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3.3A: Proclamation of 1763

The British government faced a number of problems after the French and Indian War. One was how to keep colonists and Native Americans from killing each other as settlers pushed westward. No problem, said King George III. Simply draw a line down the crest of the Appalachian Mountains. Tell settlers to stay east of that line and Indians to stay west of it.

This was what the king ordered in his Proclamation of 1763. To Americans, the king’s order suggested tyranny, or the unjust use of government power. They argued that the lands east of the Appalachians were already mostly settled. Besides, the Proclamation was too late. Settlers were already crossing the mountains.


The British government ignored these arguments. To keep peace on the frontier, it decided to expand the British army in America to 7,500 men.
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3.3B: Quartering Act 1765

Americans noticed another law passed by Parliament in 1765. Called the Quartering Act, this law ordered colonial assemblies to provide British troops with quarters, or housing. The colonists were also told to furnish the soldiers with “candles, firing, bedding, cooking utensils, salt, vinegar, and…beer or cider.”


Of course, providing for the soldiers cost money. New Jersey protested that the new law was “as much an Act for laying taxes” on the colonists as the Stamp Act. New Yorkers asked why they should pay to keep troops in their colony. After all, they said, the soldiers just took up space and did nothing.


In 1767, the New York assembly decided not to vote any funds for “salt, vinegar and liquor.” The British government reacted by refusing to let the assembly meet until it agreed to obey the Quartering Act. Once again, tempers began to rise on both sides of the Atlantic.
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3.3C: Stamp Act 1765


The British Government faced the problem of how to pay off the large debt left over from the French and Indian War. In 1765 Prime Minister George Grenville proposed a new act, or law, called the Stamp Act. This law required colonists to buy a stamp for every piece of paper they used. Newspapers had to be printed on stamped paper. Wills, licenses, and even playing cards had to have stamps.


Once again, the colonists sensed tyranny. One newspaper, The Pennsylvania Journal, said that as soon as “this shocking Act was known, it filled all British America from one End to the other, with Astonishment and Grief.”


It wasn’t just the idea of higher taxes that upset the colonists. They were willing to pay taxes passed by their own assemblies, where their representatives could vote on them. But the colonists had no representatives in Parliament. For this reason, they argued, Parliament had no right to tax them. They saw the Stamp Act as a violation of their rights as British subjects. “No taxation without representation!” they cried.

After months of protest, Parliament repealed, or canceled, the Stamp Act. Americans greeted the news with great celebration. Church bells rang, bands played, and everyone hoped the troubles with Britain were over.
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3.3D: Townshend Acts 1767

In 1767, Charles Townshend persuaded Parliament to pass the Townshend Acts. The new laws placed a duty, or tax, on certain goods the colonies imported from Britain. These goods included such popular items as glass, paint, paper, and tea.

To many colonists, the Townshend duties were simply taxes in disguise. Once again, they were determined not to pay taxes that their assemblies had not voted on. Letters were written that argued that the new duties violated the colonists’ rights as British citizens. To protect those rights, the colonies decided to boycott British goods. This was a peaceful form of protests that even Loyalists could support. One by one, all of the colonies agreed to support the boycott.

New leadership in the British government could see that the Townshend duties were a big money-loser. The duties didn’t begin to make up for all the money British merchants were losing because of the boycott. In 1770, Lord North persuaded Parliament to repeal all of the Townshend duties, except for one—the tax on tea. King George III wasn’t ready to give up on the idea of taxing Americans.

“I am clear that there must always be one tax to keep up the right,” the king said. “And, as such, I approve the tea duty.”
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3.3E: Boston Massacre 1770

On March 5, 1770, a noisy mob of colonists began throwing rocks and ice balls at British troops guarding the Boston Customs House. “Come on you Rascals, you bloody-backs,” they shouted. “Fire if you dare.” Some Patriot leaders tried to persuade the crowd to go home. So did Captain Thomas Preston, the commander of the soldiers. But their pleas had no effect.


As the mob pressed forward, someone knocked a soldier to the ground. The troops panicked and opened fire. Two bullets struck Crispus Attucks, a large black man at the front of the crowd. He was the first to die, but not the last. The enraged crowd went home only after receiving a promise that the troops would be tried for murder.

Sam Adams saw this event as a perfect opportunity to whip up anti-British feeling. He called the riot a “horrid massacre” and had Paul Revere, a local silversmith, engrave a picture of it. Revere’s engraving (shown on the other side) shows soldiers firing at peaceful, unarmed citizens. Prints of his engraving were distributed throughout the colonies.


One hero came out of this sad event. He was a Boston lawyer named John Adams. Like his cousin Sam, John Adams was a Patriot. But he also believed every person had the right to a fair trial, even the hated redcoats (British soldiers). At the murder trial, Adams argued that the troops had acted in self-defense. The jury found six of the soldiers not guilty. Two of them were found guilty only of manslaughter, or causing death without meaning to.
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3.3F: Boston Tea Party 1773

The Tea Act was Parliament’s attempt to rescue the British East India Company. The Act lowered the cost of tea that was sold by the British East India Company in the colonies. As a result, even taxed British tea became cheaper than smuggled Dutch tea. The Tea Act also gave the British East India Company a monopoly, or complete control, over tea sales in the colonies. From now on, the only merchants who could sell the bargain-priced tea were those chosen by the company.

When the British East India Company’s tea ships sailed into American ports, angry protesters kept them from unloading their cargoes. More than one ship turned back for England, still filled with tea. In Boston, however, the governor ordered the British navy to block the exit from Boston Harbor. He insisted that the three ships would not leave until all the tea was unloaded.

On December 16, 1773, the Sons of Liberty decided to unload the tea, but not in the way the governor had in mind. That night, about 50 men dressed as Mohawk Indians boarded the three ships. About 90,000 pounds of tea was dumped into the sea that night. Nothing else on the ships was touched.
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3.3G: Intolerable Acts 1774

The Intolerable Acts were designed to punish Massachusetts for the Boston Tea Party. The first law closed Boston Harbor to all shipping until the ruined tea was paid for. The second law placed the government of Massachusetts firmly under British control. Colonists in Massachusetts could not even hold a town meeting without the governor’s permission. The third law said that British soldiers who were accused of murder would be tried in England, not in the colonies. Finally, more troops were sent to Boston to enforce these new laws.


A few British leaders worried that the Intolerable Acts might push the colonies into rebellion. But George III was sure they would force the colonists to give in to British authority.

In fact, the Intolerable Acts did not force the colonists to give in. Boston patriots like Sam Adams (pictured on the front) declared they would “abandon their city to flames” before paying a penny for the lost tea. Merchants in other cities sent food and money to Boston so that its citizens would not starve.


In Virginia, lawmakers drafted a resolution in support of Massachusetts. They declared, “An attack made on one of our sister colonies is an attack made on all British America.” Not everyone agreed. In every colony, there were Loyalists who thought that Bostonians had gone too far and should pay for the tea. If they were forced to choose, they would side with the king against Sam Adams and the Sons of Liberty. To them, it was the misguided Patriots who were causing all the trouble.

[image: image7.jpg]




3.3H: First Continental Congress 1774

In September 1774, some 50 leaders from 12 colonies met in Philadelphia. The meeting brought together delegates from most of the British colonies on the North American continent. For this reason, it was called the First Continental Congres.


The delegates were used to thinking of themselves as citizens of their own colonies. Patrick Henry, a leader from Virginia, urged them to come together as one people. “I am not a Virginian,” he declared, “but an American.” But only strong Patriots like Sam and John Adams were ready to think of themselves this way. Many delegates were strong Loyalists who still thought of themselves as British. Still others, like George Washington, were somewhere in between.

In spite of their differences, the delegates agreed to send a respectful message to King George III. The message urged the king to consider their complaints and to recognize their rights.


The delegates also called for a new boycott of British goods until Parliament repealed the Intolerable Acts. Finally, they agreed to meet again the following May if the boycott didn’t work.
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3.3I: Lexington and Concord 1775

In April 1775, a spy told British General Gage that the colonists were hiding a large supply of gunpowder and weapons in the nearby village of Concord. Gage decided to strike at once. 

The colonists had their own spies. When Gage’s troops slipped out of Boston on April 18, 1775, Patriots were watching their every move. Soon Paul Revere and William Dawes were galloping through the countryside, warning colonists that the British were coming.


At Lexington, a village on the road to Concord, a small band of Minutemen gathered nervously in the chilly night air. Suddenly, British troops appeared in the early morning mist. A shot rang out—from where, no one new for certain. Without orders, the soldiers rushed forward, shooting wildly. When the firing stopped, eight colonists lay dead or dying and another ten were injured. The British marched on to Concord.


By the time the British reached Concord, the colonists had moved the gunpowder and hidden the weapons. They met about 4,000 Minutemen who pushed the Redcoats back at Concord’s North Bridge. The retreat back to Boston was a nightmare for the British. By the end of the day, 74 British soldiers were dead, and another 200 were wounded or missing.

At Lexington and Concord, Americans proved that they were not only willing to fight for their rights. They were even willing to die for them.
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