Articles of Confederation
Critical Thinking

1) What concerns did the American political leaders have about government? (What would they like to see governments do? Not do?)

· Fearful of a powerful central gov’t (like England’s)
· Quartering Act

· Writs of Assistance

· Writ of Habeas Corpus
· Direct Representation
2) Reflect on the activities and events leading to the Revolutionary War. How did these activities and events shape the making of the Articles of Confederation?

· Fearful of powerful central gov’t lead to strong state gov’ts, weak central gov’t
· Quartering Act, Writs of Assistance, and Writ of Habeas Corpus all state issues

(there is no federal military—so cannot house soldiers in anyone’s home; states conduct all search & seizures as there is no federal military & no federal court system; again, there are only state courts so the Writ of Habeas Corpus does not apply here as there is no centralized federal gov’t to take this right away)

· To be fair, all states were given one vote each for legislative purposes

Articles of Confederation: Weaknesses
	Weaknesses 
	Explanation

	Weak National Gov’t

	· Agreement among states was difficult to achieve
· Lack of unity in political policy



	Congress had no power to tax

	· Could not support a common, federal, military

	Congress could not regulate commerce among the states

	· Issues of tariffs (import taxes) varied widely among the states
· Could not work together for best interest of all



	No common currency

	· Value of each’s state’s currency unknown; not useful in other state

· Limited trade


	Each state had one vote per state regardless of population size

	· In an attempt to be equal, the rule was unfair
· Ex.) New York had the same representation as Rhode Island


	No Executive Branch


	· No single, contact person for negotiations with other countries’ leaders
· No symbolic leader


	No Judicial Branch
	· Disputes between the states could not be resolved in an unbiased court



3) What lead to the drafting of a new constitution?

Constitutional Convention

	Key Issues
	How It Was Solved

	Federal Power vs State Power
	Federalism: 
federal and state governments
Which should be the supreme law of the land?


	Representation of each state in federal gov’t
The Great Compromise

(or the Connecticut Compromise)
	Bicameral Congress
Balanced power between large and small states

Senate: 
Representation is equal (2 per state)

House of Representatives: 

Representation is proportional (by population)

Three-Fifths Compromise
Placated the Southern states
Slaves count as 3/5 of a person

For representation purposes in the 
   House of Representatives


	Centralized Power in Federal Government
	Three Branches of Government
   Based on the Virginia Plan
Legislative Branch

Executive Branch

Judicial Branch

Checks and Balances
Powers of Federal Government

Limited to those powers identified in the Constitution



Key Leaders at Constitutional Convention
George Washington


Role: Chairman (President) of the Convention
· Presided over convention

· Seldom participated himself, though

· Lent prestige to the proceedings

James Madison


Nickname: “Father of the Constitution”

Delegate from which State? Virginia

Contributions:
· Political philosopher—the best around at that time & place

· Led debates often

· Kept copious notes of the proceedings (best record that survived)

Virginia Plan

· Authored by Madison
· Federal Gov’t with 3 Separate Branches of Gov’t: Legislative, executive, & judicial

· Becomes foundation for structure of new gov’t


Bill of Rights:
· Authored by Madison

· First Ten Amendments to the Constitution

· Response to Patrick Henry’s concerns

· Took from the English Bill of Rights, the Virginia Declaration of Rights, and the Virginia Statue for Religious Freedom
Critical Thinking:
1) Where is Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Sam Adams, and John Hancock?
2) Hamilton opposed the Bill of Rights. Can you think of a logical reason why he might have done this?
Debate for Ratification of Constitution

	
	Federalist Position
	Anti-Federalist Position

	Strong Central Gov’t


	· Needed for gov’t to function properly: facilitate interstate commerce & foreign trade, act a national defense, act in foreign relations

· Checks & Balances prevented any one of the three branches from acquiring too much power
	· States can perform these responsibilities or join together in agreement to get them done

· A strong central gov’t would usurp the power of the states leaving too much power at the national level and too little at the state level



	Republic (nation) was too big

	· Numerous political factions would check each other (thereby preventing any one from gaining too much power

	· A nation so big could not survive as a democratic gov’t
· It would fall prey to a single, powerful leader

	National Bill of Rights
(ultimate the anti-federalists won this argument)

	· Not needed, in fact redundant since Constitution offers freedoms
· States already had bills of rights that federal gov’t could not abolish
	· Needed to be written in the Constitution to safeguard individual rights


Critical Thinking
1) Federalist advocated a strong central gov’t for economic development and   

    public improvement. Who are people today who favor a strong or primary role 
    for the federal gov’t?
2) Anti-Federalists feared a too-powerful central gov’t as destructive to individual 

    rights and state gov’ts. Who are people today who favor more liberties for 

    individuals and states? For free markets (not regulated)?
Bill of Rights
Virginia Declaration of Rights

Authored by: 

George Mason
Importance:
 Reiterated notion that basic human rights should not be violated by gov’ts
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

Authored by:

Thomas Jefferson
Importance:

Outlawed the establishment of a church—
The gov’t cannot support one favored church
In Summary

James Madison took from each of these documents when drafting the first Ten Amendments (Bill of Rights)
Ratification of the Constitution

Opposed by Virginia leaders:



Virginia Proponents:

Patrick Henry





George Washington
George Mason





James Madison
Other opponents:





Other proponents:
Sam Adams 






Alexander Hamilton









John Jay

Somebody just hung out in France until the 11th hour:

Thomas Jefferson

