Trading in Ancient Greece
Scenario #1:

Partner A:

You are a Greek living in Athens. You can’t grow all the crops you and your family needs to survive the year on your small piece of land. You will need to obtain more crops to eat if you and your family want to survive. You are a skilled at making pottery and produce enough for commercial sale. You can produce 20 pottery vessels in a year. You need to keep 10 for your own use, but you are willing to trade the other pottery vessels you made for other goods like wheat that you need for the year.
 Pretend you need at least 40 pounds of wheat a year for you and your family to survive for the year. How many pottery vessels will you trade to obtain the wheat you need?

Partner B:
You are an Egyptian living along the Nile River. You produce much of the wheat that the Greeks need to survive. However, as much of your time is spent producing wheat, you do not have the time to make anything else. You need some pottery containers (vessels) for home and commercial use.
Pretend that you produce 80 pounds of wheat per year. You need to keep 40 pounds for your own consumption. You need to buy at least 10 pottery vessels. How much wheat will you sell in order to obtain the pottery that you need?

Scenario #2
Partner A:

You only need 20 pounds of wheat a year, but you still produce 20 pottery vessels a year. In addition, you only need to keep 5 pottery vessels for your own use. 

Now what is the outcome of trade?

Partner B:

You only need to keep 20 pounds of wheat per year for your own consumption, but you still produce 80 pounds of wheat per year. In addition, you now need only 5 potter vessels a year.

Now what is the outcome of trade?

Team Questions:

1. What problems occurred in trying to trade with your partner? (Did you easily come up with a fair trade deal? Why or why not? How did you determine what a profit was?)

2. Did you take advantage of a good trade deal to buy and sell the extra that you bought, but did not need, to someone else?

3. Did you remember that there are other goods that you might want to buy besides the one product you were trying to obtain? (Did you save some of what you produced to buy other goods?)

4. How can trade benefit a city-state like Athens?

5. How can using coin facilitate trade?

6. What would happen to trade between the partners if a tax was imposed on the items that were traded? 
7. What would be the best mode of transportation, if available, for trade: trade over land routes or trade using sea routes. Support your answer with an explanation.
