Literature Circles

Our first novel unit will be conducted in a literature circle format.  This format breaks the class into groups that are responsible for studying the novel as we would if we were reading the book as a whole.  Each group member will have a rotating role twice a week.  This means that you will have an assignment to complete, present to your group, and turn in every time your group meets.  Your role sheets will make up a large portion of your classwork/homework grade for this unit.  The roles are listed below.
Literary Luminary

As the Literary Luminary, it is your job to point out places in the story that seem important.  You must read aloud two sections from your designated pages that you feel are significant.  Then you must design five thought provoking discussion questions to present to your group.  The group must discuss the questions in “Round Robin” style.

Connector

As the Connector, it is your job to find connections between the novel and the outside world.  This means connecting your reading to:

· Your own life *happenings at school, home, neighborhood, news, etc.

· Other literature that you have read, characters in stories

· Movies or television

When it is your turn for this role you will share five connections with your group.

Artistic Adventurer

As the Artistic Adventurer it is your responsibility to share an artistic representation of the material you read for your group meeting.  You can do this in many ways.  Examples
*comic strip the sequence of events

*create a collage

*create a mobile



*draw the characters

*write a song




*write a poem

You will present your artistic endeavor to your group and turn it in.

Character Captain

You will explore the characters in the book.  Find five examples in the selection that develops one or more characters.  Choose passages from the story that prove your points and write down what you think the passages are explaining about the character.  Use adjectives to describe the character.  A web works well for this!  Present to your group.

**********************Only if you have 5 people in your group******************

Word Wizard

You are to choose 5 words in the sections that are unfamiliar, important, puzzling, funny, or interesting. Write down the word, find the definition, and explain why you choose the word.  Present this to your group.
Name_______________________________________________period____

Novel_______________________________________________date________
Literary Luminary

Passages read aloud:
1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Pg  

Why did you choose this passage? ____________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

2)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Pg.

Why did you choose this passage?____________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions:

1)______________________________________________________________________

2)______________________________________________________________________

3)______________________________________________________________________

4)______________________________________________________________________

5)______________________________________________________________________

Name______________________________________________period________

Novel______________________________________________date

Connector
You will find five connections between the book and your life.  Use complete sentences.

1)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name____________________________________________period__________

Novel____________________________________________date____________

Artistic Adventurer
What artistic representation did you use and how does it represent this section of the book?_____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Name____________________________________________period__________

Novel____________________________________________date____________

Artistic Adventurer
What artistic representation did you use and how does it represent this section of the book?_____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Name________________________________________________period_________

Novel________________________________________________date__________

Character Captain

	Character
	Specific Example of behavior/action:

	Character:

Adjectives:
	Page: _____ Paragraph: _____

What does this passage explain?

	Character:

Adjectives:
	Page: _____ Paragraph: _____

What does this passage explain?

	Character:

Adjectives:
	Page: _____ Paragraph: ____

What does this passage explain?

	Character:

Adjectives:
	Page: _____ Paragraph: _____

What does this passage explain?

	Character:

Adjectives:
	Page: _____ Paragraph: _____

What does this passage explain?



Name______________________________________________period_____________

Novel______________________________________________date______________

Word Wizard

Word



Definition



why you choose it

	Pg.
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	Pg.
	
	

	Pg.
	
	


