COURSE SYLLABUS
	Department:
	English/Language Arts
	Date:
	2009-10

	Name of Course:
	Language Arts 
	Grade(s):
	8

	Course Number: 
	N/A
	Credit: 
	N/A

	Prerequisites:
	

	Other: 
	Teachers:  Ms. Pekulik and Ms. Rott


	Course Description:  Eighth Grade Language Arts is designed to improve the reading, writing, speaking, listening and critical thinking/reading skills of the eighth grade student.  Literature includes samples from short stories, novels, nonfiction pieces, and drama selections.  Grammar focuses on the nine parts of speech and basic sentence structure and agreement.  The Six Traits of Writing are reviewed and used as both an instructional and assessment strategy for a variety of writing assignments.  Word study involves both spelling and introduction to the spelling - meaning connection, especially focusing on Greek and Latin roots.
*The Language Arts Department utilizes research based best practice instructional strategies. 

	Essential Standards and Benchmarks:

A.12.1 
Demonstrates understanding of frequently used content area words.

A.12.2
                    Demonstrates fluency in silent reading

A.12.3 
Demonstrates knowledge of word meaning (beyond oral vocabulary)

A.12.4 
Uses meaning, structure and visual cues to pronounce and to understand the meaning of unknown words.

A.12.5 
Demonstrates knowledge of word meanings and variations of American English.

Before Reading

B.12.1
                    Previews text to activate and build background knowledge, make predictions and set a purpose for reading

During Reading

B.12.3 
Uses monitoring strategies to regulate, check, and self-correct while reading

B.12.4
                    Apply organizational strategies to comprehend narrative and factual material.

B.12.5 
Apply elaboration strategies to broaden comprehension of narrative and factual material.

After Reading

B.12.6
                    Apply organizational strategies to comprehend narrative and factual material.

B.12.7
                    Apply elaboration strategies to broaden comprehension of narrative and factual material.

B.12.8                     Reflect to evaluate text and enhance comprehension

C.12.1
                     Summarize key details of factual text, connecting new information to prior knowledge.

C.12.2    
Read from multiple sources of information to investigate a topic of interest

C.12.3 
Generate questions to acquire information.

C.12.4
                     Make connection text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world.

C.12.5 
Evaluate text to make and support judgments

D.8.1
Explain major characteristics of literary genres:

D.8.2
Recognize universal themes in literature
D.8.3
Explain structural elements of literature

E.8.1
Produce multiple drafts, including finished pieces that demonstrate the 6 traits of writing with a set purpose for an intended audience.

E.8.2
Produce a written response using the six traits within a limited amount of time with a set purpose for an intended audience.

E.8.3
Produce a written response with a set purpose for an intended audience.

F.8.1
Write a variety of coherent and complete pieces.

F.8.2
Produce a written response with a set purpose for an intended audience.

G.8.1 
Use words, phrases, and clauses effectively in a sentence.

G.8.2. 
Use correct tenses to indicate the relative order of events.

G.8.3
Apply principles of agreement

G.8.4 
Punctuate simple and compound sentences.

G.8.5 
Apply the conventions of writing

H.8.1 
Perform expressive oral reading of prose, poetry, and drama

H.8.2 
Present a coherent, comprehensive oral report in a manner appropriate to the audience

I.8.1 
Use active listening behaviors in a variety of situations.

J.8.1
Contribute to discussions by listening attentively and responding responsibly and courteously to the remarks of others.

J.8.2 
Demonstrate respect for the opinions of others.

K.8.1
Determine a research topic and focus investigation on relevant and accessible sources of information

K.8.2 
Use multiple sources to identify and locate pertinent information to research topic

K.8.3 
Present findings specific to content areas in oral/and or written reports, correctly citing the sources



	Scope and Sequence (Units/Themes):

Semester I

· Review of the Six Traits of Writing

· Review of Reading Strategies

· Literature:  Short Story Unit

· Process Writing:  Expository/Technical Writing

· Grammar: Overview of 9 Parts of Speech
· Word Knowledge:  Spelling Units 1-8
· Literature:  Novel Unit - The Outsiders
· Process Writing:  Creative/Imaginative Writing

· Reading:  Book Report 1 & 2

· Grammar: The Sentence Unit

· Mechanics:  Daily Oral Language

· WKCE Prep Materials


Semester II:

· Literature: Nonfiction Unit
· Grammar: Verb Unit

· Process Writing:  Persuasive/Research Unit

· Process Writing:  Personal Narrative Writing

· Word Knowledge: Spelling Lessons 8-16

· Book Report 3 & 4

· Mechanics:  Daily Oral Language

· Literature:  Drama Unit - "The Diary of Anne Frank"
· Grammar:  Agreement Unit


	Instructional Strategies:

· Six Traits of Writing
· Graphic Organizers

· Reading Logs

· Journaling/Quick Writes
· Daily Oral Language

· Direct Instruction

· Think - Pair - Share

· Vocabulary Graphic Organizers

· Anticipatory Organizers

· Literature Circles

· Teacher Modeling

· Sustained Silent Reading

· Readers Theater

· Socratic Questioning

· Word Walls

· Test Taking Skills 

· Other



	Assessments/Assignments:

· Literature 

· Short Story Unit Assessment
· The Outsiders Reading Comprehension Quiz Chapters 1-6

· The Outsiders Reading Comprehension Quiz Chapters 7-12

· The Outsiders Responding to Literature Project

· Nonfiction Assessment - "from Lincoln:  A Photobiography"
· "The Diary of Anne Frank" Test

· Process Writing

· Expository/Technical Writing Assignment

· Creative/Imaginative Writing Assignment

· Persuasive Writing Assignment

· Personal Narrative Writing Assignment

· Grammar 

· Overview Quiz

· The Sentence Test

· The Verb Test

· Agreement Test
· Book Reports 1-4

· Collage

· Written Report

· Book Report in a Bag - oral

· Teacher Conference -oral

· Book Jacket

· Word Knowledge

· Spelling Tests 1-16



	Grading:

· Weighting of Grades

· Assessments:  60% of total grade

· Class Work/Quiz:  25% of total grade

· Homework:  15% of total grade

· Late Work Policy

· Daily homework is expected to be completed on time.  Late homework will be accepted 1 day late with a penalty.

· If a student is absent, he or she has a grace period to get missing work in.  The rule of thumb is one day's grace for each day absent.

· Late projects, essays, etc. are graded fairly using the criteria, and then a penalty is given dependent on how late the assignment is.  


	Materials:
The Language of Literature, red level:  McDougal Littell, 1997
Elements of Language, second course:  Holt, Reinhart, Winston, 2001

The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton

"The Diary of Anne Frank", Goodrich and Hackett

Self-selected novels and books

Other
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