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Compare Search Results

Directions:  While viewing Slide 10 of the Internet Search Tools PowerPoint, record and describe the results of each search tool based on a search for “camping sites in NC State Parks.”
	Site
	Search Tool
	Number of Results
	Description of Results

	www.google.com
	     
	     
	     

	www.dogpile.com
	     
	     
	     

	http://www.lii.org/
	     
	     
	     


Which search tool provided the most relevant results, based on the premise that you are looking for camping sites in the NC State Parks?

     
Internet Search Tools Concept Review
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Directions:  Use the Internet Search Tools PowerPoint and your graphic organizer as reference to answer the following questions
1. List three types of Internet search tools.
·      
2. How does an individual search engine like Google or Yahoo differ from a meta-search engine like Google Custom Search Engine or Surfwax?
     
3. How are subject directories different from search engines?
     
4. Locate two subject directories on the web and list the URLs of your results.
     
5. Why would you use a subject directory?  Give two examples.
1.      

Internet Search Methods Concept Review

Directions:  Use the Internet Search Methods PowerPoint and your graphic organizer as references to answer the following questions
1. List four search methods.

·      
2. Keywords are an essential part of searching. What is a keyword search?
     
3. What is a search string?

     
4. Provide an example of keywords that can be joined with the Boolean operator OR to find information on coastal erosion in North Carolina.
     
5. Provide an example of keywords that can be joined with the AND operator to search for coastal erosion in North Carolina.
     
6. Provide an example of how quotation marks are used to narrow search results on coastal erosion in North Carolina.
     
7. List four miscellaneous methods that are available in search engines like Google.

     
Focus in on the Boolean Search Method

Directions:  For this activity, you will follow along with your teacher to examine the results produced by the Boolean search method.

	Boolean searches use operators to include or exclude terms used in a search.

	
	Operator
	Search String
	Results

	1. 
	AND

+
	Movies AND Advertising

+Movies +Advertising
	     


	2. 
	AND

+
	Movies AND Advertising AND Sales

+Movies +Advertising +Sales
	     


	3. 
	OR
	Jam OR Jelly
	     


	4. 
	OR
	Jam OR Jelly OR Preserves
	     


	5. 
	AND/OR
	Orchids AND (growing OR Planting)
	     


	6. 
	“
“
	“President Clinton” AND “Foreign Policy”
	     



Which operator returns more results?
     
Which operator returns fewer results?
     
Does AND narrow or expand the search?
     
Compare Internet Search Tools and Methods Key
	Compare
	Search Engine

www.google.com
	Meta-Search Engine

www.widow.com

	1.
	Enter the search string below and record the number of results returned for each site on the right
Movies AND Advertising
	     
	     

	2.
	What are the first three sites listed under each search tool?

	a.
	Google  
	     

	
	
	     

	
	
	     

	b.
	Widow
	     

	
	
	     

	
	
	     

	Compare
	Search Engine

www.google.com
	Meta-Search Engine

widow.com

	3.
	Enter the search string below and record the number of results returned for each site on the right
Movies AND Advertising AND Sales
	     
	     

	4.
	What are the first three sites listed under each search tool?

	a.
	Google  
	     

	
	
	     

	
	
	     

	b.
	Widow
	     

	
	
	     

	5.
	Why did the search for Movies AND Advertising AND Sales return fewer results than the search for Movies AND Advertising?
     


	Use the subject directory site http://infomine.ucr.edu to answer the questions below.

	6.
	Go to http://infomine.ucr.edu 

	a.
	What are the main categories of information on the site?

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	b.
	While on the home page, key graduation projects in the Search box and list the top three results.

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	c.
	Return to the home page and select Business & Economics

Select the [What’s New] category.  

How recent is the information in the [What’s New] category?
     


	
	

	d.
	Select New Search and key research topics in the Search for box and list the first two results.

	
	     

	
	     

	e.
	Return to the home page and search for “Adolescent Obesity” in the Bio, Ag & Med Sciences category.  What are the results?

     


	7.
	Answer the following questions: 

	a.
	Why would a high school student use this site?

	
	     


	b.
	Why would a college student use this site?

	
	     

	c.
	Why would a business manager for a software company search this site? 

	
	     


	Use the subject directory, libraryresearch.com to answer the questions below.

	8.
	Enter the search “adolescent psychology.”

	a.
	How many results did the database yield?           

	b.
	List the first three results.

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	c.
	What kind of information is offered about the first result?

	
	     

	d.
	Where is the information located?

	
	     

	9.
	Search for “adolescent psychology” at google.com and record the number of results.
     

	10.
	How do the search engine results compare to the subject directory results?

	
	     

	
	

	11.
	If you were conducting research on adolescent psychology for a senior project, which site is more efficient and why?

	
	     


	12.
	Summarize what you have learned about the different search tools and methods.

     



Miscellaneous Search Methods
Directions:  For this activity, you will experiment with the following miscellaneous search methods:

· Different language support
· Spelling

· Phonebook

· Math equivalents


Different Language Support 1
Imagine that you are sitting in a café in Paris, France and are really thirsty and would like some water.  Luckily, you have brought your trusty cell phone that has Internet access, and you know from your Computer Applications class that you can use the Language Tools translator in Google to quickly figure out how to ask for a glass of water.

Go to google.com and select Language Tools.  Key “May I have some water please?” in the Translate text box and select English to French in the drop down box.  Click translate.  What is the resulting translation?

     
Okay, so the garçon (waiter) takes your order and you anticipate the arrival of a nice cold glass of ice water and he brings you a glass of lukewarm tap water with no ice!  Find out how to politely ask the garçon for some ice.

     
Different Language Support 2

Now imagine that you are in New York for a weekend of fun.  You get off the plane and hail a cab.  Unfortunately, the cab driver does not speak English; but because you are so smart, you notice on his license that is hanging from his rear view mirror that he is from South America.  You are staying at the Holiday Inn located at 138 Lafayette Street.  Write what you would tell the driver below when he asks where you want to go. 

     
Spelling 

Now suppose you are going to a dinner party and the host called you on the phone and asked you to bring something that sounded like orderves.  You have no idea what they are and are too embarrassed to ask, so you quickly key orderves in the search box of Google.  You say AHA!  Now I know what she is talking about!  But you still don’t know what it is, so you select a hyperlink and find out.  Give the correct spelling of the word and 3 examples.

Correct spelling of orderves:      
Definition of hors d’oeuvres:      
Phonebook 

Now suppose you are talking to your mom and she is upset about the high cost of your cell bill.  You are just as surprised as she to find that numerous calls have been made to the number 919-807-3300 and you have no idea who that is.  Key the number in the Google search box and record the results below.

     
Math 

Suppose you are trying to figure out how much to tip the waitress at a local restaurant and your total bill is $25.76.  How much money should you leave for a 20% tip?  Key 25.76 *.20 in the Google search box and record your results below.

     
Suppose you want to add the tip to the cost of the food at the same time.  Key 25.76 * 1.20 in the Google search box and record the results below.

     
Now suppose you want to split the bill 3 ways.  Divide the total amount in thirds by keying the equation in the Google search box and record your results below.

     
Web Research
Directions:  You will conduct a search using the tools and methods learned in this objective.   Your teacher may select a topic for you or allow you to choose your own.
	Step 1. Select a topic and write it in the space provided.
	

	Step 2. 
· Take 3 minutes and write as many words as you can think of about this topic. Write the words in the space provided. (This step should help you get from a general topic to a more specific topic.)
· Think keywords.
	

	Step 3.
· What organizations, government agencies, clubs, associations might have information on your topic? 
· List your ideas in the space provided to the right.
	

	Step 4. 
· Use three tools and three methods.
· Describe each.
	

	Step 5. 
· Did you see unrelated results that you would like to exclude? 
· In Google use the – (minus sign) immediately before a keyword in order to exclude words or phrases.
· In the space provided, write the combinations that helped you exclude results unrelated to your topic.
	

	Step 6. 
· Are there phrases or quotes that can help narrow your search results? 
· Enclose phrases or quotes in quotation marks to narrow your search.
	

	Step 7.
· Search for synonyms. 
· Place the ~ (tilde) immediately before your keyword and Google will search for your keyword and its synonyms.
	

	Step 8. 
· Google uses stemming technology (also known as truncation). 
· This means that Google searches when appropriate not only for your search terms, but also for words that are similar to some or all of those terms.
	Any variants of your terms that were searched for will be highlighted in the snippet of text accompanying each result.

	Step 9. 
· What worked best? 
· In the space provided below, write the combinations of keywords and search strategies that provided the most accurate results for your topic search.

	


Supplemental Miscellaneous Search Tools & Methods

Directions:  For this activity, research the miscellaneous search tools and methods listed below and describe how they could be used to search for a job of their choice.
· TWITTER 
     
· RSS Feed
     
· Wiki
     
· Flikr
     
· Delicious
     
· Tags
     
· Bookmarks
     
· Tag clouds
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