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Instructor:  Señora McCormack  
E-mail: dmccormack@frhsd.com
Phone: World Language Dept. 732-761-0190  x8218
Required Texts:  
Buen Viaje  Level 2, Glencoe 2000



Buen Viaje  Writing Activities Workbook, Level 2, Glencoe, 2000



Spanish/English dictionary

*some literary works may be required during the semester.  TBA
Goals & Objectives

Cognitions (Cognitive goals)
Assuming effort on the part of the student, the student will:

1. begin to understand basic Spanish as spoken by a native speaker.

2. begin to speak basic Spanish so as to be understood by a native speaker.

3. begin to communicate in Spanish (describe, ask questions, respond, get point across, etc.)

4. begin to have a working knowledge of beginning grammar so as to use it orally and in written communication.

5. begin to read basic Spanish.

6. learn and know facts about those countries, cultures and people where Spanish is spoken.

Cognitive skills
Assuming effort on the part of the student, the student will be able to:

1. speak (basic) Spanish intelligibly using the basic patterns of speech at his command.

2. read Spanish with general understanding without literal translation.

3. write in Spanish with clarity and reasonable correctness using the vocabulary and grammar structures at his command.

Affects
Assuming effort on the part of the student, the student will:

1. begin to develop an awareness and understanding of foreign cultures.

2. begin to develop an awareness and understanding of his own culture.

3. begin to develop an interest in the need for global awareness, understanding and communication.

Psychomotor-perceptual skills  (Phonetic skills)
Assuming effort on the part of the student, the student will be able to:

1. pronounce words correctly.

2. speak Spanish with accurate inflection.

3. pay special attention to phonetic nuances of Spanish such as the LL, RR and Ñ as well as cultural pronunciation differences.

4. enhance language acquisition through occasional group projects and interactive activities

Spanish II
Instructor:  Señora McCormack  
E-mail: dmccormack@frhsd.com
Phone: World Language Dept. 732-761-0190  x8218
Requirements and Assessments for 

Spanish II 

I.  Requirements:  

Homework:  There will be a written homework assignment almost daily.  A student is expected to review the vocabulary and material EVERY NIGHT regardless of whether there is a written assignment.  This daily dedication is essential to expand one’s proficiency in a foreign language.  Generally, points will be awarded for completion.  Occasionally, HW will be collected and graded for grammar; also occasionally, HW will not be graded.

Late homework will NOT be accepted (unless with an excused absence)!  An assignment is considered late if it is not complete when checked or collected.  It is the responsibility of the student to remember to turn in the assignment.  Completion of assignments is expected for the following day, unless told otherwise.  The student may be given more time to complete longer written assignments. 

Homework must be legible.  If homework is not legible, it will not be accepted.  Assignments must be completed in pencil, blue or black ink.  Please do not type homework assignments unless specifically instructed to do so.  Assignment must be completed in the format and layout as instructed by Sra. McCormack.  Assignments completed in red ink or other colors will not be graded and a zero will be earned.  Assignments must be completed on 8 1/2 X 11 inch lined note book paper.  Assignments must be a clean copy, i.e. not torn from a spiral notebook or with worn edges.  BE PROUD OF THE WORK YOU TURN IN FOR A GRADE!  
Grade Track Sheets:  Each student is required to keep his grades on a track sheet provided by the teacher each quarter.  This must be updated every time there are points awarded for an assignment.

Binder & Other Materials: 
· TEXT BOOK

· WORKBOOK    
· three ring binder/ (Used for Spanish only) 
· Index tab dividers (Class notes, HW, etc.)

· Or one subject note book (not college ruled)

· Supply of loose leaf paper

· Blue or Black ink pen

· 3x5 note cards

Classroom Methods:  Students are expected to participate in a variety of learning activities throughout the year.   Methods used by the teacher are:
Hacer Ahora:  We begin every class with a focus activity that sets the scene for learning. This activity may review previous concepts or reinforce current topics. The Hacer Ahora may be oral or written.
Texts:  The textbook and workbooks are the basic materials for the course.  Students will be expected to read and to complete corresponding exercises throughout the year.
Audio:  When appropriate, the instructor will use audio materials (CDs) to model correct pronunciation of new vocabulary.  Also, students will listen to various excerpts from the text series and be evaluated for points (as a quiz or on a test).  The student will also be introduced to Spanish language music.

Videos:  When appropriate, the instructor will use the corresponding Glencoe video series.  Students will view the videos and be evaluated on their comprehension, either verbally, written or both.  Worksheets from the Glencoe Video guide will be provided.  At the end of the year, a comprehensive exam covering every episode of video series viewed may be given.  Outside videos or movies may occasionally be used as well.

Visual:  When appropriate, the instructor will use materials such as overhead transparencies, Power Point presentations or physical objects to introduce new grammatical concepts, new vocabulary or to evaluate the students’ ability to use the material covered.  
Internet Use:  The instructor may require use of the internet to complete a homework assignment or a project.   The class Web page or “Glencoe” website may be used for this.  Students without home access to the internet should speak with the instructor before the assignment is due and plans can be arranged.

Presentations:  Students will be asked to make presentations in front of the class.  The topics will be related to either cultural studies or practical speaking exercises using the material and concepts from the course.  A mixture of Spanish and English may be used.  Internet or Microsoft Power Point presentations may be required.

II.  Assessment

Grading: Evaluation of the student is an on-going process.  The student will be assessed formally and informally on a daily basis, whether through observation, individual question and answer exercises or formal exams and quizzes.  Grades will be based on participation, homework, quizzes, oral and written exams, compositions, oral and written projects and organization of a binder.  

The student’s grade is calculated by a simple point system.  Each assignment (homework, quiz, presentation, exam etc.) is assigned a point total by the teacher.   The student simply divides his number of points by the total possible in the course.  By keeping a track sheet with this simple point system, the student always knows his current grade.

Grading Scale:   Refer to Parent/Student Handbook for the official grading scale.

Make-up Policy:  

Homework:  Late homework will not be accepted without an excused absence.  Homework due the day the student is absent (with an excuse) is due immediately upon returning to school.

Exams and Quizzes:  If the student has prior knowledge of the quiz or exam to occur upon his return, then he is expected to complete the work on time.  Otherwise, exams and quizzes must be made up immediately upon returning.

Testing Location:  Due to high student involvement in after school activities, make-up exams will be administered in the classroom (room 224). Students who are not comfortable with taking the assessment during class may arrange to come after school on that day. Student must speak with Sra. McCormack to come after school.  A grade of 0/E will be given if the student does not make up the exam or quiz promptly, or does not show up for a scheduled make up exam.

It is the responsibility of the student to investigate what homework has been assigned or what quizzes/exams have been announced the day he is absent.  See above for details. 

Academic Dishonesty:  (i.e. Cheating) Cheating will not be tolerated!  Any evidence of cheating on individual homework assignments or in testing situations will result in a grade of 0/E for the assignment and the student will be referred to the appropriate administrator.  This includes any research done using the Internet or other resources.  Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook or handout for more information about Academic Integrity.

Classroom Conduct:  The student is expected to behave appropriately in class and according to the guidelines set forth in the Parent/Student Handbook and classroom procedures.  Appropriate consequences will be applied for anything other than expected behavior.  Further, all students are expected to assist in maintaining the due order and decorum of the classroom by refraining from disruptive conduct and actively promoting the learning process.
Tardiness:  Tardiness will not be tolerated.  The student will receive a notation for each tardy he receives, unless the student has a signed note/pass with the time written on it from one of the offices or a teacher (refer to Parent/Student Handbook)

Absences:  Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook for definitions and examples of excused versus unexcused absences and the consequences of each.  

Study Aides:   Besides the textbook, notes and classroom discussion, there are various sources out there to use as study aides on the Internet.  The most important Internet study aid available is the class Web page: www.quia.com/pages/sramccormackbv2.html  There are also many “Useful links to other sites at the bottom of the class Web page. Some good ones are:  www.studyspanish.com and www.glencoe.com/sec/worldlanguages/café/index.html.  At these sites you will find help with vocabulary, verbs and grammar.  Note, Internet translation services are not an appropriate study aide.  When used, the student will receive a grade of 0/E on the assignment and will be referred to the appropriate administrator for academic dishonesty.

Spanish 3 Placement:  Placement in Spanish 3 is based on several factors:  student’s grade in Spanish 2, student’s effort in Spanish 2, student’s behavior in Spanish 2 and a recommendation by his teacher.  The “application” process for Spanish 3 occurs at the beginning of second semester.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW SPANISH II
Homework:  
· There will be a written homework assignment almost daily

· A student is expected to review the vocabulary and material EVERY NIGHT 
· EVERY NIGHT the student must review notes, look at vocab, study material covered in previous chapters

· Late homework will NOT be accepted (unless with an excused absence)
· An assignment is considered late if it is not complete when checked or collected

· It is the responsibility of the student to remember to turn in the assignment
· Homework must be legible.  “If I cannot read it, I cannot grade it.”  

· Assignments must be completed in pencil, blue or black ink

· Red ink or other colors will not be graded and a zero will be earned
· Please do not type homework assignments unless specifically instructed to do so

· Assignment must be completed in the format and layout as instructed by Sra. McCormack – writing out the question, skipping lines.  Failure to complete such format will result in a reduced score.

·  Assignments must be completed on 8 1/2 X 11 inch lined note book paper 

· Assignments must be a clean, neat copy, and NOT torn from a spiral notebook or with worn edges

Grade Track Sheets:  Each student is required to keep his grades on a track sheet 
Binder & Other Materials:
· TEXT BOOK

· WORKBOOK    
· 2-3 in. three ring binder (Used for Spanish only 
· Index tab dividers (Class notes, HW, etc.)

· Or subject note book (not college ruled) with index dividers and pockets
· Supply of loose leaf paper

· Black or blue ink pen

· 3x5 note cards

Grading: 
· Evaluation of the student is an on-going process
· Grades will be based on participation, homework, quizzes, oral and written exams, compositions, oral / written projects 
· The student’s grade is calculated by a simple point system, grades are not weighted

· By keeping a track sheet with this simple point system, the student always knows his current grade.

Make-up Policy for Homework*:  
· Late homework will not be accepted without an excused absence.  
· Homework due the day the student is absent (with an excuse) is due immediately upon returning to school.

Make-up Policy for Exams and Quizzes*:  
· If the student has prior knowledge of the quiz or exam to occur upon his return, then he is expected to complete the work on time.  Otherwise, exams and quizzes must be made up immediately upon return.
· Testing Location:  Due to high student involvement in after school activities, make-up exams will be administered in the classroom (room 224). Students who are not comfortable with taking the assessment during class may arrange to come after school on that day. Student must speak with Sra. McCormack to arrange to come after school.  

· A grade of 0/E will be given if the student does not make up the exam or quiz promptly, or does not show up for a scheduled make up exam.

*It is the responsibility of the student to investigate what homework has been assigned or what quizzes/exams have been announced the day he is absent.  

Academic Dishonesty:  
· Cheating will not be tolerated!  
· Any evidence of cheating on individual homework assignments or tests will result in a grade of 0/E 

· The student will be referred to the appropriate administrator.  
· Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook and/or handout for more information about Academic Integrity.

Classroom Conduct:  
· The student is expected to behave appropriately in class and according to class procedures and guidelines in the Handbook.  
· Appropriate consequences will be applied for anything other than expected behavior.  
· The student is expected to assist in maintaining the due order and decorum of the classroom by refraining from disruptive conduct and actively promoting the learning process.

.                   Classroom Code of Conduct



In Sra. McCormack’s “Chamber of Knowledge” you are expected to:

        Be respectful of others, all school property and yourself

        Come to class prepared (book, workbook, notebook, FLASHCARDS, pen, 3-ring binder)

        Arrive to class on time. BE SEATED when the bell rings! 
        Tidy up before leaving class

        Communicate in Spanish during class

        Conduct yourself in a manner which allows you and your peers to learn

        Conduct yourself in a manner which allows Sra. McCormack to teach

_________   ___________   _____________   _____________   __________________   ___________   _______
Honors Pledge

I pledge that I will guarantee the validity of my word, maintain absolute honesty in my work, and respect the property of others.  Realizing that these standards are an integral part of the life of this community of scholars, I hereby assume my obligation to uphold them.  I will assume responsibility for any infraction of this pledge.  

The honors pledge above is taken from the Robert E. Cook Honors College and the words therein embody the values and ideals of this course.

Please review this syllabus with your parent(s) and bring it tomorrow, signed by them and yourself.  Keep it in your binder during the course of the entire year.

Parent(s) ___________________________________

Date _______________________

____________________________________

Date _______________________

Student _________________________________Period#_____
Date _______________________ SP2
