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DOCUMENT #2: Cornelius Vanderbilt and the Railroads

In 1865, at the age of 71, Cornelius Vanderbilt entered the railroad business. To do so, he used the $10
million fortune he had made with a fleet of steamships. He bought up several railroad lines, creating a
14,000-mile combination called the New York Central Railroad.

When Vanderbilt died 12 years ater, he had increased his fortune to $100 million by using ruthless
methods. One of them was to drop prices lower than a competitor could afford to drop his;
then, when most of the competitor's sales had been lost, the competitor would be forced to
declare bankruptcy or sell their business. Before Vanderbilt, travelers and freight had to
transfer 17 times between New York and Chicago to complete the journey. After Vanderbilt,
one train made the trip—in half the time and at a lower cost.

Source: Smithsonian Encyclopedia of American History, page 106
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DOCUMENT #3: Cartoon: First Annual Picnic of the "Knights of Labor"

Weitn on the
bucket: Monopoly

First Annual Picnic of the "Knights of Labor" —
‘more fun for the spectators than for the performers.

Source: Joseph Keppler, Puck, June 21, 1882
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DOCUMENT #4: Andrew Carnegie explains his view on economic competition and how
“survival of the fittest” has contributed to society.

The “good old times” were not good old times..Articles [such as clothes, tools, furniture, machinery, etc.] were
‘once manufactured in small shops which formed part of the household... The inevitable result of such a mode of
manufacture was [simple] articles at high prices. Today the world obtains [through mass production] commodities
of excellent quality at low prices...

Itis to the law [of competition] that we owe this wonderful development. While the law may be sometimes hard
for the individual, it is best for the [human] race, because it insures the survival of the fittest in every department.
We accept and welcome, therefore, the concentration of business [wealth] in the hands of a few, and the law of
competition between these, as being not only beneficial, but essential for the future progress of the race...[Glood,
has come from the accumulation of wealth by those who have the ability and energy to produce it.

Source: Andrew Carnegie, “Wealth,” in the North American Review, June, 1889
[http://eweb.furman.edu/~benson/docs/carnegie.htm]
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DOCUMENT #5: “A Workingman’s Prayer”

This 1894 “prayer” by “A Workman” (an anonymous contributor to the National Labor Tribune) was a
sarcastic critique of Carnegie’s paternalism and philanthropy.

Oh, Almighty Andrew Philanthropist Library Camegie, who art in America when not in Europe spending the
money of your slaves and serfs, thou art a good father to the people of Pittsburgh, Homestead and Beaver
Falls (Pennsylvania). We bow before thee in humble obedience of slavery. . .. We have no desire but to serve
thee...

Oh, lord and master, we love thee because you and other great masters of slaves favor [monopolies] and
trusts to enslave and make paupers of us all. We love thee though our children are clothed in rags. We love
thee though our wives . .. are so scantily dressed and look so shabby. But, oh master, thou hast given us one
great enjoyment which man has never dreamed of before—a free church organ, so that we can take our
shabby families to church to hear your great organ pour forth ts [musical sounds]. ...

Oh, master, we thank thee for all the free gifts you have given the public at the expense of your slaves. ...
Oh, master, we need no protection, we need no liberty so long as we are under thy care. So we command
ourselves to thy mercy and forevermore sing thy praise.

Amen!

Source: Letter from “A Workman” to the National Labor Tribune. Reprinted in The Coming Nation, 10
February 1894. [http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5007/]
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DOCUMENT #6: Relative Share of World Manufacturing Output

The following chart shows each country’s manufacturing output, which is  reflection of national
wealth.

COUNTRY 1860 1880 1900

United Kingdom (Britain) afed |  19.9% 22.9% 18.5%
France [ M| 79 78 68

Germany | 49 85 132

Russia fpmmml| 70 76 88

United States = | 72 147 236

Japan (] 26 24 24

China [ae]| 197 125 62

India/Pakistan [ 8.6 28 17

All other countries combined () 22 208 188
TOTALS 100% 100% 100%

Source: Rise and Fall o the Great Powers, by Paul Kennedy, page 149 (1987)
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DOCUMENT #7: The United States Industrial Commission reports on the Standard Oil
Company.

James W. Lee was the president of the Pure Oil Trust, a competitor of the Standard Oil Company. On May 11,
1899 he testified before the United States Industrial Commission, which was investigating the Standard Oil
Company.

While Mr. Lee believed that the closing of the refineries by the Standard Oil Company has worked, on the
whole, against the interest of the workingman, he nevertheless agreed with practically all the other
witnesses who gave evidence on this point that the Standard Oil Company pays good wages and gives
steady employment to its men.

Source: Preliminary Report on Trusts and Industrial Combinations, by the United States Industrial
Commission, page 29. (1900)

[http://books.google.com/books?id=n09a0y43sWsC&pg=PP#v=onepage&q&f=false]
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DOCUMENT #8: John D. Rockefeller looks back on his achievements in 1909.

Rockefeller's building of Standard il Company was one of the most stunning business achievements of the
late nineteenth century. In 1870, Standard Oil controlled 4% of the oil market, in 1899, it controlled 90%. On
December 31, 1899, during a government investigation, he explains the success of his company.

I credit] the success of the Standard Oil Company to its consistent policy of making the volume of its
business large through the [value] and cheapness of its products. It has spared no expense in finding,
securing, and utilizing the best and cheapest methods of production.

It has sought for the best [supervisors] and workmen and paid the best wages. It has not hesitated to
sacrifice old machinery and old plants for new and better ones. It has [invested millions of dollars and has]
placed its factories at the points where they could supply markets at the least expense [near
centers of transportation such as railroads and rivers)]. It has not only sought markets for its
main products [kerosene—fuel for lighting and heating] but for all possible by-products
[such as paint, varnish, lubricating oils, and over 200 others], sparing no expense in
introducing them to the public in every nook and corner of the world.

It has had faith in American oil, and has brought together millions of money for the purpose of making it
what itis, and holding its markets against the competition of Russia and all the many countries which are
producers of oil and competitors against American oil.

Source: John E. Rockefeller, Random Reminiscences of Men and Events, 1909.
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DOCUMENT #9: New York Times article about charitable gifts by wealthy Americans
during 1910.

$163,197,1256_GIVEN IN 1910 FOR PHILANTHROPY 1

Andrew Camegle Leads the List with Gilts of Over $20000,000-
John D. Rockefeller Is Next, Giving Oves

A Long List of Generous Ber

Excerpt:
N spite of much talk about the concentration of wealth in the hands of the few, it would seem that there is
I little danger of this so long as people are filled with generous purposes. The year just ended (1910) reveals

the fact that $163,197,125 has actually been given back to the people, not by enforced taxation or
Governmental regulation, but voluntarily and happily, with no purpose on the part of the possessors of

wealth beyond a desire to relieve and uplift the condition of those less fortunate than themselves. Of this total,

$76,006,478 was contributed to education, $30,475,798 to religion, and $56,714,850 to general charities,

including Mr. Carnegie’s peace fund.

Details on amounts given (from the article):

+ Andrew Carnegie: $20,516,000 (including gfts to the Caregie Technology Schools, teacher retirement
funds, colleges, and libraries).

15,132,000 (including a gift for Rockefeller Hospital in New York).

+ L Pierpoint Morgan: $2,500,000 (including gifts to parks, museums, and churches; he’s believed to have
given more, but the amounts are unknown)

Source: The New York Times, January 1, 1911
Thetn://auery. nvlimes com/ast/ahstract htmi2res=FSOE1EECIREE17738DDDAR084 DI40SR]1RDE1D3]
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TAKING NOTES on the DOCUMENTS (Pros and Cons)

Directions: Take notes supporting each position. Include any c

s, reasons, or evidence you fin

the sources provided. Do

notinclude your opinion. Use these notes for your academic discussion and essay planning.

Document Industrialists Were Primarily Robber Barons |  Industrialists Were Primarily Captains of
Industry
DOCUMENT #1:
Impact of the Factory

on Worker Health

DOCUMENT #2:
Cornelius Vanderbilt
and the Railroads

DOCUMENT #3:

Cartoon: First Annual

Picnic of the "Knights
of Labor"

DOCUMENT #4:
Andrew Carnegie
explains his view on
‘economic competition
and how “survival of
the fittest” has
contributed to society.
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MY ARGUMENTS ORGANIZER

(Optional format, teacher may p

e different organizer)

Directions: Prepare at least two reasons, supporting evidence and how you will address a counterclaim. There s room
for you to include an optional thi

CLAIM:

¥ ¥ ¥
REASON #1 REASON #2 REASON #3

¥ ¥ ¥
'SUPPORTING EVIDENCE 'SUPPORTING EVIDENCE 'SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

COUNTERCLAIM/CONCESSION MY RESPONSE TO THE COUNTERCLAIM
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HISTORY WRITING TASK ASSESSMENT

Directions:
Please respond to the prompt in writing. You may use your notes to inform your writing. Your essay should have a minimum of S
paragraphs.

‘Writing Prompt:

Should 19th century industrialists be remembered primarily as “robber barons” who used
unfair business practices for their own gain, or “captains of industry” who contributed
positively to American society?

After reading the provided source documents on the topic, write an argumentative essay (at least 5
paragraphs) that addresses the question and support your position with evidence. Be sure to acknowledge
competing views (counterclaims).

1. Begin with an introduction that frames the purpose of your essay and states a claim.

2. Develop your argument with clear reasons and evidence drawn from at least five sources and also from
your outside historical content knowledge (evidence learned in class o elsewhere). Analyze the significance
of the evidence and how it supports the claim.

3. Acknowledge and address an opposing or competing view (counterclaim).

4. Provide a conclusion that effectively summarizes the argument and explains its significance.

Be Sure To:

Q Use appropriate transitions.
Use precise language and vocabulary to inform or explain your topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style.

Edit for spelling and grammar.

0o uowo

Write a minimum of 5 paragraphs.
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Robber Barons or Captains of Industry?
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INTRODUCTION

Background:

Rapid industrialization in the United States during the late 1800s provided a unique opportunity for
industrialists, or capitalists, of the time period. Men such as Cornelius Vanderbilt in railroads, John D.
Rockefeller in the oil industry, Andrew Carnegie in steel, as well as others, helped to transform the
United States for better and for worse. All followed similar patterns: they used tough methods to force
competitors out of business, reorganized business operations to make them more efficient,
accumulated huge personal fortunes, and gave large amounts of money to charity.

Essay Prompt:

Use what you have learned in class and the following source documents to answer the question:

Should 19th century industrialists be remembered primarily as “robber barons” who used
unfair business practices for their own gain, or “captains of industry” who contributed
positively to American society?

s and th

‘When responding to the question, think about the role of indu
1. the American economy and standard of iving
2. thelives of their workers, and
3. their business leadership ability.

impact on:
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BUILDING HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1. Brainstorm Prior Outside Knowledge (You know this!)
Recall what you already know. Based on what you've learned in class and out (TV, internet,
reading, newspaper, relatives, friends, etc.), make a list of all that you know about American
industrialization and the rise of capitalists in the late 19th century . A couple things to think
about: What was life like in the United States before this industrialization? How did
industrialists change the United States (for better and for worse)?

Some words to prompt you are below.

factories... railroads... oil..
ironand coal..  steel... labor...
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2. Evidence/Argument T-Chart

Next, to help visualize your thoughts, use your prior knowledge to create a T-chart with
evidence and/or supporting reasons for both sides of the argument. Do this before reading
the documents. You can update this after you read the documents, as well.

Industrialists Were Primarily Robber Barons

Industrialists Were Primarily Captains of Industry
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READING THE SOURCE DOCUMENTS

1. Read, Highlight/Underline, and Annotate the Source Documents.
« Asyouread, highlight/underline and annotate documents, decide how each can be used, and label them
accordingly.
 For each document, you should try to consider: Who created the source? What type of source is this? When
was it created? Where was it created? Who was it created for? Why was it created?
«  Optional: Use the guiding question after each document and/or the document notes chart (pp. 15-17).

READING THE SOURCE DOCUMENTS

DOCUMENT #1: Impact of the Factory on Worker Health

Asindustrialization accelerated the growth of the nation's economy and changed the nature of work, some
‘experts took time to examine the changes workers were experiencing. Dr. John B. Whitaker, a Massachusetts
physician, used his expertise to explain the impact of the factory on worker health.

1 Accidents and casualties are very numerous partly owing to exposed machinery and partly owing to
carelessness.Itis really painful to go ‘round among the [workers] and find the hands and fingers mutilated, in
consequence of accidents.

2. Unnatural or [repetitious] working positions...i
cases producing curvature of the spine and bow-legs.

some cases [make the worker] round-shouldered, in other

3. Exhaustion for overwork. In consequence of the long hours of labor, the great speed the machinery is run
at, the large number of looms the weavers tend, and the general over-tasking, so much exhaustion is produced, in
most cases, that immediately after eating supper, the tired [workers] drop to sleep in their chairs..

12, Predisposition to depression of spirits...Factory life predisposes very much to depression of spirits.

Source: The Impact of Factory Work on Worker Health by Dr. John B. Whitaker, 1871.









