Language Arts 10
Writing Unit

Explanation Packet     

Name_________________________________________Period_____
1. Explanation means your personal opinion, response, reaction, or reflection about a reason, detail, or fact you are making in a paragraph or essay.  When you write explanation, you are “commenting on” a point you have made.  Synonyms for explanation include “analysis,” “interpretation,” “insight,” “evaluation,” “explication,” “discussion,” “commentary,” and “speculation.”  Explanation echoes the focus in your thesis and topic sentences in your essay.

Explanation can be a difficult skill to master because all of the opinions and interpretations must come from you.  Your teacher will not supply the information you will need to write explanation.  It is up to you to think of some original, individual statements to make about your details and examples.

2. Read the following paragraph and highlight the parts of a paragraph.

Use the following color code:

Green:  Topic sentences and /or thesis statements
Yellow:  Reason, Detail, Facts
Red/Pink:  Explanation
Green:  Conclusion/Concluding sentence
Circle the transitions.


Driving in the fog to Sacramento was a frightening experience.  No signs were visible from the freeway, so I couldn’t see if there were any gas stations nearby to fill my near-empty tank.  In addition, it was 12:00 noon, and the fog was so thick that I couldn’t read the exit signs until I started passing them.  To make matters worse, a police car suddenly appeared ahead and drove at forty miles per hour for the next thirty minutes, and none of us were allowed to pass him.  When I finally reached Sacramento that day, a great sense of relief permeated my body and mind.
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3. The paragraph below is a rewritten version of the one on the previous page.  It has sentences of explanation inserted after each sentence of reason, fact, and/or detail.  Color-code the sentences; circle the transitions.

Driving in the fog to Sacramento was a frightening experience.  No signs were visible from the freeway, so I couldn’t see if there were any gas stations nearby to fill my near-empty tank. I panicked at the thought of being stranded alone in a strange place.  I kept hoping to see a station materialize in the fog and couldn’t make up my mind what to do. In addition, it was 12:00 noon, and the fog was so thick that I couldn’t read the exit signs until I started passing them. I realized I had driven on for hours, dreading the never-ending blurring lines on the horizon.  I had been expecting the weather to lift suddenly and let me get back on schedule. To make matters worse, a police car suddenly appeared ahead and drove at forty miles per hour for the next thirty minutes, and none of us were allowed to pass him.  It was as though an invisible force field had been thrown up behind the patrol car.  No one felt brave enough to dare going around him, and so we sulked behind him for what seemed like hours. When I finally reached Sacramento that day, a great sense of relief permeated my body and mind.
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4. Color-code this example; circle the transitions.

Saturday morning cartoons are often criticized by public officials because of their violence and themes.  Critics complain about coyotes jumping off cliffs, of dogs and cats blackening each other’s eyes, and Martians spying on Earth and making plans to destroy it.  This violence may be realistic, but there is no accompanying realistic blood, pain, or mutilation.  These scenes emphasize destruction and winning through physical harm to others.  The theme of these actions-greed and selfishness-is not appropriate for young children. These same animals battle over birds, carrots, or the right to a hole in the ground.  The wrong values are encouraged, and children do not see any examples of peaceful resolution to problems.  Finally, when the fights are over, the most violent person often gets food, toys, or candy as a reward.  The idea that showing greed or inflicting pain is rewarded in any way, large or small, is a subtly distasteful message.  If children see this behavior being successful on television, they have no reason not to try it themselves.  Children’s programming needs to be changed to avoid the messages that do nothing but harm those who watch them every week.
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5. Color-code this paragraph; circle the transitions.

In Animal Farm, Clover is a mother figure to the other animals.  She talks to Mollie the horse, when others won’t.  She shows she cares about keeping the animals together.  She is not mean to Mollie but wants her to understand how serious her leaving the farm is to the whole community.  Later, Clover warns Boxer to slow down and nurses him when he collapses.  Her motherly concern for him makes us feel sorry for the old, true horse and through her eyes we see the injustice of the system.  She understands the punishment of hard work, and although she could have broken away, she believes in Animal Farm.  In addition, she sees the changes in the Seven Commandments and in the pigs at the end of the story.  Her instinctive knowledge leads her to sense that things are wrong.  She is the character who makes the reader want to say, “Yes, you are right; do something.”  Clover works hard to help the other animals, regardless of what might happen to her.
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6. To practice explanation, you will complete a four-sentence unit of writing.  This functions like part of a body paragraph.  The sequence is as follows:

Sentence #1:  topic sentence
Sentence #2:  one sentence of reason, detail, or fact
Sentence #3:  one sentence of explanation about sentence #2

Sentence #4:  another sentence of explanation about sentence #2
As you write, you should have at least two points of explanation for every point of reason, detail, or fact.  This will help you write essays that are well developed and thoughtful.  However, content determines the length of the paragraph.  There ma be times when only one sentence of explanation is needed, and other times when more than two sentences of explanation are needed.

Here is a teacher sample to use as a model:


I hate shopping for Christmas.  The lines always have five or six people waiting for one cashier.  It takes forever to pay for something.  By the time I’ve done that, I’m too tired to stay any longer.

7. A topic sentence is given below.  Write one RDF sentence for #2 and two sentences of explanation for #3 and #4.

1. The walls in this classroom are dull and boring.

2.


3.

4.
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8. Here are two student samples.  Read them and comment on them on the space below.

A. Steve’s sample (9th grade):

     The walls in this classroom are dull and boring.  They don’t have anything on them.  Putting some pictures on the walls would make the room lively.  Then our class would look real.

Your opinion about Steve’s sample:

B. Annette’s sample (9th grade)

     The walls in this classroom are dull and boring.  They don’t have any posters or calendars on them.  I think you should get some cool pictures to put up.  Right now it’s like being in a giant cardboard box.



Your opinion about Annette’s sample:

9. Now try more explanation practice.  Two topic sentences are given below.  For each, write one RDF sentence and two sentences of explanation.

A. I like camping more than anything.
2.
3. 

4.
B. My favorite season of the year is _____________________.
2.
3.

4.
10. Trade tablets with someone sitting near you and write two things you liked about your partner’s explanations.

I liked

and

11. For this section, read each sample below and give your opinion of the explanations.

A. Camping is an uncomfortable experience.  The first night a big brown bear came into camp and stole the cooler.  I think it’s not fun to be in the woods.  I’d rather not go.

Your opinion:

B. Camping is an uncomfortable experience.  There is no bathroom.  Camping in the middle of nowhere is very inconvenient.  I wake up really sore and I don’t like the feeling of sleeping on granite.

Your opinion:   

C. Camping is an uncomfortable experience.  It seems like all of the blood-sucking little mosquitoes are out to get me.  They gang up at will and strike, making life miserable for me.  Not even bug repellant will stop them from sucking me dry of blood.

Your opinion:
12. Now try explanation practice about literature.  A topic sentence is given below for the short story, “The Summer People.”  Write one RDF and two sentences of explanation.

TS 
 In “The Summer People” by Shirley Jackson, the townspeople desperately want the Allisons to leave after Labor Day, so they become less neighborly.
RDF:
Explain:

Explain:  

13. Now trade tablets with someone sitting near you and write two things you liked about your partner’s explanation.  Name of partner:_______________________

I liked

and

