20th/21st Century World Events

With the remainder of our school year, we will complete FOUR assignments that reference current (or recently past) political, social, economic, and environmental events.  You will briefly research an event from each topic.  We have many news outlet links on our website for you to use.  Your information needs to be a “newsworthy” article—not from an online encyclopedia or Wikipedia, etc.  It can be from an archive or it can be current.  I will explain this further in class.  
**I will need PRINTED COPIES of your articles and all of your write-ups will be handwritten.  Start working on this now before your laptops are collected for the year!  We will discuss due dates for all four articles.**
The topics are:

1. Genocide/Internment/Work camps—past or possibly current throughout the world.  Examples include:

Armenian genocide, treatment of Chinese by the Japanese Interwar period/WW2, Japanese-American Internment Camps, The Great Purge, the Holocaust, Cambodian genocide, Serbian “ethnic cleansing”, Rwandan genocide, Darfur situation.  You will need to discuss the history, events that led up to the genocide, world action or recognition of the event, arrests, denial, aftermath, etc.  
2. Developing Nations in our world.  What makes a developing nation?  How well (or not) are certain countries developing?  Examples would include:
*Vietnam

*Taiwan

*Singapore

*South Korea

*Israel

*Slovenia

*Croatia

*Bosnia and Herzegovina
*Sri Lanka

*Serbia and Montenegro

*former USSR republics

*Venezuela 

*Brazil

*Iraq

*Egypt

**Your goal is to find a current or recent article about social, political, economic, militaristic, religious activity in these developing areas that are helping or hindering their development and discuss what is going on.  Good or bad!  
3. Environmental Issues—This can/will range across the board from environmental destruction, loss of habitat, pollution of land/water/sky, endangered species, fossil fuel use, fuel alternatives, etc.
  This can be current or from the past, but within the 20th Century.  The environmental movement will develop during the 20th Century, so there is so much information out there.  We will discuss this further.  
4. Current situation in post-Communist countries.
  This list would include:

Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slovenia, East Germany, Romania, Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Vietnam, Cambodia, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, China
Things to consider:

*How did your country “become” Communist?  
*How did your country transition from being Communist or Communist-controlled? 
*What event happened that put this in motion? 
*What type of government does your country have today?  
*What is life like in your country? 
*Are they industrializing?  
*Are they happy?  
*Standard of living?  Birth rates?  Life expectancy? 

*What is a strong import and export of your country? 
*Do they have an inflated currency? 
*Are they on the Euro?
*Is your country applying to become part of the EU?
*How hard has it been for your country to recover from a command economy/no privately owned business, dictatorial rule, etc?  
*Are certain groups of people—based on religion and/or ethnicity—being oppressed or suppressed in your country?
*Are people dying?  
*Are there active rebel groups in your country?  
DUE DATES for 2 articles: _____________ and ______________

DUE DATES for 2 articles: ______________ and _____________
