Choosing Transitions
Directions:  Sometimes clear, obvious transitions work best.  At other times transitions must be more subtle.  Bold transitions in RDF’s , highlight each RDF in yellow.  The first paragraph has been competed for you.
Ultimately, the decision about “obvious” or “not so obvious” transitions always depends on the purpose of the paper and the audience who will read it.

Persuasive Paragraph

Teen Court


After being on both sides of the law in Teen Court, an alternative justice system for first-time misdemeanor offenders, I believe that this program has a positive impact on juveniles.  First of all, Teen Court keeps young offenders out of local, state, or federal court for one year.  Instead, they are given a year’s probation to help them “get their act together” and learn to stay out of trouble.  Second, those who end up in Teen Court must serve on a Teen Court session during the year of probation.  The offender may be asked to be a member of a jury, the bailiff, or even an attorney.  This is a great opportunity to experience both sides of the law.  Teen Court is a wonderful addition to our local court system.

Paragraph with a List (Enumeration)

Fears


I am only ten years old, but like most people I have number of fears.  One of my fears is being bitten by a dog.  I really do not like big dogs, but even small, barking dogs make me nervous.  Even though I have never been bitten, I know friends who have.  It doesn’t seem like much fun.  Another fear is that someone in my family will get sick or hurt.  I hear the news about cancer and other horrible diseases and wonder if someone in my family will become ill.  A third fear I have is tests.  I actually get good grades, but I worry a lot about forgetting everything I have learned.  Right before a test my stomach gets nervous.  My teachers and my parents tell me that everyone gets a little nervous before a test.  That makes me feel better.  My worst fear is about spiders.  Sorry spiders, but you just make me feel creepy.  I know some of you are very helpful and most of you don’t even cause any harm. When I see one of you, I handle my fear by stepping on you or just moving to another place.  Fears are normal, but they are definitely not much fun.

Descriptive Paragraph
Aspen Resort


Every year our family heads to Aspen Resort for a great vacation.  We always stay in one of their rustic cabins.  My three sisters and I share the room with the two giant beds covered with old quilts, my brothers get the one with the view of the small lake, and, of course, my parents stay in the corner room with the best view.  There’s no television to watch, but we don’t care since there are tons of activities outdoors.  I look forward to riding horses, especially the gentle ones.  My twin bothers spend their time in the rowboats or fishing.  Mom loves hikes and picnics with the family.  Dad usually joins my brothers; sometimes he just sits on the cabin porch and reads.  On each trip we add one new adventure.  Last year we took a five mile hike to a nearby ghost town.  Our guide took us into creaky old buildings and down a dark, dusty mine shaft.  The year before that we all joined the ropes course challenge.  I felt just like a baby again because I couldn’t do anything on my own.  I needed everyone in my family to help me climb the steep rope wall and to walk across the fifteen foot high rope bridge.  Our family loves Aspen Resort; we always leave with great memories.

A Process (How To) Paragraph

Advice about Lifting


To prevent unnecessary injuries from lifting heavy objects, follow this advice.  First, assess the job.  Get a real sense of the weight of the object to be lifted.  Ask for help form others or use equipment like dollies and hand trucks to move very heavy objects.  Second, check the path you plan to use to move the object.  Make sure it is clear and safe.  Third, follow the proper procedure for lifting.  Stand near the box or object with legs apart (shoulder width), be sure to have a firm grip, bend at the knees and hips into a squatting position, keep our back straight, and pull the load close to you.  Fourth, remember to lift with your legs, not your back.  Finally, lift slowly and stay in control.

A Paragraph for an Answer to a Question on a Quiz or Test

Why did dinosaurs have tails?


Scientists think dinosaurs’ tails had many uses.  Meat eaters ran on two legs.  They may have used their tail to stay balanced.  Both plant eaters and meat eaters might have used their tails to strike other dinosaurs when fighting.  And giant plant eaters may have snapped their tails like whips, making a thundering sound to frighten enemies.
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