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In relationship to our readings in Chapter 5 on Public Relations, you have just been hired as the Director of Public Relations for the Atlanta Falcons.  Your star quarterback has just been sentenced to serve 23 months in a federal prison and your new head coach Bobby Petrino has just resigned.  The people of Atlanta are asking a lot of questions and are looking for some answers.  Your job is to gather information on your team and the recent events that have occurred.  Once that information is gathered, you must compose a P.R. piece that you will release to the media.  The goal of the piece is to provide the fans of the Atlanta Falcons some reassurance that their owner, Arthur Blanks, has everything under control.  As a result, they will move on from the Michael Vick situation and find a new coach to lead our team.  You have spent the last few years working as the Public Relations Director for a small PR firm and nothing has prepared you for the media attention and scrutiny you are going to face today.

Mr. Sunday’s Sports and Entertainment Marketing
Answer the following questions:

1. What college did Michael Vick play college football for?

2. Give me 5 positive things about Mike Vick?

3. Give me 3 negative things about Michael Vick and the issue of dog fighting?

4. How long has Michael Vick been sentenced?

5. When can Michael Vick come back to the NFL?

6. Are the Atlanta Falcons interested in having Michael Vick back on their team?

7. Where did Bobby Petrino coach before he came to Atlanta?

8. How long was he the coach there?

9. What were his reasons and promises to the Atlanta Falcons when he was hired for before the 2007 season?

10. What were his reasons for Bob Petrino leaving the Falcons on 12/11/07?

11. In what year did Arthur Blanks buy the Atlanta Falcons?

12. How much did he buy the team for?

13. Where did Arthur Blanks make his fortune?

14. Was Arthur Blanks disappointed in Michael Vicks legal problems?  Yes or No and Why?

15. How many 2007 season ticket holders do the Atlanta Falcons have?

16. When was the last time the Atlanta Falcons were in the Super Bowl?

17. What year did the Atlanta Falcons win the Super Bowl?

18. Arthur Blanks has given you the authority with the Marketing Dept. to show our fans that we appreciate their loyalty. What three unique promotions/things are you going to do for your fan base to reassure them that everything is going to OK and that we appreciate there support?
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Now that you have done your research you must now compose a letter for all the major publications and media outlets in the Atlanta area.  The purpose of this letter is assuring the public that your owner and the falcon organization has everything under control.  Your letter must include every one of the answers to the 18 questions you answered above.  Use this research to compose your letter. This letter must be addressed to the members of the media and must be written in format of a MEMO (http://users.techline.com/piranha/teacher/memo_format.htm}.  Remember in a memo each new topic has its own paragraph.  Use this link or research writing a Business Memo to see an example of the proper format. Pick one media outlet in Atlanta that you will address this Memo.  This can be a TV station or a newspaper.  The media outlet must be the correct contact information.  The memo must include the Atlanta Falcons and NFL Logo.  Good Luck! The people of Atlanta anxiously await your reassurance that their beloved Falcons are in good hands.

This class project is worth 60 points and will graded based on:

	
	Below Average
	Average
	Excellent
	Total

	Content
	5 points
	10 points
	20 points
	

	Format
	5 points
	10 points
	20 points
	

	Ability to Compose a Professional Letter that is written properly, creative and readable


	5 points
	10 points
	20 points
	

	
	
	
	
	


