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Paleolithic

(Old Stone Age)
2.5 million - 200,000 ybp

PRE-HISTORY

First use of stone tools
Humans learn to control fire
Homo erectus leaves Africa

Mesolithic
(Middle Stone Age)
200,000 ybp - 10,000 BC

First evidence of abstract thought
Homo sapiens leaves Africa
Neanderthals become extinct

Neolithic
(New Stone Age)
10,000 - c. 3,000 BC

First permanent settlements & farms
First civilizations develop in Sumer and Egypt
Invention of the wheel, plough, and writing
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Important People & Events
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