The Constitution of the United States

Preamble:

Modeled after Massachusetts State Constitution

Principal Architect:
James Madison

Influenced by:
John Locke





Natural Rights of Man





Social Contract Theory




Montesquieu





Checks and Balances in Government




Ancient Greek and Roman Governments





Ideas and Practices of Republics




State Government Constitutions





Freedom of Religion




Iroquois Confederacy



English Government (English Bill of Rights)





Individual Rights





Limited Powers of Federal Government

Basic Framework:
3 Branches of Government





Legislative, Executive, Judicial




Checks and Balances




Bicameral Congress




Powers of Congress





Elastic Clause




Electoral College





Interested and educated people vote

Federalist Papers: 
Collection of 85 Essays




Often appearing in newspapers




Pro-Constitution arguments




Writers: Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, John Jay

States Last to 

Approve:

VA, NY, NC, RI

Bill of Rights:

Added after Constitution is ratified




Known as Ten Amendments




Protection of Individual Rights

Arguments Against and For the Ratification of the Constitution

	Anti-Federalist (anti Constitution)
· Patrick Henry

· Sam Adams

· Thomas Jefferson


	Federalist (pro Constitution)
· John Adams

· James Madison
· George Washinton
· Alexander Hamilton



	Drafted in Secrecy by propertied aristocracy
	Secrecy needed to achieve changes without public disruption

 Members not aristocracy, just educated and chosen to be delegates of the states

	Delegates went too far beyond powers in writing a new government
	Articles of Confederation too weak to be saved; a completely new government was needed

	States would be reduced to dependent provinces 
	Federal government powers limited by those outlined in Constitution

	No Bill of Rights:
Individual rights not properly protected or clearly defined

You may thank Patrick Henry, in particular, for this!
	Constitution protected basic rights, clearly defined

This is the one argument that Federalist finally accepted. 
Madison adds The Bill of Rights, the first 10 Amendments, to the Constitution. 


	Centralized authority could lead to abuses of power
What is to stop a strong, central government from becoming rule by tyranny?
	The strength of a government comes with central authority

3 Branches of Government would share power and act as a check and balance on each other

(You must know examples of checks and balances)

	Nation too big (too many differences among regions) to be dominated by one, central government


	Numerous political factions would check each other

No one faction would gain too much power



	
	


