College Prep World History and Geography II
Teacher: Ms. Fallis, Room: 203
Class Syllabus:  College Prep WH2 

Email: jefallis@henrico.k12.va.us
Class Website:  http://www.quia.com/pages/falliswh2cprep.html  CHECK THIS EVERYDAY!
Welcome to our class!  I trust that we will have a fantastic year and I look forward to working with you.

I. CLASS DESCRIPTION:  This class will explore the progression of world history from the Late Medieval Period/Early Renaissance to the late 20th Century.  
II. TEXT:  We will not use the text book often.  I will put an online version in Virtual Share for you to access if necessary.  Please let me know if you need an actual hard copy of the text.
III. SUPPLIES:  You should bring the following to class each day: 

· A 2-inch binder 
· 2 sets of notebook dividers for our units
· Looseleaf paper
· Your laptop computer
· Pencils, pens, highlighters, erasers
IV. GRADING:  I will use the Henrico County grading scale for all assignments:
                   A (100-93)
B (92-85)
C (84-77)
D (76-70)
F (69-0)

Your grade is calculated using the following system:

Tests/Projects: 40%       Quizzes: 30%       Homework: 20%      Current Events: 10%
ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATIONS
**WRITTEN WORK POLICY—This applies to all assignments/evaluations in this list**


We will only use paper and pen/pencil to complete written work in this class.   I will not accept ANY homework, classwork, or current events write-up that is TYPED.  No typed work will be accepted unless students have official HCPS documentation that an accommodation must be made.  We will, however, use various technology and our laptops daily.  
TESTS/QUIZZES:  T/Q will be given as part of each study unit.  T/Q will be announced in class and on our webpage and class time will be used for review/for students to ask questions.  Please make an appointment with me if you need more time to review. T/Q will vary in scope and format (Multiple Choice, Matching, T/F, Fill in the Blanks, Written Definitions).  
Essay and content writing will be assessed one of two ways:  Either as part of a test or as a separate quiz grade.  Time and pacing will dictate these circumstances.  Project details and explanations will be addressed throughout the year.
If you are interested in viewing a quiz or test copy to review your answers after all students have taken the assessment, please email/make an appointment with me and we will agree on a convenient time.  

HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK:  During the school year, content area homework will often be given as an extension of classwork, and if we are in a time crunch, it will be sent home for completion.  Any work not completed in class should be completed at home and will always count as homework.   
Due dates for any and all of these assignments will ALWAYS be mentioned in class and then put on our website!  Always check the website, check with a classmate, ask, or email me!  

At many times throughout the year, we will have to be flexible with our schedules and due dates. We will roll with changes and do what is most convenient for our class.  

HOMEWORK POLICY:  Homework is due on designated dates.  If you do not have it in class to be turned in, it is a zero grade.  Incomplete homework will receive lower grades.  Additionally, this policy applies to Current Events.  Please refer to the CE section below. 
.  
CURRENT EVENTS:  Each student will be required to share at least four (4) current events over each nine (9) week period.  This will count as a separate test grade as well as seven individual current event assignment grades.  Current events should be newspaper clippings, acceptable magazine/journal clippings, or internet articles.  I will link appropriate news outlets to our website as well as encourage you to use actual paper publications.  I will discuss this further in class.  
 We will have a Current Events Quiz at the beginning of each week that they are due.  Again, schedules may vary and we will have to be flexible with our quiz dates. Every class will have a different quiz as we will discuss different articles in different classes.  More information to follow on this.

  You must have the actual story PRINTED/CLIPPED BEFORE you come to class.  Ideally, you will either print the article or staple a clipped article to a piece of looseleaf paper with your name on it. Additionally, the student must have a written explanation of the current event to receive credit.  Thus, to receive credit, you must have the original article and your written write-up IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  
I want you to have a knowledgeable understanding of the article you chose.  An acceptable length for a write-up is a MINIMUM of SIX (6) sentences.  You will be notified in advance that it will be your turn to share your current event to the class.  There will be more explanation to follow on this in class during our first week.  

  Current events must be of current historical or political issue, or of an issue that is incredibly global in nature.  While I understand that the aforementioned criteria are vague, acceptable topics will be clarified in class.  I will not allow any gruesome, off-topic, or off-color current events to be read or count for a grade.  If you have ANY questions about the validity of your current event choice, SEE ME. 
COMMUNITY SERVICE:  Each student is encouraged to participate in community service projects throughout the year.  However, it must be pre-approved!  If it is not pre-approved, it will not count toward your hours. Community service only counts if it is for a non-profit organization! Please run all pre-approvals through Ms. Kessinger, Room 131, in the Media Center.
V.  CLASSROOM RULES:
IT IS THE ASSUMED EXPECTATION THAT ALL STUDENTS WILL ADHERE TO HCPS GUIDELINES AND POLICIES. THERE ARE NEW POLICIES FOR THE COUNTY.  PLEASE FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE NEW CODE OF CONDUCT.
1. Treat class peers and teacher with respect and use kind words and actions towards others.   We will discuss controversial issues at times and everyone has the right to a comfortable learning environment.  Diversity of opinions and thoughts are things to be embraced.  I will not tolerate a violation of this rule.
2. Help others learn whenever you can, be attentive in class, and work hard.
3. Throw all trash away and clean up after yourself when using supplies.  
4. No cell phones/Ipods in use or in sight.  I will reference HCPS policy again in class.  This is your warning.
CONSEQUENCES:

· For some of our rules, as stated above, warnings have been mentioned.
· For the other rules: 1-Warning    2. Call home/detention     3. Office referral
PLEASE DETACH THIS PORTION AND RETURN SIGNED

OTHER POLICIES:

Make-up Work:  It is YOUR responsibility to obtain make-up.  You need to keep in touch with me regarding foreseen absences and regarding items that need to be made up.  Come by before or after school, after class, or send me an email!   Again, HCPS policies apply here.  For unforeseen absences, send me an email and keep in touch!
Cheating/Plagiarism:  Any plagiarized assignments (including homework, classwork, test or project will result in a zero on the assignment and a referral to the administration.  This includes copying, sharing, discussing, text messaging, emailing or using ANY type of electronic assistance for test/quiz questions or information.  Again, this is new HCPS policy and we will review this in class during our first week back.  
**I am available before or after school, but by appointment only.  I am available during extended study, unless I have a class meeting or other obligation.  You may email me with any additional questions or concerns.  I will respond within 24 hours.** 

STUDENT:  I have read these expectations and understand them. Additionally, I am aware of HCPS Code of Conduct and the new policies involving cheating, plagiarism, and use of electronic devices. I will honor them while I am in Ms. Fallis’s class.  
Signature:__________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN:  I have read over and discussed these expectations with my child. Additionally, I am aware of HCPS Code of Conduct and the new policies involving cheating, plagiarism, and use of electronic devices.   I understand and support these classroom expectations.
Signature:_______________________________________________
STUDENT and PARENT CONTACT INFORMATION

Student name (print):___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian name(s) print:____________________________________

Best contact cell phone #(s): ______________________________________

Best contact home phone #:_______________________________________

Best contact e-mail address(es):____________________________________

PLEASE DETACH THIS SHEET AND RETURNED SIGNED

