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00's 1st BC

100's 2nd BC

200's 3rd BC

300's 4th BC

400's 5th BC

500's 6th BC

600's 7th BC

700's 8th BC

800's 9th BC

900's 10th BC

1000's 11th BC

1100's 12th BC

1200's 13th BC

1300's 14th BC

1400's 15th BC

1500's 16th BC

1600's 17th BC

1700's 18th BC

1800's 19th BC

1900's 20th BC

2000's 21st BC

2100's 22nd BC

2200's 23rd BC

2300's 24th BC

2400's 25th BC

2500's 26th BC

2600's 27th BC

2700's 28th BC

2800's 29th BC

2900's 30th BC
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Years CenturyAge Important People & Events

First use of stone tools
Humans learn to control fire
Homo erectus leaves Africa

First evidence of abstract thought
Homo sapiens leaves Africa
Neanderthals become extinct

First permanent settlements & farms
First civilizations develop in Sumer and Egypt
Invention of the wheel, plough, and writing

First Egyptian dynasty

Methuselah tree (oldest tree still living) germinates

Tea is invented in China

Indus civilization blossoms

Great Pyramid built in Egypt

Semites integrate into Sumeria

World's first empire (Akkadian)

Abraham (if historical)

Hammurabi's Code of Law

Great Ziggurat of Ur built

Santorini volcano leads to Minoan collapse

Aryans migrate into India; Moses (if historical)

King Tut

Trojan War (if historical)

Bronze Age collapse leads to Greek dark ages

David & Solomon

Zoroaster?

Homer writes Illiad & Odyssey

Rome founded

Nebuchadnezzar

Greco-Persian Wars, Peloponnesian War

Plato & Aristotle, Alexander the Great

Hannibal, Qin Shi Huang

Third Punic War, Carthage destroyed

Julius Caesar, Augustus Caesar

S
um

er
ia

ns

O
ld

 E
g

yp
tia

n 
K

dm
.

M
in

oa
n 

C
iv

ili
z a

tio
n

M
id

dl
e 

E
g

yp
t .

In
du

s 
V

al
le

y 
C

iv
ili

za
tio

n

A
kk

ad
ia

ns

X
ia

 D
yn

.

A
th

e
ns

H
itt

ite
s

S
ha

n
g 

D
yn

as
ty

O
lm

e
c 

C
iv

ili
z a

tio
n

O
ld

 B
ab

yl
o

n

New
Babylon Medes

Greek Dark Ages

Persian
Empire

Alexander the Great

R
om

an
 R

ep
u

bl
ic S

pa
rt

a

Assyrian
Empire

M
yc

en
ea

ns

C
ar

th
ag

in
ia

ns

E
tr

us
ca

n
s

Nanda

Maurya

Sunga

Z
h

ou
 D

yn
as

ty

P
to

le
m

ai
c

E
gy

p
t

H
e

lle
ni

st
ic

G
re

ec
e

C
el

tic
 C

iv
ili

za
tio

n

Sargon the Great of Akkad

Mammoths become extinct

Cyrus the Great, Lao Tzu, The Buddha, Confucius

Stonehenge completed

4.2 kiloyear event causes global aridification
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Major Civilizations & Powers

Paleolithic
(Old Stone Age)

2.5 million - 200,000 ybp

Mesolithic
(Middle Stone Age)

200,000 ybp - 10,000 BC

Neolithic
(New Stone Age)

10,000 - c. 3,000 BC

4.2 kiloyear event
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PRE-HISTORY

00's 1st AD
Jesus, Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius
destroys PompeiiRoman Empire

Please Note:
The purpose of this chart

is to provide a broad
overview of history and

therefore the dates used
are approximate.

4.2 kiloyear event causes arid conditions worldwide

100,000 ybp

40,000 ybp

60,000 ybp

50,000 ybp

15,000 ybp

ybp = years before present

possibly
earlier

12,000 ybp



  

Years CenturyAge Important People & EventsMajor Civilizations & Powers
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BLACK

“Dark Ages”

Eastern
Roman
Empire

West
Francia

Invention of paper by Ts'ai Lun

Bantus reach South Africa

Major migration of barbarian tribes, Constantine 
embraces Christianity

Sack of Rome, St. Augustine, Attila the Hun,
Anglo-Saxons enter England

King Arthur (if historical), Plague of Justinian 
(1st Bubonic Plague)

Muhammad

Charlemagne

Beowulf written

Otto the Great becomes the first Holy Roman 
Emperor), Vikings reach Newfoundland

The Great Schism splits the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church

First Crusade

Genghis Khan builds the
largest contiguous empire in 
history, St. Thomas Aquinas

Hundred Years War, Black Death (2nd Bubonic 
Plague) kills 50% of Europe's population

Gutenberg invents the modern printing press,
Wars of the Roses, Leonardo Da Vinci,
Christopher Columbus, Spanish Inquisition

Martin Luther, Protestant Reformation,
Magellan, Copernicus, Scientific Revolution,
Deadliest earthquake on record hits Shaanxi, China

Thirty Years War, Rene Descartes, Galileo,
William Shakespeare, English Civil War,
Isaac Newton, Peter the Great, 
Baroque Period, Taj Mahal built

J. S. Bach, Seven Years War
Steam engine invented,
The Enlightenment,
American & French Revolutions

Year without a summer (1816)
Napoleon, Queen Victoria,
Beethoven, Marx,
Darwin, Freud, Edison

Einstein, First cars and airplanes, Spanish 
Influenza kills 50+ million, Great Depression,
World War I & II, First nuclear bombs, UN founded, 
Mao Zedong, Cold War, Apollo moon landings,
Berlin Wall falls, Widespread use of the Internet

9/11, Asian tsunami, Arab Spring
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World War I & II
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