Ms. Hogston
Room 408

Third and Fourth Period Biology
Welcome to Biology!

Please review the following syllabus with your parents/guardians.  Please sign and return the bottom portion by Friday.
Course:

The course of study in this class will follow the Nine-Week pacing guides created by the science teachers of the county.  This pacing guide has divided the SOL objectives, to be covered for Biology, in increments of Nine-Weeks.  


-The pacing guide for Biology will be posted in the classroom and is available under Secondary Resources on the Washington County Schools website (www.wcs.k12.va.us).

First Nine Weeks:  Chapters 1 – 7


Second Nine Weeks:  Chapters 8-34
Course Description:  
In biology, students observe and analyze the characteristic properties of living organisms, including becoming familiar with homeostatic functions, exploring cellular structure and function and mechanisms of transport within cells, classifying organisms, and surveying the kingdoms of living organisms.  Students utilize critical thinking skills to develop a greater appreciation of life and man's role in preserving life and the environment.  They also analyze the cause and effect of the physical environment on the health and well-being of organisms, as well as develop skills in the application of proper laboratory techniques and safety.  Components of this aspect of the course include microscopy, use of dissection instruments, and handling of laboratory chemicals and specimens.
Rules for a Productive Class:
1.  You must be in the classroom when the bell rings. Please do not be tardy.


-School policy for tardies will be followed.  (Refer to your school calendar – Attendance Procedures)
2.  No food or drinks (other than water) in the classroom.  No electronic devices (ipods, games, phones, etc).
3.  Be respectful of yourself, others and their belongings in the classroom.


-Please raise your hand in order to ask or answer questions or to participate in class discussion.  


-Please do not interrupt others as they are speaking, and please no blurting.

4.  Bring all necessary materials to class each day.  


-Have class materials ready before class begins.

5.  Follow directions the first time they are given.
Consequences for Breaking Class Rules:

Please take all classroom rules and expectations seriously.  Along with the specific classroom rules, ALL school polices and procedures will be enforced.

1. First infraction = warning

2. Second infraction = parent call or email

3. Third infraction = referred to administration

*Please note, if necessary a student may be referred to administration immediately for severe infractions.
Grading:
	Grading Category
	Percentage 

	Tests
	30%

	Quizzes
	25%

	Class work/Homework
	25%

	Laboratory exercises
	20%

	All Together (Total):
	100%


Letter grades will be awarded on a 7-point scale.   A = 93-100, B = 92 - 85, C = 84 - 77, D= 76 – 70; F = 69 – 0
​​
Make-Up Work Policy:
-The school policy for make up assignments, due to absences, will be followed.  For information concerning make up assignments, please see me before/after school or before/after class begins.  Assignments given before an absence (school related or personal) will be due on the original due date or date of return to school.
-Late homework assignments will not be given full credit.  A penalty of five points, per day past due date, will be subtracted from all accepted late assignments.  Assignments are due at the beginning of a class.  Homework completed during class on due date is considered late.  Your parents/guardians will be notified if there is an accumulation of late or missing assignments.
School Policy:  (Also posted in your school calendar – Attendance Procedures)
“A student is expected to make up all work missed regardless of the reason for the absence . . . At no time is a student to miss additional class time to make up work” (School Board Policy (R) – JE).  The student is responsible to find out from the teacher what work they have missed when they return to school from his/her absence.  Students have three days to make up work if they have been absent three or fewer days.  Failure to complete make-up work will result in lowering of the student’s grade.  Students have an additional day to make up their work for each additional day absent.  Any work not completed by the end if the grading period, teachers are to assign an “F” on the grade card.  There “F” grades, due to an incomplete, may be changed once the work has been made up to the teacher’s satisfaction.
Expectations:
1.  Everyone is expected to enter the classroom, in an orderly manner, and take their seats before the end of the bell.
2.  Everyone is expected to be prepared for class before they take their seats.  Please put away all electronic devices.
3.  Everyone is expected to write down daily prefixes/suffixes and any homework assignments, at the beginning of the class.

4.  Everyone is expected to follow all laboratory procedures.

5.  Everyone is expected to do their own work, prior to class (not during class).  Assignments will be due at the beginning of class. 
Materials Needed:

-A 3-ring note book

-Paper

-Index Cards
-Highlighters

Online Textbook:

The online textbook can be accessed at my.hrw.com.  You will be given a username and password for that website.
Contact Information:
Email address:  chogston@wcs.k12.va.us and klaws@wcs.k12.va.us
School Phone:  276-739-3226 (after school)

Other:  

Quia webpage:  http://www.quia.com/pages/chogston/page13
Moodle webpage:  http://moodle.wcs.k12.va.us/course/view.php?id=131  (Be sure to go to Third and Fourth Period)  FYI:  This is the page that I will be most helpful.  (AHS/Science/Hogston/Login as a Guest)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Student Name (Please Print):  ____________________________
Your Goals:
My goal is to earn a/an  __________ (letter grade) in Biology this year.

My goal is to score a ____________ on the Biology SOL this year. 

I have reviewed the syllabus for Biology.  I understand the grading procedures and expectations for this course.

Student Signature:  __________________________________

Date:  __________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _________________________________
Date:  __________________
