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Comprehension
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items.

____ 1. In “Heart! We will forget him!” and “I died for Beauty—but was scarce,” Dickinson shows her gift for

a. using poetry to solve the major problems of life

b. setting up a dialogue between contrasting impulses

c. incorporating formal religious beliefs into poems

d. describing the deathbed agonies of a loved one

____ 2. In “If you were coming in the Fall,” Dickinson writes “I’d toss it yonder, like a Rind.” In

this passage the “it” refers to the speaker’s

a. love c. talent

b. life d. fame

____ 3. In “The Soul selects her own Society,” what metaphor is used to talk about the soul?

a. The soul is like a woman in a house.

b. The soul is like a kneeling empress.

c. The soul is like a stone monument.

d. The soul is like a door that is shut.

____ 4. In “Some keep the Sabbath going to Church,” Dickinson writes that the bobolink is the

choir member in her church. This is a use of

a. irony c. slant rhyme

b. metaphor d. paradox

____ 5. What is making the speaker metaphorically inebriated in “I taste a liquor never brewed”?

a. books of poetry

b. summer days

c. thoughts of love

d. spiritual meditation

____ 6. In “Much Madness is divinest Sense,” Dickinson writes that madness is sense. This type of statement is called a

a. paradox c. pun

b. metaphor d. slant rhyme

____ 7. The predominant theme of “Apparently with no surprise” is best stated as

a. all happiness will end in tragedy

b. God has no control over evil

c. death is a natural part of God’s plan

d. the sun is indifferent to God’s will

____ 8. Many people consider Dickinson to have been a hermit because

a. she did not tolerate ideas that were different from hers

b. her poetry harshly criticizes society, especially urban life

c. she lived a secluded life in a small town

d. her poems show a lack of awareness of reality

____ 9. Dickinson’s particular contribution to poetry can best be described as exemplifying

how to

a. share ideas with a wide audience

b. stress thoughts instead of feelings

c. edit work to make it verbose

d. express ideas in original ways

Reading Skills and Strategies: Summarizing a Text
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items.

____ 10. In “Because I could not stop for death,” the speaker

a. does not take time to mourn a relative’s death

b. resists dying

c. accompanies Death to a tomb

d. observes Death taking a friend

____ 11. The speaker of “Success is counted sweetest” asserts that

a. people who win a battle really enjoy the spoils of war

b. only poets understand the meaning of success

c. the people who succeed are the ones who count success sweetest

d. those who do not succeed best understand the meaning of success

Literary Element: Slant Rhyme 
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items.

____ 12. Which of the following pairs of words is not a slant rhyme?

a. Gate / Mat

b. today / victory

c. firm / room

d. scarce / lain

____ 13. Dickinson’s use of slant rhyme indicates her

a. desire to use language that will make readers notice the words

b. preference for words that sound best even if they don’t make sense

c. unfamiliarity with the standard conventions of poetry due to her reclusiveness

d. ability to find words whose sounds echo the meanings

____ 14. Slant rhyme achieves some of the same effects as Dickinson’s occasional choice of formal words (such as interposed in “I heard a Fly buzz—when I died”).What is the effect

common to both of these techniques?

a. They remind us of earlier traditions in poetry that Dickinson draws upon.

b. They allow us to ignore the specific words and concentrate on the general meaning.

c. They remind us of Dickinson’s solitude.

d. They awaken our attention by seeming slightly out of harmony.

Written Response 
15. Both “Heart! We will forget him!” and “If you were coming in the Fall” concern love. On a separate sheet of paper, write a paragraph describing what you think Dickinson is saying about love. Use details from both poems to support your ideas.
