
Mrs. Stahly
chris.stahly@k12.sd.us
353-7800
1st Semester
1. Writing—Step Up to Writing 

a. writing as problem solving

b. personal narrative


c. persuasive

d. character study


e. letter to an author


f. creative writing

2.  Grammar, usage, and punctuation units 
3.  Book reports (one per quarter)—biography/autobiography (oral); book of choice (written)

4.  Personal journal / portfolio
5.  Spelling—one spelling quiz each week

2nd Semester
1. Short Story unit
2. Literary terms
3. Vocabulary
4. Writing—Step Up to Writing

a. comparison / contrast

b. business writing
5. Drama—Antigone and/or Julius Caesar—includes vocabulary and writing projects
6. Poetry
7. Persuasive / non-fiction reading

8. Book reports (one per quarter)—one oral, one written

9. Grammar, usage, and punctuation units
10. Personal journal / portfolio
Movies / Videos

1. School House Rock—Grammar Rock N/R   2.  Antigone N/R   3.  Hidalgo   4.  Portions of other educational videos

Grading Scale:

100-90 A

  89-80 B

  79-70 C

  69-60 D

  59-0   F
Absence/Tardy Policy

1. You will get a total of two free tardies (excused OR unexcused) and/or absences first/third quarters and one free for second/fourth quarters.  

2. Each additional tardy / absence will affect your quarter grade—20 points (out of 100 points) deducted per occurrence.  

3. Forgetting your I.D., going to get a book in your locker during the first 15 minutes of class, having to move your vehicle, using your cell phone, etc. are considered tardies.
4. Anything that is not a school activity is considered an absence.
5. After the fifth absence, you may lose credit unless absences are due to a medical necessity or family emergency. 
**Your privilege package and semester test incentive are tied directly to your tardies and absences.**
Semester Test Incentive:

Students will have the opportunity to contract for either plan below in the final week of each semester:
• Plan A – Warranty or Exemption

o Students have a total of 3 or less tardies and/or absences in a class within the semester AND

o Semester Exam day counts as double (2) if a student is absent or tardy for any reason.

o Senior bonus: All students who took the Dakota STEP as a junior will be allowed one additional absence/tardy in each class if they scored proficient and/or advanced in all three content areas.
• Plan B – Exam Bonus

o 0 Absences/Tardies* +20%**

o 1 Absences/Tardies* +15%**

o 2 Absences/Tardies* +10%**

o 3 Absences/Tardies* +5%**

o 4 or More 0%

o Seniors bonus: All students who took the Dakota STEP as a junior will be given an extra 5% on their semester exam if they scored proficient and/or advanced in all three content areas.

*Semester test day counts as TWO days.

**These percentages are added to the student’s semester exam score.
Miscellaneous  

· All grades in my gradebook are percentages.  Tests/quizzes, papers, and projects are weighted double.  
· All late work will need to be printed and put in the late work basket.
· Label late work with the following:

· Name

· If absent, include date you were absent

· Reason for late work (example—sick, school activity, just late)

· Unexcused late work earns a maximum grade of 50%.
· If you are assigned to intervention because of a failing grade in this class and you don’t attend, you will not be eligible for credit recovery at the end of the semester.
· When submitting work to the R drive, include class period_assignment name_last name and first two initials of first name.  Example:  5_scavengerhunt_stahlych
· Files with wrong file name in R drive=automatic 10% deduction
· Example:  perfect paper with wrong file name=90%
· Bring a novel to class each period.  The first ten to fifteen minutes of class each day will be a reading time.  There will be written or oral reports given on these books.
· A grade of D or above requires the following:

-Regular attendance

-Motivation and initiative

-Some cooperative group work

-Completed daily and long-term work on time

-Satisfactory completion of performance objectives (tests, quizzes, and projects)

-Good citizenship, behavior, and respect
-Daily supplies: pen, pencil, paper, textbook, reading book – present each class period

-Student’s information on work turned in (no name=no grade) 
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