


AP World History

Course Themes

1.  The relationship of change and continuity from 8000 BCE to the present

2.  Impact of interaction among and within major societies

3.  Impact of technology, economics, and demography on people and the environment.

4.  Systems of social structure and gender structure

5.  Cultural religious and intellectual developments

6.  Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states and political identities, including and emergence of the nation-state.

Overall Outline

Unit I.  Approx.  8000–600 BCE – Farming and the Emergence of Complex Societies


Developments

1. World History In Place And Time

· Interaction of geography and climate with the development of human society

· Major population changes resulting from human and environmental factors

· Nature and causes of changes

· Continuities and breaks within the course – what “works” and doesn’t?

2. Developing agriculture and technology

· Agricultural ,pastoral, and foraging societies, and their demographic characteristics

· Emergence of agriculture and technological change

· Nature of village settlements

· Impact of agriculture on the environment

· Introduction of key stages of metal use

3. Basic features of early civilizations in different environments:  culture, state, and social structure – Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus, Shang, Mesoamerica and Andean South America

Early Civilizations 

Questions – 
1. What effects did the agricultural revolutions have on Neolithic 


societies?



2.  What were women’s roles in the first 4 million years of history?  


What evidence can we find that might give us some indications of 


what women’s roles may have been?  Does the evidence 



indicate how women’s roles may have changed over time?  How and 


why might such change have occurred?



3.  How did differences in the environment and geographical location 


affect the development of these three early civilizations?



4.  How do the religious beliefs and world-views in Mesopotamia and 


Egypt reflect the relationships between the environment and the 


people of these civilizations?



5.  Compare the political system and the political philosophies of China 

to those of Egypt and Mesopotamia.  How does ideology develop in 


 to political and social crises?



6.  Compare the development of complex civilizations in the Western 


Hemisphere with those of the Eastern Hemisphere.  What differences 


do you notice?  What factors might account for those differences?

Unit II.  600 BCE – 600CE Societal Reorganization inc. Classical Societies


Developments

1. Classical civilizations

· Major political developments in China, India, and the Mediterranean

· Social and gender structures

· Major trading patterns within and among Classical civilizations; contacts with adjacent regions

· Arts, sciences, and technology

2. Major belief systems

· Basic features of major world belief systems prior to 600 CE

· Polytheism, Hinduism, Judaism, Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, and Christianity

3. Late Classical period (200 CE to 600 CE)

· Collapse of empires

· Movements of peoples

· Interregional networks by 600 CE Trade and religious diffusion

Classical Civilizations

Questions - 
1.  Compare the political systems of the Persian Empire and of Greece.  

What factors best explain the differences between Persian and Greek 


political culture?



2.  How and why did the government of Greek city-states develop and 


change from the Archaic through the Classical periods?



3.  In what ways were the economic foundations of the Roman and the 

Han empires similar?  How do you account for the similarity?  How 


were they different?   



4.  Why did the Roman and Han Empire fall?



5.  How have geographical features influenced the political, social, and 


cultural development of India?



6.  What are the origins of the concepts of varna and jati, and why has 

the varna-jati system of social organization lasted so long?
Major Belief Systems

Questions -    1.  Why did Christianity develop when and as it did?  Who would you 


say is the founder of the Christian religion?  Why did it ultimately 


survive and succeed?



2.  What are the basic features of Judaism?



3.  Compare the origins and tenets of the following philosophical 


systems – Confucianism & Daoism.

Interregional Networks – Trade and Religious Diffusion

Questions-   1. Are there substantial similarities between the origins and 



development of the Silk Road and the Trans-Saharan trade?



2.  How is trade related to the dissemination of technology?



3.  Why did Buddhism and Christianity spread when and as they did?

        
        
   

Unit III.  600-1450 CE– The Middle Ages


Developments

1. Questions of periodization

· Nature and causes of changes in the world history framework leading up to 600 CE – 1450 as a period

· Emergence of new empires and political systems

· Continuities and breaks within the period

2. The Islamic world

· The rise and role of Dar al-Islam as a unifying cultural and economic force in Eurasia and Africa

· Islamic political structures, notably the caliphate

· Arts, sciences, and technologies

3. Interregional networks and contacts

· Developments and shifts in interregional trade, technology, and cultural exchange

· Trans-Sahara trade, Indian Ocean trade, Silk routes

· Missionary outreach of major religions

· Contacts between major religions, e.g., Islam and Buddhism, Christianity and Islam

· Impact of the Mongol empires

4. China’s internal and external expansion

· The importance of the Tang and Song economic revolutions and the initiatives of the early Ming dynasty

· Chinese influence on surrounding areas and its limits

5. Developments in Europe

· Restructuring of European economic, social, and political institutions

· The division of Christendom into eastern and western Christian cultures

6. Social, cultural, economic, social, and political patterns in the Amerindian world

· Maya, Aztec, Inca

7. Demographic and environmental changes

· Impact of nomadic migrations on Afro-Eurasia and the Americas

· Migration of agricultural peoples

· Consequences of plague pandemics in the fourteenth century

· Growth and role of cities

8. Diverse interpretations

· What are the issues involved in using cultural areas rather than states as units of analysis?

· What are the sources of change: nomadic migrations versus urban growth?

· Was there a world economic network in this period?

· Were there common patterns in the new opportunities available to and constraints placed on elite women in this period?

The Islamic World

Questions-
1.  What reasons might there be for the timing, rapidly, and direction 


of Muslim territorial expansion?



2.  What are the fundamental characteristics of Islamic society?



3.  What are the major differences between the styles of rulership of 


Sultan Muhammad ibn Tughluq of Delhi and Mansa Suleiman of Mali 


(described in “Society and Culture” on page 379)?  What factors might 

account for those differences?

Developments in Europe

Questions-
1.  How and why did the effects of Christianity on society and 



government differ in the west and in the Byzantine Empire?



2.  Why should women have taken refuge in nunneries in the west, but 

not in the Byzantine Empire?



3.  What were the causes of the revival of the European economy and 


the urbanization of this period?



4.  How did the culture of the late Middle Ages differ from that of the 


earlier centuries?
China

Questions-
1.  How and why does the culture of Song China differ from the 



Chinese culture of the Tang period?  What elements of continuity or 


shared characteristics are there that justify us in calling the cultures of 

both Tang and Song variants of a single “Chinese” culture? 



2.  How and why did the roles and status of women vary over time and 

space in East Asia?



3.  How and why did the Ming economy develop from 1368 through 


1500?

The Mongols  

Questions 
1.  What factors made the Mongols able to conquer and maintain their 


hold on such a large amount of territory?



2.  Why did trade, science, and technology flourish under the Mongols?



3.  How id the effects of Mongol domination differ in Russia and in the 


Muslim lands?  How were they similar?



4.  How do the effects of Mongol rule on China compare with the 


effects of Mongol rule on Russia?



5.  What might be the causes of the collapse of Mongol rule in China?

Amerindian World

Questions
1.  How did the different environments of Mesoamerica and Andean 


region affect the development of civilizations?



2.  How does technological development in the Mesoamerican and 


Andean civilizations differ from technological development in the 


Eastern Hemisphere societies that you have studied thus far?  What 


factors might explain the differences in technological development?

Interregional Networks & Contacts

Questions
1.  How did cultural and ecological differences promote trade in 



specialized goods from one place to another? 



2.  What environmental and technological factors led Spain and 



Portugal to explore new trade routes in the Atlantic?



3.  Compare the voyages of non-European people before 1500 to those 

of the Portuguese and Spanish from 1400 to 1550.  In what ways were 

the voyages and their effects different? Why?
Unit IV.  1450-1750 CE– The Great Global Convergence


Developments

1. Questions of periodization

· Continuities and breaks, causes of changes from the previous period and within this period

2. Changes in trade, technology, and global interactions

3. Knowledge of major empires and other political units and social systems

· Ottoman, China, Portugal, Spain, Russia, France, England, Tokugawa, Mughal, characteristics of African empires in general

· Gender and empire

4. Slave systems and slave trade

5. Demographic and environmental changes:  diseases, animals, new crops, and comparative population trends

6. Cultural and intellectual developments

· Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment

· Comparative global causes and impacts of cultural change

· Changes and continuities in Confucianism

· Major developments and exchanges in the arts

7. Diverse interpretations

· What are the debates about the timing and extent of European predominance in the world economy?

· How does the world economic system of this period compare with the world economic network of the previous period?

Transformation of Europe

Questions

1.  In what different ways did climate and environmental 



degradation affect European societies during the period 1500-



1750?




2.  What were the long-term political effects of the Protestant 



Reformation?




3.  Analyze and discuss the significance of the differences 



between absolutism and constitutionalism.




4.  In what ways did the Scientific Revolution and the 




Enlightenment challenge the intellectual and political status quo 


in early modern Europe? 

Colonial System in the Americas

Questions

1.  What were the demographic effects of the Columbian 



exchange?




2.  How many different forms of labor organization can you 



identify in the various New World colonies?  What factors 



explain the development of different forms of labor organization 


and the transition from one form to another?

3. How and why did the colonial administrations of Spanish and Portuguese colonies differ from those established by the English colonies in North America?

Atlantic System & Africa

Questions
1.  How did participation in the Atlantic system affect social and political development in Africa and the Americas?

2. What effects did slavery have on economic life in Africa?

3. What factors led to the development of the African slave trade?

Land Based Empires – Eurasia

Questions
1.  How did differences in geographical location and environment affect the economic and cultural development of the Ottoman Empire and the Swahili Coast?


2.  What factors led to the decline of the Ottoman and Mughal Empires?

East Asia Empires – Ming, Qing, & Tokugawa

Questions 

1.  What explains the comparative speed of Japanese economic 



and technological development in the 1700s?
2.  Both the Qing and Tokugawa governments were in decline by 1800.  What reasons lay behind the decline of each government?

Changes in Trade & Global Interactions

Questions

1.  How did trading patterns change between 1500 and 1750?  

Period V.  1750-1900 CE

Developments

1. Questions of periodization

· Continuities and breaks, causes of changes from the previous period and within this period

2. Changes in global commerce, communications, and technology

· Changes in patterns of world trade

· Industrial Revolution

3. Demographic and environmental changes (migrations, end of the Atlantic slave trade, new birthrate patterns; food supply

4. Changes in social and gender structure (Industrial Revolution; commercial and demographic developments; emancipation of serfs/slaves; and tension between work patterns and ideas about gender)

5. Political revolutions and independence movements; new political ideas

· Latin American independence movements

· Revolutions (United States, France, Haiti, Mexico, China)

· Rise of nationalism, nation-states, and movements of political reform

· Overlaps between nations and empires

· Rise of democracy and its limitations: reform; women; racism

6. Rise of Western dominance and different cultural and political reactions

7. Diverse interpretations

· What are the debates over the utility of modernization theory as a framework for interpreting events in this period and the next?

· What are the debates about the causes of serf and slave emancipation in this period and how do these debates fit into broader comparisons of labor systems?

· What are the debates over the nature of women’s roles in this period and how do these debates apply to industrialized areas and how do they apply in colonial societies?

Revolutionary Changes in the Atlantic World, 1750-1850

Questions
1.  What factors might explain the different outcomes of the American, the French, and the Haitian revolutions?

2. How and why did the policies of the French revolutionary regimes change between 1789 and 1799?

3. What were the goals of the Conference of Vienna?  To what extent were those goals achieved?

The Early Industrial Revolution, 1760-1851

Questions
1.  Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Britain rather than in continental Europe or the United States?

2. How did the technological innovations of the Industrial Revolution change societies in the industrialized countries?




3.  How did industrialization change urban environments?

Nation Building and Economic Transformation in the Americas, 1800-1890

Questions

1.  What factors led to the Latin American revolutions?




2.  How did immigration patterns change in the nineteenth 



century and how did these changes affect the Western 




Hemisphere nations that received immigrants?




3.  How did industrialization and economic growth affect the 



social and the natural environments of the Western Hemisphere 


countries?

Africa, India, and the New British Empire, 1750-1870

Questions

1.  What are the differences between British involvement in 



Africa and in India during this period, and how would you 



explain those differences?




2.  How did British policy in India change as a result of the 



Sepoy Rebellion?




3.  In what ways did Britain’s industrial revolution affect Africa, 



Asia, and the Caribbean?
The Ottoman Empire and East Asia, 1800-1870

Questions

1.  Why were the Ottoman and the Qing Empires weaker and 



more vulnerable to Western pressure than Japan was in the 



19th century?




2.  What effects did foreign trade have on Ottoman and Qing 



society?

The New Power Balance, 1850-1900

Questions

1.  How would you compare the situations of workers an of 



women in the societies on the industrial countries?




2.  What is nationalism and how did it affect European and 



North American societies and politics?




3.  Why did certain countries become :great powers” while 



others did not?

The New Imperialism, 1869-1900
Questions

1.  How did the practice of the “New Imperialism” vary in Africa 


and in Asia?  What factors might explain the differences that 



you observe?




2.  What was the relationship between the New Imperialism 



and global trade?




3.  How did the practice of imperialism in Latin America differ 



from that in Africa?

Unit VI.  1900- Present


Developments

1. Questions of periodization

· Continuities and breaks, causes of changes from the previous period and within this period

2. The World Wars, the Holocaust, the Cold War, nuclear weaponry, international organizations, and their impact on the global framework

3. New patterns of nationalism

4. New forces of revolution and other sources of political innovations

5. Impact of major global economic developments

6. Social reform and social revolution

7. Globalization of science, technology, and culture

· Developments in global cultures and regional reactions, including science and consumer culture

· Interactions between elite and popular culture and art

· Patterns of resistance including religious responses

8. Demographic and environmental changes

9. Diverse interpretations

· Is cultural convergence or diversity the best model for understanding increased intercultural contact in the twentieth century?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of using units of analysis in the twentieth century, such as the nation, the world, the West, and the Third World?

The Crisis of the Imperial Order, 1900-1929
Questions

1.  Why did the crisis in the Balkans lead to a world war 



rather than to a limited European war?




2.  What different strategies might historians use to explain the 


contrasting destines of China and Japan from 1900 to 1929?




3.  What effects did the experience of the First World War an 



the scientific and technological advances of the post-war years 



have on Western society and on the relations between the West 


and the colonized world?

The Collapse of the Old Order, 1929-1949

Questions

1.  What factors explain the apparent economic success of the 



Soviet Union under Stalin in the 1930’s?




2.  How and why did the social and political effects of the 



Depression vary in different parts of the world?




3.  Why were Mussolini and Hitler able to gain power and 



engage in territorial expansion with impunity prior to 1939?




4.  What were the main reasons for the Second World War?

Striving for Independence:  Africa, India, and Latin America, 1900-1949

Questions

1.  What factors led to the emergence of a popular 




independence movement in India, and why did this movement 



lead to the establishment of two states, India and Pakistan, 



rather than to a single India?




2.  How and why did the political evolution of Mexico, 




Argentina, and Brazil differ from each other?


The Cold War and Decolonization, 1945-1975
Questions

1.  How did the Cold War affect the economies and the 




environments of the superpowers and of the European nations?




2.  How did the Cold War affect Asian, African, and Latin 



American countries?

Crisis, Realignment, and the Dawn of the Post-Cold War World, 1975-1991
Questions

1.  How did the Cold War and energy needs affect the political 



and social development of the Middle East?




2.  Why did the communist regimes collapse in the Soviet Union 


and eastern Europe, but not in China?


