Explanation Problems
Students may have one or more of the following problems while they are learning how to write explanations:

1. Explanation drifts:
I like camping more than anything.  The air is clean and clear.  It feels good to breathe it after the smog of El Cajon.  I wonder if the Native Americans appreciated the clean air they had.

Better:

I like camping more than anything.  The air is clean and clear.  It feels good to breathe it after the smog of El Cajon.  My lungs always feel healthier after some time in the mountains.

2. Explanation is really RDF:
I like camping more than anything.  The air is clean and clear.  There isn’t any smog up in the mountains.  There isn’t the usual brown haze in the sky that I see most days.

Better:

I like camping more than anything.  The air is clean and clear.  It feels good to breathe it after the smog of El Cajon.  My lungs always feel healthier after some time in the mountains.

3. Explanation repeats from the thesis:

Football is a fun sport.  We get to play in front of lots of people.  It’s fun to do that.  I like to play in front of a crowd a lot.

Better:

Football is a fun sport.  We get to play in front of lots of people.  I like the feeling of having my friends and classmates cheering me on.  It’s exciting to feel the encouragement from the crowd as we do our best to win.

4. Explanation is generic:

Camping is the best vacation.   The air is nice to breathe because it’s so clean and clear.  It sure is good being there.  I like it a lot.

 Better:

Camping is the best vacation.  The air is clean and clear to breathe.  It somehow feels lighter than city air and makes my lungs feel better.  I like having the chance to be in a healthier place for a little while.

5. Explanation contradicts the thesis:

Camping is wonderful.  I like the fresh air the most.  I hated the bites I got there.  In addition, my family argued the whole weekend.

Better:

Camping is wonderful.  I like the fresh air the most.  I always feel healthier after some time in the mountains.  It feels good to breathe deeply after the smog of El Cajon.
Also better:

Camping is terrible.  The last time I went, I hated the bites I got there, and my family argued the whole weekend.  We went for a relaxed time but got nothing but trouble.  I will think twice before going again.

