutional Convention balance competing interests?

10. What were the arguments for and against the ratification of the Constitution?

11. How was the Bill of Rights influenced by the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom?

12. What factors influenced American westward movement?

13. What issues divided America in the first half of the nineteenth century?

14. What were the major military and political events of the Civil War?

15. Who were the key leaders of the Civil War?

16. Why did the Southern states secede?

17. Did any state have a right to leave the Union?

18. Was Lincoln right to use military force to keep the Union intact?

19. How did the ideas expressed in the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address support the North’s war aims?

20. What was Lincoln’s vision of the American nation as professed in the Gettysburg Address?

21. What was the impact of the Civil War and Reconstruction?

22. What factors influenced American growth and expansion in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century?

23. What fueled the modern industrial economy?

24. How did race relations in the South change after Reconstruction, and what was the African American response?

25. What were the goals of Progressives, and what were their accomplishments?

26. How did the U.S. expand its influence in the world?

27. Why did the U.S. become involved in World War I?

28. What were the causes of the Great Depression?

29. How did the U.S. respond to increasing totalitarian aggression in Europe and Asia?

30. What caused America’s gradual abandonment of its policy of neutrality?

31. What was the overall strategy of America and its allies in World War II?

32. How did minorities contribute to Allied victory in WWII?

33. What was the significance of the Nuremberg trials?

34. How did the U.S. organize and distribute its resources to achieve victory during World War II?

35. How did women and minorities contribute to America’s efforts during World War II?

36. What were the political, economic, and social consequences of World War II?

37. How did the U.S. respond to the threat of communist expansion?

38. What events characterize the early events of the Cold War?

39. What was the impact of the Cold War on Americans at home?

40. What was the impact of the Vietnam War on Americans at home?

41. How did America’s military forces defend freedom during the Cold War?

42. How did internal problems affect the collapse of the Soviet Union?

43. What was President Ronald Reagan’s role in the collapse of the Soviet Union?

44. What was the significance of Brown v. Board of Education?

45. How did Virginia respond to the Brown decision?

46. How did the 1963 March on Washington influence public opinion about civil rights?

47. How did the legislative process advance the cause of civil rights for African Americans?

48. How did the NAACP advance civil rights for African Americans?

