Clothing Protection:

· Wear your lab apron to protect your clothing from stains or burns.

Eye Safety:

· Wear safety goggles in all labs!  (ex., open flames, chemicals, etc…)

· If you get chemicals in your eyes, flush with plenty of water.  Notify your teacher immediately!!

Clean Up:

· Always wash your hands after an activity in which you handle chemicals, animals, or plants.

Disposal:

· Keep your work area clean at all times.

· Dispose of all materials properly.  Follow your teacher’s instructions for disposal.

Glassware Safety:

· Handle all glassware carefully.

· Check all glassware for chips or cracks before using it.

· Do not try to clean up broken glass.  Notify your teacher if you break a piece of glassware.

· Air-dry all glassware.  Do not use paper towels to dry glassware.

· Never force glass tubing into the hole of a rubber stopper.

Heating Safety:

· Be careful when handling hot objects.

· Turn off the Bunsen burner or other heat source when not in use.

· Use the proper procedures when lighting a Bunsen burner. 

· When you heat chemicals in a test tube, always point the test tube away from people.

· Use a ringstand between a glass flask or beaker and the flame or a Bunsen burner.

· Never heat a closed container!

· Never pick up hot items without tongs!

Fire Safety:

· Confine loose clothing and tie back long hair when working near an open flame.

· Be sure you know the location of the fire extinguisher and fire blankets in the lab.

· Never reach across an open flame.

Explosion:

· Use a water-bath to heat solids.

· Do not use an open flame if you are working with flammable liquid.

· Do not mix chemicals together unless instructed to do so by your teacher.

Caustic Substances:

· Use extreme care when working with acids and bases.  Both acids and bases can cause burns.  If you spill an acid or a base on your skin, flush your skin with plenty of water.  Notify your teacher immediately.

· Never mix acids and bases unless you are instructed to do so by your teacher.

· Never pour water into an acid or a base.  Always pour an acid or a base into water.

Poison:

· Never mix chemicals without your teachers permission.

· Use all poisonous chemicals with extreme caution.

· Inform your teacher immediately if you spill chemicals or get any in your eyes or on your skin.

Sharp Objects:

· Be careful when using scissors, scalpels, knives, or other cutting instruments.

· Always dissect specimens in a dissecting pan.  Never while it is in your hand.

· Always cut away from your body.

Electrical Safety:

· Check all electrical equipment for loose plugs or worn cords before using it.

· Be sure that electrical cords are not placed where people can trip over them.

· Do not use electrical equipment with wet hands or near water.

· Never overload an electrical circuit.

Plant Safety:

· Never eat any part of a plant that you cannot identify as edible.

· Some plants, such as poison ivy, are harmful if they are touched or eaten.  Use caution when handling or collecting plants.  Always use a reliable field guide to plants.

Animal Safety:

· Be careful when handling live animals.  Some animals can injure you or spread disease.

Humane Treatment:

· Always treat all animals in as humane a way as possible.

· Make sure all animals receive the appropriate care necessary for their survival.

Do not store your books, bags, or belongings on the table during a lab.

If you break something because you were acting in an unsafe manner, you are responsible for paying for it.

Never leave your lab/work station during a lab/activity without your teachers permission.

Never pour a chemical back into a reagent bottle.

Never smell a substance without your teachers permission!

Never clean up blood.  Tell your teacher immediately if you have cut yourself or see blood that needs to be cleaned up!!!

Don’t use matches without the teachers permission!

No food or drinks allowed during a lab!

